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FOREWORD AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

“I am delighted to introduce ‘Season of Creation Two’, and warmly commend it for wide use 
across the Anglican Church of Southern Africa, to help us in responding to God’s call to care 
for his creation.
Caring for the environment has been identified as one of the priority areas for action at 
Provincial level, as part of our Vision for our church. Yet our vocation to be faithful stewards 
of all that God has entrusted to us is not new, being rooted in the creation accounts with 
which our Bible opens. Here we read that God ‘formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life … and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it’ (Genesis 2:7,15).
Sadly, we have not done a great job of taking care of God’s good gifts. Instead, all too often 
we bring about lasting damage. Now we are faced with environmental degradation, climate 
change, and, in many places, soaring food prices and falling food security. These resources 
remind us that with God’s help, we can rediscover his vision for living in harmony with the 
world in which he has placed us.
May God bring blessing to your people and community as you use this resource.
Yours in the service of Christ” 

(Archbishop Thabo Makgoba)

Acknowledgments

We appreciate the permission to use materials from the following sources:
•	 Anglican Alliance 
•	 Churches together in Britain and Ireland
•	 World Council of Churches 

Use of this book

This book is designed to be used together with Season of Creation, there are new themes 
but the liturgical notes and additional liturgical materials from the first Season of Creation 
can be used again. It is intended to be used during the Season of Creation (the month of 
September ending with St Francis day on the 4th of October) but can used at any time 
during the year. 

This book contains material on the following themes:, climate change and eco-justice, food 
and environmental justice, water, sustainable energy and biodiversity. The section on biodi-
versity links with St Francis day and the blessing of animals. 

There is a clear link between care for God’s creation and justice, for our degradation of 
God’s world is impacting upon the most vulnerable in society.

The Environmental Network of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa:
Rev Canon Rachel Mash, Ven. Andrew Warmback, Rev Tim Grey, Bishop Geoff 
Davies, Kate Davies, Shaun Cozett, Maropeng Moholoa, Nonhlanhla Shezi. 



Season of Creation 2 2

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword and Acknowledgements..................................................1

Table of contents...............................................................................2

Eucharistic prayer for the Season....................................................3

Lectionary for the Season..................................................................5	

Climate change and eco-justice.......................................................6

Food and environmental justice.....................................................12

Water.................................................................................................18	

Sustainable energy ..........................................................................24

Biodiversity – St Francis Day ...........................................................30

Liturgy for the blessing of animals...................................................34

Materials for Sunday School............................................................35

Additional liturgical materials.........................................................36



Season of Creation 2 3

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR SEASON OF CREATION

The Lord be with you.
 And also with you

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to God

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God of all of Creation.
It is right to give him thanks and praise

You spoke the Word and all that is in heaven and on the earth, all things, came 
to be.  Your Spirit hovered over the primal elements, and you brought forth 
life in forms innumerable, including this our fragile earth, and we amongst its      
inhabitants.

As our past is in you, so our hope for the future rests with you.
As we have turned from your way, so we turn again to the warmth of your love. 
Through you all things are brought to new life.

And now we give you thanks for the glories of your creation given into our 
care, and for the opportunities we have to share that richness with all your   
people

And so with the wonders of creation and the songs of praise of all your        
creatures both in heaven and on earth we praise you now and forever 
saying: 
	 Holy, holy...

In the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, work of human hands, gift 
of our earth, and gave thanks to God.  He broke the bread to speak to us of 
the breaking of his body upon the cross.  He gave it to his friends and said: 

Take and eat, for this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.

He took the wine, work of human hands, gift of our earth, and gave thanks to 
God, Creator.  He poured out the wine to speak to us of the pouring out of his 
blood.  He gave it to his friends saying: This is my blood of the new covenant, 
shed for you and for all creation for the forgiveness of sins. Every time you 
drink of the wine, do this in remembrance of me.
So we proclaim the mystery of faith

Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
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Therefore God, we who seek your reconciliation; we who need reconciliation 
one with another; we who hope for reconciliation with all creation, draw close 
to this mystery.

In being broken, spilt and buried, life sprang forth again.  In the breaking, 
there is an opening up; in the spilling, there are the roots of sharing; in death 
and burial, there is the seed of the new life to come.

As we look in our world, in our lives, and in our hearts, for his second coming, 
keep us close to this vision that we have seen. Through the 
giving in the bread and wine, reconcile us to our world and give us the broken 
oneness, the spilt unity, and the buried resurrection by which we can restore 
your creation and fulfil your will.

Send upon us, and upon all your 
creation, the life giving Spirit who first moved upon the waters of the deep. 

Stir in us the creative and redeem the destructive. Unite us with you through 
the body and blood of your Son, your Word made flesh as your Word has 
made flesh.

By whom, and with whom and in whom, in the unity of your Creative Spirit, 
with all that has been, is, and will be in your universe, we stand before you and 
worship you, God of all, in songs of everlasting praise,

Blessing and honour and glory and 
power be yours forever and ever. 
Amen.	

Lord’s prayer etc

Final blessing

Go out into the world rejoicing, and encounter the Creator who waits to meet 
you there;
savour its richness and diversity and live as those who praise God for its   
bounty; 
and the blessing of the Creator God, the Eternal Father, the Risen Son and the 
Promised Holy Spirit bless you that you might be a 
blessing to others today and always.  

Amen

From Season of Creation. Written by Rev A Warmback. Authorised for use in the Anglican Church of Southern Africa
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THEME OLD TESTAMENT PSALM NEW TESTAMENT GOSPEL

Climate change 
and eco-justice 

Isaiah 24: 1-6
(It speaks of the 
earth lying 
polluted under 
its inhabitants)

Psalm   98:1-9
(The earth 
responds to the 
saving work of 
God and 
welcomes it)

Rom 8: 18-25
(Human 
salvation means 
relief for the 
created order)

Matthew 8: 23-27
(Jesus’ authority 
over wind and 
waves)

Food and 
environmental 
justice 

Lev 25: 8-24
(Restoration and 
a return to equity 
through the 
principle of
 Jubilee)

Psalm 85
(Link between 
righteousness 
and the 
wellbeing of the 
land)

James 5:1-8
 (Economic 
imbalances 
caused by 
excessive 
wealth in a few 
reflect in the cries 
of the 
labourers) 

Luke 4: 16-21
(The role of the 
messiah)

Water Gen 21: 8-19
(Dependency on 
water)

Psalm  104:10-17
(Recognition of 
the relationship 
between
 water and life 
and God as the 
provider)

Revelation 22:1-7
(Water as meta-
phor for the life 
that flows from 
God)

John 4: 1-15
(The spiritual 
meaning of 
water)

 

Sustainable 
energy 

Leviticus 25:8-24  
(A sustainable 
strategy for agri-
culture)
 

Psalm 46
 (God remains 
the source of 
our strength and 
sustainability no 
matter what else 
happens)

Col 1:15-23
(All things cre-
ated through 
Christ)

John 3: 16-21
(God sent his Son 
for the salvation 
of the whole of 
creation)

Biodiversity Gen1:12-28
(The story of the 
beginning of 
biodiversity)

Psalm 148
(Eco praise !)

Rev 5:11-14
(Biodiversity –all 
creatures come 
together in 
praise)

Matthew 
10:36-33
(God values all of 
His creatures)
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SERMON NOTES:

CLIMATE       
CHANGE &        
ECO-JUSTICE
Matthew 6.19-34

The current economic crisis is deeply linked to 
the social and environmental crises. The link is 
that our relationship with wealth and posses-
sion has become idolatrous – as a society we 
have been seeking happiness through things, 
rather than through relationships. The values 
Jesus proclaimed - God’s Kingdom values – 
suggest that we should rather invest in relation-
ships – with God, people and creation. 

The Context – a Triple Crisis 
The credit crunch is deeply connected to our 
unsustainable use of the earth’s resources, and 
the pressures this is putting on financial sys-
tems and also on human society.

 “It is becoming clearer how far we have been 
mortgaging our children’s tomorrow to fund 
our today, both financially and in our use of the 
finite resources of the earth … Free markets 
cannot flourish within a value-free environ-
ment.” (Bishop of London)
 
Both financially and environmentally we can-
not keep borrowing from what is not really 
ours. There is much talk currently about the 
three pillars of sustainability: economic, social 
and environmental. Today, all three are being 
profoundly shaken. Economically, the myth 
that unlimited growth could continue forever 
has been shattered. The global economy may 
be 5 times the size it was 50 years ago but it 
is now running up against the twin buffers of 
unrestrained greed and the planet’s limited 
resources. Oil will peak soon if it hasn’t already. 
Rising carbon emissions are causing unpredict-
able weather patterns that make agriculture, 
transport and insurance highly unpredictable. 
In a world of economic boom, two billion peo-
ple live on less than R10 a day and 60% of the 
earth’s ecosystems have become degraded.  

Moreover, the myth that more money would 
automatically make us happier is being chal-
lenged in most affluent western societies. The 
psychologist Oliver James has described the 
social virus ‘Affluenza’ whereby we are sucked 
into an addictive cycle of believing that buying 
more stuff will make us more  happy , whereas 
it simply leaves us wanting more. Economic 
woes, social unease and environmental deple-
tion – the three pillars on which our societies 
are built, are being shaken to the core, and 
people are searching for a different way of be-
ing, and of living. 

So, we have a context of creation in crisis – a 
crisis caused by humanity in crisis about its 
purpose and values. In this context what does 
our Christian faith have to offer? Recognising 
that too often we in the churches have simply 
mimicked the values of wider society, where 
should we be different? 

In our reading from Matthew 6, Jesus offers a 
radically different approach to how we value 
the economic, the social and the environmen-
tal. “Do not store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. But store up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth 
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6.19-
21 NIV).  

Jesus is clear – money and possessions can 
easily take God’s place in our lives. 
Jesus’ challenge to our current crisis is also 
clear. We have turned creation into commodi-
ties and people into units of production. We 
have been worshipping mammon - economic 
growth and prosperity, rather than worshipping 
God. In the Sermon on the Mount, of which 
this reading is a part, true values lie not in ac-
cumulating more material possessions, but in 
cultivating deeper relationships. 

Rather than our happiness depending on 
balancing economic, social and environmen-
tal sustainability, Jesus offers us an alternative 
model. Our true happiness lies in our relation-
ships – firstly with God and his Kingdom values, 
and then with people and with the non-human 
creation. 
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If we seek first God’s Kingdom – his rule and his 
values – then our current crises fall into per-
spective. The worries of people in Jesus’ time 
were so similar to our worries today - food, 
clothing, housing, saving for a rainy day – many 
of the universal human worries. Jesus does not 
say these things don’t matter. Rather he says 
something a bit surprising: look at God’s crea-
tion – at birds and at flowers. Become ornithol-
ogists and botanists!  

In his wonderful paraphrase ‘The Message’, Dr 
Eugene Peterson puts these verses like this: 
“Look at the birds, free and unfettered,
not tied down to a job description,
careless in the care of God.
And you count far more to him than birds …
Walk out into the fields and look at the wild-
flowers.
They never primp or shop, but have you ever 
seen colour and design quite like it?
The ten best-dressed men and women in the 
country look shabby alongside them.
If God gives such attention to the appearance 
of wildflowers
- most of which are never even seen –
don’t you think he’ll attend to you, take pride in 
you, do his best for you?
What I’m trying to do here is to get you to 
relax,
to not be so preoccupied with getting,
so you can respond to God’s giving.”

As we take our minds off our preoccupation 
with tomorrow’s worries and deepen our rela-
tionship with God’s Kingdom values, so eve-
rything falls into perspective. Spending time 
in God’s creation – going for a walk, watch-
ing plants, birds, the waves at the beach, the 
movement of the planets and stars, digging a 
garden – all of these can be ways in which God 
helps us to rediscover what is really important.  
We need to spend time on our relationships 
with people, with family and friends. We also 
need to develop relationships with the poor 
and grow in God’s love and compassion. And 
as we develop our relationship with God, our 
materialistic values will be challenged and 
changed

Rev David Bookless: A Rocha 

Source: Churches together in Britain and Ireland

Global 
Warning

Creator God – maker and shaper of
all that is,
seen and unseen;
You are in the expanse and depth
of Creation, and in the processes
that make life possible.

Yet we are distracted by the gods
we make ourselves and our
lives become fractured and fragmented.
In our brokenness we disturb the
Earth’s capacity to hold us.
Instead we find climate uncertainty
and global injustice.

Call us back from the brink.
Help us to choose love not fear,
to change ourselves and not the planet;
to act justly for the sake of the vulnerable;
and
to make a difference today
for life tomorrow.

In your name – Father, Son and Spirit.
Amen.

Martyn Goss 2008: Source: Churches together in Brit-
ain and Ireland. 
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SERMON:

FOOD &            
ENVIRONMENTAL        
JUSTICE
‘OUR DAILY BREAD’  John 6, 1-12

  
‘The great community problem of our mod-
ern world is how to share bread.’ 
These words were said by George MacLeod, 
the Founder of the Iona Community in Scot-
land, several decades ago. The gap between 
the rich of the earth and the earth’s poor, after 
thirty years of narrowing following World War 
Two, has been followed by thirty-five years in 
which it has got wider - so wide that there has 
never been a time in human history when it was 
so great, or affected so many people. Truly, 
Lazarus is far away. 

But the gospel [John 6, 1-12: Jesus feeds the 
five thousand] is a vivid reminder that the prob-
lem of how to share bread is not a new one. 
It shows Jesus living with the huge tensions 
that were erupting round about him, strug-
gling to find time and space for solitude and 
prayer, and yet following the movement of his 
heart, going out in compassion to the people 
who crowded round him wherever he went, 
full of need, full of a reawakened hope. There 
is a wonderful description of how everyone 
ate.  John reads, ‘they all had as much as they 
wanted.’  It contains one of the most beautiful 
images in the Bible, this picture of sharing, of a 
basic need satisfied – and no one going hun-
gry! 

But food has become an extraordinarily com-
plex and emotive subject, full of contradictions. 
Cookery books dominate the bestseller lists, 
there are whole television channels dedicated 
to programmes about cooking, restaurants, 
food-growing, celebrity chefs, and the interest-
ing term, ‘food pornography’ has entered our 
dictionary.  

Obesity, especially childhood obesity, is turn-
ing into a serious national epidemic. We are 

confused about what constitutes healthy eat-
ing, confused by the labelling on the food we 
buy, confused about what the solutions might 
be. The emotional and psychological meanings 
of food are even more of a minefield; dieting, 
eating disorders, the role of food and meals in 
family and community life, the values of hospi-
tality.  

And that’s before we even start on the big 
questions of sustainable agriculture, factory 
farming, climate change, energy use, resource 
shortages and conflicts, trade rules and global 
hunger. The bottom line of almost every major 
global problem has got food in it somewhere. 
So I think it’s still very relevant that in the Lord’s 
Prayer, the family prayer of the church, the first 
plea we make, the top of the agenda, is:  
’Give us today our daily bread’ Bread, of 
course, as well as being a real thing in itself, 
also stands as a symbol for other things - for 
homes, healthcare, work, hope, justice - all the 
things that Jesus was always going on about, 
the necessities of life, the wherewithal to sus-
tain life. 

We need to remember that food for our-
selves is a material question but food for our 
neighbours is a spiritual one

And how does this link to the food we put on 
our plates? Well, it starts with what we put in 
our shopping trolleys.  We can try to buy lo-
cally, especially supporting small farmers and 
producers, and helping our own local econo-
mies rather than buying products made outside 
of South Africa.  When we do our grocery shop, 
we can buy a couple of extra items to donate 
to those in need. We could share more meals 
with friends and strangers. We could enjoy and 
give thanks for our food as a gift from God.  
We can cut down on junk food and eat food 
which is good for our bodies. 

He has filled the hungry with good things…’ 
(Luke 1, 46-55)

This verse is from the Magnificat, Mary’s song. 
Hers is the great New Testament song of lib-
eration. She anticipates the nature of glory, and 
she names it and she celebrates it. This is what 
God’s glory looks like... 
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He has scattered the proud with all their 
plans…
He has lifted up the lowly…
He has filled the hungry with good things, and 
sent the rich away
with empty hands.

This is how it will be. Mary is the prophet of the 
poor, announcing the transformed social order. 
The spiritual realm is embedded in economic 
and political reality. We are promised a cosmic 
liberation in which the hungry will be filled with 
good things. If we share the anxiety and pain, 
we need to remember that we also share the 
promise of glory.

Every Eucharist service should also remind us 
of our commitment to share; the bread was 
broken to be shared.: the prophet Amos re-
minds us

‘I hate your religious festivals; stop your noisy 
songs; instead,
 et justice roll like a river, and righteousness 
like a stream that 
never runs dry.’ (Amos 5, 21 – 24) 

If we get so caught up in the perfection of 
our own remembrance, or the beauty of our 
ceremonies and prayers, or our own nourish-
ment, that we forget that people are still hun-
gry and we are embodied with them in Christ’s 
body, then we rather miss the point of Jesus 
the bread of life. The bread was broken to be 
shared.

When we envisage our great feast in the 
kingdom of God where no one goes hungry 
and all are satisfied, I will be happy to forgo 
gala banquets in favour of a simple picnic by 
the lake. But it will not be a true celebration 
until everyone is included; the street children 
and those who are suffering from famine as 
well. God give us grace to share our bread.

Revd Dr Kathy Galloway, Head of Christian Aid 
Scotland 

Source: Churches together in Britain and Ireland

Bless, O Lord,
the plants, the vegetation 
and the herbs of the field,
that they may grow 
and increase to fullness
and bear much fruit.
And may the fruit of the land 
remind us 
of the spiritual fruit we should bear.

Coptic Orthodox liturgy, Egypt.



Season of Creation 2 18



Season of Creation 2 19



Season of Creation 2 20



Season of Creation 2 21



Season of Creation 2 22

SERMON:

WATER
‘Waters of life - Enough for all!’ 

Isaiah 55:1, 10-13, 1 Peter 3: 18-21, 
Rev. 7:16-17, John 4:4-15  

  
God’s great and wonderful gift of water is so 
necessary for both our bodies and our souls. 
Without water there is no life. Nothing can 
survive, grow and flourish without water. 

It is not surprising, then, that water is a very sig-
nificant image in the Bible. Throughout the Old 
Testament, we learn that God provides his crea-
tion and us human beings with an abundance 
of waters. As a matter of fact, the earth could 
be called ‘The Water Planet’ since it consists of 
so much water. Even our own bodies consist of 
more than 70 % water! The river from Eden (in 
present day devastated Iraq?) flowed abundant-
ly and supplied the garden with plenty of fresh 
and healthy water.

The Psalms and the Proverbs and other books 
in the Bible also tell us about this wonderful 
abundance. Our text from Isaiah speaks about 
its life-giving abundance to sustain agriculture 
and food for the whole creation. It is clear that 
God provides us with enough water - even in 
a desert situation of Biblical lands. We human 
beings must recognize God as the giver of all 
water. If we stop doing that, it will have seri-
ous effects. We will suffer the consequence of 
our own ignorance with polluted water and 
an unliveable environment. Already in the Old 
Testament it is clear that this abundant supply of 
water requires planning and care from the side 
of human beings. Obedience and worship of 
God are necessary for us to have enough water. 
God’s economy is always an economy of abun-
dance, but also stewardship.

After the Israelites follow Moses into the desert, 
they doubt God’s abundance and complain to 
Moses that they are being brought into the wil-
derness to die of thirst. Moses strikes the rock 
with his shaft and waters flow out of the rock. 

The abundance of Exodus and Numbers has 
a simple formula. Worship God above all and 
you will have all that you need. “You shall wor-
ship God and I will bless your bread and your 
water” Exodus 23:25. Numbers 24:7 promises, 
“water shall flow from his [Israel’s] buckets and 
his offspring shall have abundant water.” 

Many Psalms and Proverbs remind us of God’s 
bountiful gift of water and our need to share 
that gift. Proverbs 25:21 reminds us that the 
one who gives water will get water. 

For Christians, water certainly has both a direct 
real importance and a deep spiritual signifi-
cance. Jesus is concerned with both! 

Jesus’ discussion with the Samaritan woman 
in the gospel for today deals with both these 
aspects of water. Jesus and the woman met at 
a deep well in Sychar. It was not a water tank 
or other device for gathering water. It was the 
ancient well of the city, well known by all, cared 
for and respected by all, since all the inhabit-
ants of the city were totally dependent on it. It 
was probably surrounded by some sheltering 
trees with its roots deep down in the moist of 
the soil close to the well. Out of this well of 
Sychar came fresh and living water, gushing 
forth out of the depths.

The dialogue in this gospel text moves from 
ordinary water to the thirst for depth within us, 
a place where we can anchor our whole life, for 
ultimate meaning and satisfaction. All our thirst 
is a thirst within a greater one - for God! As he 
tells the woman at the well: “Those who drink 
the water that I will give them will never be 
thirsty. The water that I give them will become 
a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 
(John 4:14) What a beautiful image! The sim-
ple gift of water on earth becomes the sacred 
gift of God from heaven - to cleanse, heal and 
transform both our bodies and our souls. 

Why is it that Christians today have so much 
trouble making the connection between the 
physical and spiritual aspects of water? How 
can we read all these things about water in the 
Bible and not see any relation to the alarming 
state of water all around us in the world?
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Despite the abundance of water on the Earth, 
we humans have done a poor job of taking 
care of it. We abuse it for other purposes. We 
are diverting rivers and streams unnecessarily, 
we poison it, and waste it, indifferent to the 
consequences: too many people, too little wa-
ter, water in the wrong places and in the wrong 
amounts.1.2 billion people in the world do not 
have access to clean safe drinking water, and 
2.4 billion do not have adequate sanitation due 
to polluted waters.
 
The World Council of Churches recently found 
out that 80% of all disease in poor countries is 
related to poor drinking water and poor sanita-
tion. As much as 40% of the world’s population 
goes thirsty every year nowadays, with some 
countries consuming more and more while oth-
ers get less and less. Women and children in 
East Africa now walk an average of 21 minutes 
for each trip to collect water. 

Jesus came that all human beings might have 
life and have it abundantly. He clearly showed 
throughout his life that he cares both about our 
spiritual and physical well being. Abundant life 
is a combined spiritual and physical reality. The 
one who is touched by his Holy Spirit, the Spirit 
of Love, the fountain of living water cannot 
close their eyes to the physical water situation 
of the world. ‘’Ho, everyone who thirsts, come 
to the waters: and you that have no money 
come buy and eat!’ (Isaiah 55:1) What could we 
do in our congregation to make this become a 
reality in the full sense of ‘abundant life for all?’ 
Here are some practical suggestions: 

	 •	We need to repent of our uncaring ways 	 	
	 	 and attitudes towards creation and the 
	 	 natural environment in general and today 	 	
	 	 in particular towards God´s wonderful gift 
	 	 of water.
	 • Do not use bottled water, rather use tap 
	 	 water. Tap water in South Africa is 
	 	 completely safe to drink.
	 • Participate in a beach or river clean up.
	 • Do not use running water for rinsing the 	 	
	 	  dishes when you are washing up.
	 • Install a water-saving showerhead, and 	 	
		  choose to shower rather than bath

Source World Council of Churches 

Creating God, your name is written 
in every leaf, every bird, every river, 
every stone, every living being. 
Thank you for calling us by name.
Thank you for your continued 
creating power in water, rivers, 
forests and oceans. 
Make us attentive to the wounds of 
the earth and willing to work for the 
healing of the whole creation.
Let our children enjoy an abundant 
nature and live a long life on earth.

2003 LWF Assembly in Winnipeg.
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2012 is the United Nations Year of Sustainable 
Energy for All, with a target of giving the whole 
world reliable and clean energy by 2030. We 
need to make radical changes to move away 
from electricity which is generated by fossil fuels 
which cause climate change and are becoming 
increasingly expensive. We also need to move 
to greater efficiency and lower consumption. 
Renewable sources of energy (green energy) 
also create more jobs than fossil fuels.  

Currently the majority of energy comes from 
burning fossil fuels, either directly or to gener-
ate electricity. This emits carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere, which we know to be causing 
global warming and climate change. We are 
already at substantial risk of exceeding the 2 
degree Celsius rise beyond which it is generally 
believed dangerous effects will occur. 

Oil, gas and coal were created over millions of 
years and there is only a limited amount avail-
able on the planet. Although we are not going 
to run out of any of them completely in the 

Energy is a gift from God as part 
of his creation but one we hardly 
notice... until there’s a power cut!  
But one in five people in the world 
has no access to electricity at all 
and two in five rely on burning 
anything from wood to animal 
excrement for cooking and 
heating and the fumes damage 
their health: two million a year die 
as a result

SUSTAINABILITY: 
ENERGY AS GODS GIFT

near future, we have certainly discovered and 
extracted the bulk of the easily accessible and 
high quality supplies. This is why we’re drilling 
for oil and gas in increasingly deep water, sur-
veying the Arctic, and starting to extract from 
the Alberta tar sands and through oil fracking, 
at relatively high environmental and economic 
cost. Trends in coal are similar but less ad-
vanced.

Many argue that we cannot continue 
to produce oil and gas in the 
quantities we do currently, but even if 
we can, the combination of increased 
extraction costs and increased demand 
by countries such as India and China 
means that the trend of increased 
energy prices we’ve seen in recent 
years is going to increase, putting the 
cost beyond the reach of the poorest 
in the world. 
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Cleaner cooking can be provided by 
supplying stoves that run on 
electricity, solar power, or smokeless 
fuels such as propane and charcoal 
pellets. (Although these still produce 
CO2, they produce less than 
traditional methods, due to greater 
efficiency.) 

What does this have to do with us? 
It combines three principles of our Christian 
life and relationship with God:

•	 Care for God’s creation: we should care 	 	
	 about the effects that our energy use is 
	 having on the planet God has given us to live 	
	 on and look after.

•	 Care for God’s people: we should care for 	 	
	 the poor and suffering, and be concerned 	 	
	 for the injustice that some in the world have 	 	
	 little access to energy while others use vast 	 	
	 amounts.

•	Wise use of what God has given us: energy is 	
	 a gift from God for our benefit and 
	 enjoyment. Is our use of it faithful to him, or 	 	
	 are we being wasteful?

As Christians, we 
have responsibilities 
both to care for the 
poor and to care for 
the planet. So we 
need to be aware of 
the issues and know 
what we can do 
both as individuals 
and as churches.

It’s very easy to take energy for granted. With-
out thinking about it we’ll plug something in, 
flick a switch, turn on the gas or start the car 
and expect something to happen. Only on the 
rare occasions that something goes wrong do 
we realise just how dependent we are.

The United Nations have made 2012 Sus-
tainable Energy for All year, with two goals:

•	 Everyone in the world should have access to 		
	 clean electricity and heating. A consequence 
	 of all this burning is fumes which damage 	 	
	 people’s health, and also pollute the wider 	 	
	 environment. 

•	 The world should move to sustainable 
	 energy: our use of fossil fuels is also polluting 	
	 and causing climate change.

As Christians, we have an additional insight. 
All this energy originates ultimately in God’s 
creation of sun, moon and Earth. And he 
gives us vastly more, in solar radiation hit-
ting the earth, than we can currently use. 
Our bible passage will help us reflect on 
this.
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BIBLE REFLECTION - READ PSALM 146
•	 God creates everything and provides for 	
	 us.  Can we expect as much energy as we 	
	 like? Why or why not?
•	 How do we reconcile verses 7-9 with all 	
	 we’ve talked about?
•	 Do we have a role in providing the poor 	
	 with energy, and if so what?
•	 Given that God is the ultimate source of 	
	 energy, what does that say about how we 	
	 use it?

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER
Thank God for his gift of energy and that we 
have plenty. Pray for those who are without, 
and for efforts to give them a better future.

BIBLE REFLECTION - 
READ GENESIS 1:26-30
•	 This well-known passage doesn’t mention 	
	 energy directly, but what conclusions can 	
	 we draw?

•	 The earth is given to all of humanity, past, 	
	 present and future. But … “Humanity al	
	 ways wants a free lunch, but isn’t prepared 	
	 to do the washing up so that someone 	
	 else can have a meal later.”
	 Is this true, why is it true, and can we do 	
	 anything about it?

•	 Can it ever be right to use our increasingly 	
	 scarce resources for unnecessary things? 	
	 (e.g. TV, entertainment, electronic devices 	
	 for that do things we could do by hand, 	
	 etc.)

An electricity fast: Take a day to live 
using no electricity, or as little as 
possible. Reflect on how different 
this day was.

Be thankful: Each time you use 
energy, whether electricity, gas, 
driving a car, or using something 
that has taken energy to produce, 
take the opportunity to thank God 
for what his gift of energy has 
enabled you to do.

Energy efficiency and consumption: 
Think about how you can cut your 
electricity usage.  Some suggestions 
are: using a ‘wonder box’, only 
filling your kettle with as much 
water as you need, making sure you 
put the lids on pots, turn off the 
oven ten minutes before your food 
is ready, use energy saving light 
bulbs, turn your geyser down to 50 
degrees and use a blanket, turn off 
heaters and wear more layers, keep 
your car serviced and the tyres 
inflated. Use teleconferencing, form 
a lift club...
Share ideas with other members of 
the congregation.

BIBLE STUDY –        
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY: 
ENERGY AS GOD’S GIFT
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SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER
Thank God for what we can do with electricity. 
Pray for wisdom for our leaders and those in 
energy companies as they try to meet the chal-
lenging sustainability targets.

BIBLE REFLECTION - READ ISAIAH 58

This chapter is often quoted when 
talking about helping the poor and 
social injustice issues generally, but 
in the original context it is as much 
about wider lack of community.

•	What three things are the Israelites called to 		
	 do? (See verses 6, 7, 9a.)

•	 How might these apply to the issue of 
	 sustainable energy and the reasons why 	 	
	 many still live in energy poverty?

•	 Are there any limits to our obligations? 
	 What is “poor” and do we need to help 	 	
	 everyone who has less energy access than
	 us? What would be the practical 
	 consequences if we did succeed in getting 	 	
	 them all to our own level of consumption?

•	 Does this passage advocate that we should 	 	
	 “fast from energy use”, whatever that might 	 	
	 mean in practice?
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SERMON:

SUSTAINABLE  
ENERGY 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
James 1:17-27
Song of Solomon 2:8-13

  
When faced with a flat packed piece of 
furniture to assemble I am always tempted 
to ignore the maker’s instructions, thinking 
that I know how best to do it. The 
consequence of persisting with my way of 
doing this frequently results in a lopsided 
wardrobe and various screws left over that 
don’t appear to fit anywhere.

As a human race this is often our way of oper-
ating; devising our own rules and ways rather 
than obeying God’s commands. The conse-
quences for human beings and the natural 
world have been devastating. Wendell Berry 
claims that “our destruction of nature is not 
just bad stewardship, or stupid economics, or 
a betrayal of family responsibility; it is the most 
horrid blasphemy.”

Deuteronomy 4 is set at the edge of the 
Promised Land, with the people of God poised 
to enter. They are on the border both geo-
graphically and theologically. It is vital therefore 
that they get it right for the sake of themselves 
and coming generations (v9). The writer im-
plores the people to follow the decrees and 
laws taught by God, not as a strait jacket but 
as means of ensuring human flourishing. These 
are guidelines for godly living that will allow a 
good life for the people of God through the 
generations and for the rest of the created 
order. Possession of this land flowing with milk 
and honey, that is a place of great natural and 
spiritual richness, is a wonderful opportunity to 
be celebrated. It is also a gift of God requiring 
stewardship. Therefore our responsibility is to 
‘be careful and watch yourselves so that you do 
not forget the things your eyes have seen or let 
them slip from your heart’ (Deut 4:9). Central to 
this human flourishing is the need to remember 

continually that it is not theirs by right but the 
land is a gift (v1). It is when we assume posses-
sion is by right rather than gift that we enter 
into an exploitative relationship with the land.
 
Further exploration of Deuteronomy and the 
rest of the Torah gives hints and indications of 
how closely aligned to God’s commandments 
are the concepts of creation care and sustain-
ability, for example preservation of fruit trees in 
the times of war (Deut. 20:19-20). 

Jesus takes this theme up in addressing the 
Pharisees in Mark 7. He urges them, who 
thought that they were faithfully following God 
stipulations, to look again at both the bigger 
picture and more closely at the heart of the 
matter. So caught up in seeming to do the 
right thing and ticking the religious boxes, they 
had lost sight of God’s real purposes. 

The observance of Corban (v 11) was a sophis-
ticated way of pretending to do one’s duty 
to God whilst neglecting those who needed 
help. Jesus continues in the long line of Old 
Testament prophets and is unabashed in his 
condemnation, labelling those who do this 
‘hypocrites’ (v 6).  ‘You have let go of the com-
mands of God and are holding to the traditions 
of people’ (v8). In these words Jesus holds up a 
mirror to our own hearts both individually and 
as a nation. Do we play religion or do we live in 
a way that makes the call of God on our lives to 
love God and love our neighbour our primary 
concern?

This call to love God and to love our neigh-
bour has implications on how we steward the 
God-given natural resources of the earth. Are 
they used to help the poorest and the needi-
est? The temptation is to cry ‘Corban’, and to 
carry on concentrating on our internal church 
life and church buildings whilst neglecting the 
marginalized. The effects of climate change 
and environmental degradation fall hardest 
on the poorest of the world. Creation care and 
working for sustainability is an integral part of 
the dual obedience of caring for the poor and 
looking after God’s good earth. Sustainable en-
ergy is an example of this dual obedience; for 
example the United Nations aim to promote 
and provide clean stoves provides a key need 
for some of the most marginalized poor people 
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on the planet whilst at the same time helps to 
preserve the natural habitat around them. This 
is an attempt to love God through helping sus-
tain the resources of the natural world.

James 1:17-27.  The epistle for the day is one 
of the starkest and most challenging passages 
of the New Testament. It is also in many ways 
one of the simplest and clearest. James is 
quite explicit that real religion is a matter not 
so much of orthodoxy but of orthopraxis, not 
just believing the right thing but doing the 
right thing as well.  Looking after widows and 
orphans, in other words the poorest of this 
society and of any society, is not an optional 
extra for Christians. Simply saying ‘stay warm, 
eat well’ is not what Christians are called to do. 
Our calling is to be part of the solution and 
help provide warmth and stoves and food. That 
is how James would understand true religion.

“If in piety the church says, ‘The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fullness thereof’ and in fact is no 
different in thought and action from the gen-
eral community, who will be drawn to her word 
and worship to ‘come and see’ that her work or 
salvation has any meaning? 

Source: Churches together in Britain and Ireland.
Rev. Mike Gilbert.

A morning prayer

Show us how to do things well today, 
so that others may not suffer, 
here or there, 
now or in the future. 
Show us how to make 
our contribution 
as we change the way we live, 
travel, make and consume, 
pack and unpack, 
use, misuse and re use energy, 
heating and lighting.   
Show us how to do simple things 
well in our home, 
places of work and lifestyle choices.  
Show us how to protect the world 
you made, 
in all its diversity and goodness, 
from our carbon emissions, 
global warming and climate change, 
rising temperatures and sea levels, 
the displacement of peoples, 
environmental poverty, 
harm and destruction. 
Show us how and show us why, 
so that alone and with others 
our contribution will 
make a difference. 
Amen

© Robin Morrison 2006.  Reproduced by ECEN for 
Creation Time 2008.
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What is biodiversity? 
This is a technical term for the variety of life 
on Earth. It refers not just to the diversity of 
species of plants, animals, fungi, bacteria etc, 
but also to the variety within any one species 
and to the various ways species live together 
in ecosystems.  

Why does biodiversity matter? 
Many people feel delight in the diversity itself 
and want to preserve it for its own sake and for 
its beauty and inspirational value. There is also 
a sense of preserving genetic diversity so that 
future generations can draw on it as a resource, 
e.g. for new drugs in medicine or resistance to 
pests in crop plants. 

Biodiversity is also important because it: 
•	 is crucial for sources of food, fuel and energy, 
 

• 	is needed to regulate the Earth’s atmosphere,  

• 	is essential for pollination, waste-disposal, 	 	
	 pollution control, agriculture and clean water.  

The 
Community 
of All Creation 

BIODIVERSITY: 
ST FRANCIS DAY 

Why is it important to Christians? 
The accounts of the Creation in the early chap-
ters of Genesis emphasise the delight God 
takes in his Creation. More specifically in Gen-
esis 2.15 Adam is instructed to ‘till and care for’ 
the earth and many modern interpreters take 
this in a strong sense that we are accountable 
to God for the care we take over our fellow 
creatures and our shared world. Currently, hu-
man activities are destroying biodiversity at 
alarming rates and these losses are irreversible.

In the biblical view the earth and all that fills it 
comprise a community. One of the basic errors 
of our culture is to separate humanity from the 
rest of creation. The very term ‘the environ-
ment’ suggests that we are a separate entity, 
while everything else is ‘out there’.  In the 
Genesis account of creation, humans and other 
creatures are formed together (Genesis 1:24-
31). Humans, endowed with a special calling 
and special privileges, have a pivotal role in the 
development and well-being of creation. When 
we fail, all creation suffers. 
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Correspondingly, the redemption of creation 
awaits the full redemption of human beings 
(Romans 8:18-23).  We are called to do two 
things – to help to save the species that he has 
created, and to turn from the arrogance and 
idolatry that incurs his judgment.
 
Some people think that the disappearance of 
natural species doesn’t really matter that much. 
In planning matters, economy often is more im-
portant than ecology. Partly as a result of such 
a mindset, we are living through the sixth great 
extinction in the history of the Earth – and the 
first to be caused by humans. The current rate 
of extinction is said to be 100 or even 1,000 
times above the natural level.  A true sense of 
the value of God’s creation would cause us to 
repent of such callous disregard. 
                                                         
In our globalised economy, greedy and abu-
sive trading practices dispossess both people 
and natural species. Destruction of tropical 
forests assaults both indigenous races and 
wildlife. Trade in ivory and ‘bushmeat’ threaten 
elephants and primates. Sometimes forests 
are destroyed by people who are themselves 
desperate for land in order to feed themselves 
and their families. In many cases demand from 
the rich nations drives the exploitation both of 
people and of the natural world. For instance 
the demand for fish has depleted stocks world-
wide. Thus in our world oppression of the poor, 
such as is denounced by Amos in his time, is in-
separable from the destruction of species and 
ecosystems. Rather than just feeling guilty, we 
can take practical and political actions towards 
fair and ecologically responsible trade.

BIBLE STUDY –         
BIODIVERSITY

Read together:  Job 38:1-27 
(Ideally use ‘The Message’ – a fresh, mod-
ern version

Questions for reflection and discussion 
• 	Why does nature flourish? What does Job 	
	 suggest about this? 
• 	What images does Job 38 use to describe 	
	 God’s work in creation? 
(Answers include designer / architect / par-
ent / ruler / provider) 

•	What do these tell us about God’s 
	 character? 
•	What other attributes of God’s character 	
	 have people seen in their own experience 	
	 of nature? 
• 	What does Job 38:25-27 suggest about 	
	 whom creation is for? Is it only for people? 
•	 How does human behaviour today inhibit 	
	 creation from flourishing? 
•	What are the root causes of this – where 	
	 have we gone wrong? 
• 	How do we need to re-orientate ourselves	
	  to regain the perspective of Job 38? 
	 What might this mean for: 
	 - our priorities? 
	 - our lifestyles? 
	 - our church-life? 
	 - our work-life? 

• 	Pray for areas of the world that are 	 	
	 suffering the effects of Climate Change 	
	 and biodiversity loss. 
• Pray for those who work in the 
	 environmental & conservation sectors. 
• 	Pray for Christian organisations which are 	
	 seeking to care for God’s world
• 	Pray for God’s Church worldwide to 
	 recover the foundational importance of 	
	 creation care in its worship and mission. 

Source (Rev Nigel Cooper : Churches together in 
Britain and Ireland)
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SERMON:

BIODIVERSITY   
Good News for All Creation

  
At the end of St Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says 
to his disciples “Go and share the good news 
with all creation.” All creation. The task of 
believers is not simply to go and communicate 
a few ideas to a few promising human beings, 
it is to transform the face of the earth. We are 
to be the bearers of good news for the world 
that God has made. Not for any one little bit 
of it, for any one community at the expense 
of others. Not even it seems for humanity at 
the expense of everything else in the universe. 
Good news for all creation.

And that is why we’re here, to ask today what is 
going to be good news for creation? It looks in 
the last few decades particularly and perhaps 
the last few millennia as if the human race has 
on the whole not been very good news for the 
rest of creation. 
And that’s catching up with us, catching up with 
us in terms of its practical effects. We are see-
ing pollution of our oceans, loss of biodiversity, 
and increase of hunger.

We are more and more beginning to realise 
how we have turned our back on that com-
mand of the risen Lord, to be and to carry 
good news for all of his world. We need to 
ask God to rally us and unite us and inspire us 
around a vision of universal good news, which 
is justice for creation and justice for God’s 
human children also. These two things are 
inseparable. 

We do not have to make some kind of choice 
between looking after human beings and look-
ing after the planet .We are as human beings, 
in case you haven’t noticed, creatures. In Job 
38:18 we can find that wonderful reminder of 
where we stand in creation. God says to Job 
with unforgettable fatherly sarcasm “Have 
you comprehended the expanse of the Earth? 
Declare if you know all this.” So we are part 
of a great interwoven system of life. We live 
because we are creatures. We depend on the 
health of the world around us. And because of 
that, the health of the world around us and our 
own long-term health are not two things but 
one. Let’s not lose sight of that. 

Sadly, we hear all too often how climate 
change is affecting the most vulnerable com-
munities on the earth. Of our failure to attend 
to the health and wellbeing of creation, the fail-
ure to share good news with creation itself.

St Paul’s words in the Letter to the Romans 
8:19-21
 “For the creation waits in eager expectation 
for the children of God to be revealed.  For the 
creation was subjected to frustration, not by 
its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself 
will be liberated from its bondage to decay 
and brought into the freedom and glory of the 
children of God “.
Hold that vision with enormous clarity and 
power. When human beings are healed of their 
sin and their fear, when human beings find their 
healing, their deliverance from selfishness and 
greed and anxiety it begins to make a mysteri-
ous difference to everything. You begin to see 
that God’s purpose for the whole creation is 
glory for all that is made in which human be-
ings share with all other things. Creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to corruption 
and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 
Somehow our deliverance into joy and thanks-
giving, into reconciliation with God and one 
another spills over into the reconciliation and 
the transfiguration of the whole world we’re in. 
Our liberation is the world’s liberation. Good 
news for us should be good news for the whole 
of God’s world. So for us to be sharing good 
news with the whole human race and the whole 
world in which and from which it lives, is  for us 
to be set free first of all. Set free from the myth 
that somehow human beings really exist some-
where else than in the world as it truly is. That 
somehow we’re in charge.  That somehow this 
is given to us to use as we wish, as if we were 
not embodied but disembodied.

We need to be delivered from that, we need 
to be delivered not only from untruth but from 
fear. The fear that if we take steps of courage 
and generosity in relation to the world and to 
one another somehow we will make ourselves a 
little bit less comfortable. 

This is not about fear; this is not about all of us 
as Christians saying to the rest of the human 
race “It’s time to panic. Worry harder.” Because 
mysteriously that doesn’t actually change very 
much. What we have to say is in the sharing of 
good news there is life for us, life for our neigh-
bours, life for the creation in which God has 
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placed us. And that is something for joy not 
fear.  So please, let’s focus on the thanksgiving 
and the wonder of the gift we’ve been given in 
our universe. And the gift of faith, perspective, 
courage, spirit filled vision that is ours. 

Back to Job again. “Who determined the 
measurements of the Earth, who stretched 
the line upon it? On what were its basis sunk? 
Who laid its cornerstone? When the morning 
stars sang together and all the heavenly beings 
shouted for joy.” Now that is where our passion 
for creation comes from. It’s the singing of the 
heavenly beings; it’s the morning stars rejoic-
ing. It’s creation as a gift for which we must be 
grateful. A gift in whose life and for whose life 
we must act not out of fear but out of love, out 
of generosity. And out of the hope of that free-
dom of the glory of the children of God. 

“Go...” says Jesus “...share the good news with 
every creature, with everything that has been 
made. We have been privileged to hear good 
news and so we renew our commitment to 
speak that good news courageously in a world 
so appallingly hungry for it. To speak good 
news to the poorest and the most vulnerable, 
to speak good news to the creation abused 
and exploited by us. 

If the God of Job and the Lord Jesus Christ and 
St Paul are right then our witness in this respect 
truly is a sign of our liberation. And a sign of 
hope in the world. 
May it be so..

By Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury.
Source: Churches together in Britain and Ireland.

Good Lord, most High Almighty, 
to you all praise is due, 
all glory, honour, blessing, 
belong alone to you; 
there is no man whose lips 
are fit to frame your name.

Be praised then, my Lord God, 
in and through all your creatures 
	especially among them, 
	through noble Brother Sun, 
	by whom you light the day; 
	in his radiant splendid beauty 
	he reminds us, Lord, of you.

Be praised, my Lord. 
Through Sister Moon and all the stars;
you have made the sky shine in their lovely light.

In Brother Wind be praised, my Lord, 
and in the air,
in clouds, in calm,
in all the weather moods that cherish life.

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Water; 
she is most useful, humble, precious, pure.  
And Brother Fire, by whom you lighten night; 
how fine is he, how happy, powerful, strong.

Through our dear Mother Earth be praised, my Lord, 
she feeds us, guides us, gives us plants, bright flowers 
and all her fruits.

Be praised, my Lord, through us, 
when out of love for you
we pardon one another.
When we endure
in sickness and in sorrow.
Blessed are they who preserve in peace; 
from you, Most High, they will receive their prize.

Be praised, my Lord, praised for our Sister Death, 
	 from whom no man alive can hope to hide; 
	 wretched are they who die deep in their sin.  
	 And blessed those, Death finds doing your will.  
	 For them there is no further death to fear.

	 O people! Praise God and bless him, 
	 give him thanks
	 and serve him most humbly.

The Canticle of the Creatures - St. Francis of Assisi; 
translation by Molly Reidy
Reproduced by ECEN for Creation Time 2001
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BLESSING OF  
ANIMALS   
Saint Francis day

  
Concerning the Occasion

Animals are a vital part of the creation of which 
human beings have been given stewardship. 
They provide us with companionship, and in 
some cases assist in independent daily liv-
ing. The rite which follows is intended for use 
when it is desired to give thanks and to pray for 
God’s blessing on pets and other domestic 
animals. It is anticipated that a significant num-
ber of children will be present, and their partici-
pation and leadership should be encouraged. 
Portions of this material may be incorporated 
into the Sunday Eucharist of a congregation..

Intercessions and Thanksgivings
. 
Leader:	 We thank you, God, for the gift of 
life: for the beauty and wonder of creation, and 
for our own
	 	 life which comes from you. 
People:	 Glory to you for ever and ever.
Leader:	 We thank you for the richness of 	 	
	 	 animal life: for fish and birds, 
	 	 insects, reptiles, and mammals. 
People:	 Glory to you for ever and ever.
Leader:	 We thank you for the animals who 	
	 	 give us faithful companionship, 	 	
	 	 joy when we are happy and 
	 	 comfort when we are sad.
People:	 Glory to you for ever and ever.
Leader:	 We thank you for calling us to 	 	
	 	 care for these animals. 
	 	 May we learn love and respect for 	
	 	 all living things. 
People:	 Glory to you for ever and ever.

The priest says the prayer of blessing.
Blessed are you, living, loving God.
All creation praises you,
yet you have given the earth into our hands.

You made animals as our companions,
that in caring for them
we might learn to love and care
for all your creatures,
and find in them a sign of your grace.
As we fulfil this calling
may we draw close to you,
the giver of all life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The animals are blessed

The service may continue at the Peace  

From Canadian Book of Occasional Services

Reader:	 The Earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,
	 the world and all that dwells therein.

All:	 We live in God’s world, we are not alone. 
	 We share this life with the heavens and the earth,
	 with the waters and the land, 
	 with trees and grasses, 
	 with fish, birds, and animals, 
	 with creatures of every form, 
	 and with all our brothers and sisters.

Reader:	 God saw all that was made, and behold, 
	 it was very good.

Source: A Service of Worship - The Earth Is the Lord’s, 
United Church of Canada
Reproduced by ECEN for Creation Time 2003
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CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES

Invite the children to close their eyes and 
picture their favourite place in the world. Now 
think of one thing each one of us could do to 
take care of this world e.g. recycling, wasting 
less water, switching off electrical appliances 
instead of leaving on stand by, not dropping lit-
ter etc. Even the small changes we all make can 
make a difference. In pairs or individually, ask 
the children to produce posters, either show-
ing small changes we could all make to care for 
our world, or celebrating the world’s biodiver-
sity. Put these posters up around the church or 
building.

Make a green colour strip 
Take the children out to collect as many differ-
ent green leaves as possible or provide these 
for them.  Put a strip of double sided sticky 
tape on a piece of white card and arrange 
the leaves (or parts of the leaves if too big) in 
colour order from lightest green through to 
darkest green onto the tape. This gives a col-
our strip showing something of the diversity of 
plants in the local environment.  

Leaf collage 
Draw a large leaf shape on an A4 piece of pa-
per.  Fill the leaf shape with as many different 
leaves found in the local environment glued on 
using PVA glue as a collage of plant diversity. 

Psalm of praise 
Read Psalm 8 to the children. Using a large 
sheet of paper, create a “thought shower” of 
things in the natural world that the children 
would like to give thanks to God for. These 
might include favourite places, animals, food 
etc. Then, scribe the children’s Psalm of praise 
beginning and ending with, “O Lord, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 
And including the children’s suggestions in 
the main body of the “Psalm”.  Read the 
joint piece of work together. Use this Psalm in 
church next week.

Story Board 
Read the story of creation from Genesis 1 to 
the group. You may prefer to use a children’s 
version of the Bible or The Message for this. 
Provide an A3 piece of paper divided into six 
squares to the children, to work on in pairs or 
individually. Ask the children to draw the crea-
tion story in each of the boxes to represent the 
six days of creation, reminding them that the 
seventh day was a day of rest. 

Creation Cube 
Read the story of creation from Genesis 1 to 
the group. You may prefer to use a children’s 
version of the Bible or The Message for this. 
Provide the children with a cube net (template) 
on A4 card.  On each face of the cube, draw 
one of the six days of creation. Cut out and 
make up the cube. Each toss of the cube will 
remind the children of a different aspect of the 
creation story. 

Flower collage pen pots  
Provide the children with pictures of flowers 
from gardening magazines or seed catalogues 
etc and a cardboard cup. Use PVA glue to 
cover the cup with the flower pictures, which 
can then be used as a pen holder. As the chil-
dren make the flower collage pen pots, discuss 
the diversity of plants in the world. 

Wildlife garden  
Use a corner of the church garden, a window 
box or large plant pot to sow some wildflower 
seeds for the children to create and care for 
their own wildlife garden. Talk about the im-
portance of providing the right environment 
for bees and other wildlife, how we depend on 
bees for pollination, the importance of sup-
porting native species etc. 

Creation musical  
Listen to the story of creation. Either make 
musical instruments out of junk or use 
percussion instruments to produce a 
soundtrack for each aspect of the creation 
story. Reread the story with the children playing 
their music.
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ADDITIONAL 
LITURGICAL 
MATERIALS

Blessing

Deep peace of the running wave to you, 
deep peace of the flowing air to you, 
deep peace of the quiet earth to you, 
deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.

Amen.
Gaelic blessing, from Words and Songs of Reconciliation 
and Praise, Graz, 1997) 

Sending forth
Leader:
Go forth now to care for God’s world.
Use energy wisely. Share your knowledge.
Sacrifice where necessary. Live in harmony with all 
creation.
Go out into all the world as prophets of a new way 
of living
and preach the good news to all creation.
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit,
Be with us all now and always.
All: Amen.
From Prayers for the Planet, at a service at Hinde Street 
Methodist Church, London, before the Climate March, 
December 2005

Reading on food and environmental justice
Psalm 65 v1a, 9-13 Good News Bible:

O God, it is right for us to praise you...
You show your care for the land by sending rain; 
you make it rich and fertile. 
You fill the streams with water; 
you provide the earth with crops. 
This is how you do it:
you send abundant rain on the ploughed fields 
and soak them with water; 
you soften the soil with showers 
and cause the young plants to grow.
What a rich harvest your goodness provides! 
Wherever you go there is plenty.
The pastures are filled with flocks; 
the hillsides are full of joy.
The fields are covered with sheep; 
the valleys are full of wheat. 
Everything shouts and sings for joy.

A litany  for sustainable energy

Creator God, you have generously blessed us with 
an abundance of gifts in this, your world.  Help us 
to share in that generosity by living in a way that 
ensures that your gifts will continue to be available 
for future generations. 
O God, give us your love for the whole of Creation

Creator God, we rejoice that, as human beings, we 
have been created in your image and likeness. But 
we also recognise that humanity alone cannot ade-
quately reflect you. The whole diversity of the earth 
is needed to give us even a glimpse of your wonder 
and greatness. Help us to live in a sustainable way 
so that this marvellous diversity is respected. 
O God, give us your love for the whole of Creation

Creator God, we live in a world where some of us 
throw out food while others go to bed hungry; 
where some have the modern amenities of life at 
their disposal and others struggle to find drinking 
water. May we learn to share with one another and, 
in this way, come to share in your generosity to all. 
O God, give us your love for the whole of Creation

Creator God, the sun, the wind and the waves are 
your gifts for the flourishing of the whole commu-
nity of life on earth. Help us to use them creatively 
to produce sustainable energy for all.
O God, give us your love for the whole of Creation

Through scientists, engineers and scholars new 
knowledge comes to light; may new developments 
in the production of sustainable energy protect our 
fragile planet and promote the well-being of all 
peoples and all creatures on their journey to whole-
ness.
O God, give us your love for the whole of Creation

We pray for the United Nations, for all international, 
national and local leaders and for managers of 
companies that they may be guided by your Spirit 
to make wise decisions about sources of sustain-
able energy for all.
O God, give us your love for the whole of Creation

Creator God, You have blessed humankind with 
understanding, imagination and memory. Show us 
how to learn from past mistakes and plan for the 
future creatively and responsibly. 
O God, give us your love for the whole of Creation  

Priest/leader
Let us pray: Create in us a new heart and a new vi-
sion, O God, that the gifts of Your Spirit may work 
in us and renew the face of the earth. May we be 
one with you so that our work is yours and your 
work is ours. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who 
lives with you and with the Holy Spirit for ever. 
Amen
(Source: Churches together in Britain and Ireland 
– resources for creation time)





We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty 
of the earth and sky and sea;
for the richness of mountains, plains, and rivers;
for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers.
We praise you for these good gifts 
and pray that we may safeguard them for our posterity.
Grant that we may continue to grow in our grateful 
enjoyment of your abundant creation,
to the honor and glory of your name, now and forever.

(Source: The Book of Common Prayer; 
Church Publishing, New York)




