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Foreword

by Bishop George Browning, ACEN convener 20022011

John came preaching a baptism of repentance; Jesus came cultural force of the western world. However, as the

saying | have come that you might have life, life in all its
fullness. Both messages come, of course, from the same
song sheet.

This report will be read differently, in the light of our lived
experiences. Those of us i n
the whole live comfortably and are the main contributors to
a looming crisis will read it differently to those of us in the
édevel oping worldE who
yet who already carry a disadvantaged burden of its
consequences

In the theological and political context in which we are all
being called upon to respond to the challenge of the human
footprint and its potential for escalating dire consequences

for human and norhuman life alike, we can appear to sound
like doomsday seers without a constantly reinforced

message that this is all about life, abundant life.

The message of Jesus and the Kingdom is about seeing with
new eyes. Unfortunately the more comfortable we become,
the less open we are to seeing things differently. John was
called to convince the Jewish community to see differently
in terms of their Messianic expectations.

The missiological context for the Church in the twentfirst
century is not to change a previously held religious mindset,
but to challenge a ubiquitously accepted economic mindset
in which individual and community health is judged not in
terms of weltbeing but of wealth. The relentless drive for
exponential growth will prove undeliverable this century;
the beginnings of its impossibility are already clear, in the
meantime, its consequences for human and ndowman life
alike are becoming unbearable.

In the pages that follow you will read of various forms of
environmental degradation on all continents of the globe:
too much water, too little water, loss of bialiversity, loss of
agricultural land to desertification, and to nosproductive
forms of human activity; pollution of the air, pollution of the
land, acidification of the sea, loss of ice and frozen
landscapes at both poles, sickness in human life as food
becomes scarce and diseases once thought to be confined
to the tropics now spread north and south. Etcetera.

As Archbishop Rowan Williams has said, what we face is not
so much an environmental crisis, as a crisis of the human
vocation. Since the industrial revolution and more
particularly since the Enlightenment we who live in the
developed world have tended to understand ourselves
through the ideal of individual thriving, competition, the
encouragement to exploit that which has not previously
been tapped. This spirit has received comfort, if not
encouragement from Christianity, the dominant religio/

western world has increasingly pursued the goal of
individual thriving, but at the same time has distanced itself
from the undergirding Christian values in which it was
formed, greed has become a primary, and largely
unprijaged g3ty o 13T a £ wor1d who
The seeing with new eyes to which we are called is not new
to us, its voice is in the scriptures; it is present in the

c o nt rcredtiontswry Whera sur beingpart of breatiomp natbeb tham m

apart fromcreation is made abundantly clear. It is present in
the teaching of Jesus who through the resurrection calls us
into membership of a new community. The twentfjrst
century calls the whole global community to a level of
collaboration, not competition, that we have never
previously attained.

Because what is called for is at the heart of what it means to
be Christian, then the Church as an institutioras well as
individuals, must find the courage to move out of the private
world of personal faith, gender and morality into which we
have increasingly retreated since the Reformation and
Enlightenment and reclaim a voice in the public world of
human endeavour.

May the pages that follow provide a shapshot into the very
diverse and complex world in which we Anglicans live and
witness across every continent; may they call us to
repentance where repentance is appropriate, but may that
repentance express itself in a fulhearted commitment to
the abundant life which is at the heart of the Gospel
message and whi ch i s GodEs
creation, which is so greatly loved.

Since the roots of our trouble are so largely
religious, the remedy must also be essentially
religious, whether we call it that or not.

!Lynn White, éThe
155 (10 March 1967): 1203-1207.
www.uvm.edu/~gflomenh/ENVNGO-PA395/articles/Lynn-

White.pdf.
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Introduction

by the Revd Ken Gray, ACEN Secretary

ACENEs meeting of
Provinces of the Anglican Communion was held at the
Franciscan Inmaculada Concepciometreat centre in

Chaclacayo to the

Participants were sincerely grateful to the Bishop of Peru,
the Rt Revd Bill Godfrey, who graciously hosted the
meeting, and also to the Dean, staff and ordained and lay
ministers of the Diocese of Peru who supported
throughout.

The context of Peru meant that participants in the ACEN
meeting were able to engage locally with the reality of
environmental destruction and severe pollution in areas
of population & much of which has been caused by
decades of mining undertaken by large corporations
without due care and attention to the health, welbeing

and future of communities and to land use and water

supply.

Participants also heard from Anglicans in other parts of
South America who described extensive and continuing
deforestation and who are engaged in supporting
Indigenous communities in  order that their lives,
livelihoods and needs are taken into account.

Each provincial representative presented a report from

their own context to the meeting. It quickly became clear
from this reporting that climate change and

environmental degradation are already displacing large
numbers of people and are having critical effects on
communities, agriculture, local economies and health. It is
also clear that indiscriminate use of irreplaceable
resources, such as water from deep aquifers, is taking
little heed of the needs of generations to come.

Participants began each day with Bible study
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ACEN met at the Franciscammaculada Concepcidetreat centre

Participants shared information about provincial and

diocesan initiatives in many aspects of responding to a
worsening environmental crisis. Many of these initiatives

are described in this report and are offered as models for
further Anglican engagement.

During the meeting ACEN drew up a Statement and
Action Plan setting out the issues emerging from
provincial reporting and disc
commitments in supporting th
response to the Fi fth Mar k
safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew
the I'ife of the earthkE.

The Statement and Action Plan are in this report and are
online, along with provincial reports and presentations at
http://acen.anglicancommunion.org
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