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FOREWORD AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
“Climate change is real, and it is happening now.
In large parts of sub-Saharan Africa, this is a reality. The poor, the vulnerable and the hungry are exposed
to the harsh edge of climate change every day of their lives. The melting of the snows on the peak
of Kilimanjaro is a warning of the changes taking place in Africa. Across this beautiful but vulnerable
continent, people are already feeling the change in the weather. But rain or drought, the result is the
same: more hunger and more misery for millions of people living on the margins of global society.
In the past 10 years, 2.6 billion people have suffered from natural disasters. That is more than a third of
the global population - most of them in the developing world. The human impact is obvious, but what is
not so apparent is the extent to which climatic events can undo the developmental gains put in place over
GHFDGHV'URXJKWVDQGÀRRGVGHVWUR\OLYHVEXWWKH\DOVRGHVWUR\VFKRROVHFRQRPLHVDQGRSSRUWXQLW\
It is time to stop this cycle of destruction.”
(Archbishop Emeritus Tutu, April 2008)*
This resource material for a ‘Season of Creation’ has been developed by a team of passionate people, in
order to help the Anglican Church rise to the challenges of climate change and environmental degradation.
Our prayer is that as we explore our faith from a Creation perspective, we will be inspired to cherish and
protect our world. Our thanks go to all those who have made the dream of this resource book a reality.
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Use of the book:
The introduction to the book contains some general instructions on the use of the Eucharistic material,
together with Eucharistic prayers and a lectionary for the season. Thereafter there are six sections
FRYHULQJWKHWKHPHVRI%LRGLYHUVLW\/DQG:DWHU&OLPDWH&KDQJH1HHGQRW*UHHGDQG6WHZDUGVKLS
Each section contains the following:
•
•

•

Eucharistic liturgy,
Background information: to assist with the preparation of sermons and prayers
$IDFWVKHHW7REHFRSLHGIRUGLVWULEXWLRQYLDWKHSHZOHDÀHWRUVPDOOJURXSV
Small group study material.

Finally there is an appendix with further resource materials.
May our Creator God use this book to challenge and uplift us.

Rev Rachel Mash: Resource co-ordinator.

SEASON OF CREATION
* ‘Climate Change is real’. Address given at the Major Emitters Meeting, April 2008. Used with permission.
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SEASON OF CREATION

USING THE LITURGICAL MATERIAL
APB

Liturgical Text

Commentary

*$7+(5,1*5,7(
#1

Greeting
:HOFRPH

7KH3UHVLGLQJ0LQLVWHUKDVRSSRUWXQLW\WRZHOFRPHWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQDQGWRJLYH
any notices regarding the service of the day.

Approach Sentence

This is a sentence of scripture that helps to locate the theme of the service, usually
WDNHQIURPRQHRIWKHOHVVRQVRIWKHGD\,WLVVSRNHQE\WKH3UHVLGLQJ0LQLVWHU
after the welcome and notices, and before #4 and #5 or the hymn that might
replace those sections.

WR
$FWRI3HQLWHQFH
#14

7KH $FW RI 3HQLWHQFH FRXOG EH SRVLWLRQHG KHUH DV SDUW RI WKH 3UHSDUDWLRQ RU LW
could follow the sermon as a response to the proclamation.
7KHIRUPRIWKH$FWRI3HQLWHQFHFRXOGIROORZWKHVHWSDWWHUQRIWKH$3%RULWFRXOG
be presented in the form set out in the Additional material, combining the Kyrie’s
(#8) and the Absolution (14)

# 15

7KH&ROOHFWVIRUWKLVVHWRI/LWXUJLFDOPDWHULDOKDYHEHHQZULWWHQWRFDUU\WKHWKHPH
RIWKHVSHFL¿FVHUYLFH,WVKRXOGEHQRWHGWKDWWKLVLVWKH¿QDODFWRI3UHSDUDWLRQ
IRU WKH 3URFODPDWLRQ DQG LW VKRXOG EH SUHFHGHG E\ D SHULRG RI VLOHQFH WR DOORZ
PHPEHUVRIWKHFRQJUHJDWLRQWRSUD\WKHLURZQ¿QDOSUD\HUVRISUHSDUDWLRQ7KLV
could be introduced by this or a similar invitation:
³$VVXUHGRIRXUIRUJLYHQHVVDQGZKROHQHVVLQ&KULVWOHWXVDOORZWKH+RO\6SLULW
WR SUHSDUH RXU KHDUWV WR UHFHLYH *RG¶V :RUG DV ZH FHOHEUDWH WKLV VDFUDPHQW
together.”

Collect

352&/$0$7,212)*2'¶6:25'
7KH/HFWLRQVIRUWKH6HDVRQSURYLGHOHVVRQVIURPWKH2OGDQG1HZ7HVWDPHQWVD
3VDOPDQGD*RVSHOSDVVDJH)RUJRRGFDXVHHLWKHUWKH2OG7HVWDPHQWRUWKH1HZ
Testament might be omitted. There are a number of alternate lessons provided on
VRPHRIWKH6XQGD\V:KHUHDSSURSULDWHWKH6FULSWXUDOWH[WFRXOGEHDGDSWHGWR
allow for a dramatised reading by a number of readers.
The First Reading

From the Old Testament

#18

3VDOP

The psalm can be read or sung in a number of ways. There are settings of the psalms
IRUFKDQWLQJDQGWKHVHWWH[WVLQWKH$3%FDQEHUHDGLQGLIIHUHQWZD\V7KHUH
are also a number of metrical settings of psalms that allow them to be replaced by
hymns. The choice of presentation here rests with the local congregation.



The Second Reading

From the New Testament

#20

Canticle

Canticles 4, 6, 11, would seem particularly appropriate for this Season. These
could be said or sung. Again there are metrical settings of appropriate psalms that
could also be sung here.

#21

The Gospel

From the Gospels

The Creed

7KH$I¿UPDWLRQRI)DLWKLVDQHVVHQWLDOSDUWRIWKH3URFODPDWLRQ7KH$3%  
allows for the use of the Apostles’ Creed instead of the Nicene Creed, and for
this Season it might be appropriate to use the Baptismal Creed as an alternative,
HVSHFLDOO\LQ:HHNZLWKWKHWKHPHRI:DWHUDQGWKHIRFXVRIWKHVHUYLFHRQWKH
Font.

#17

#23

5(6321',1*72*2'¶6:25'

#27

Intercessions

SEASON OF CREATION

$Q\ RI WKH IRXU IRUPV RI 7KH 3UD\HUV PLJKW EH XVHG $ QXPEHU RI /LWDQLHV DUH
included in the Additional Material and there is much scope for similar litanies to be
SUHSDUHGE\LQGLYLGXDO,QWHUFHVVRUV:KHUHD9HUVLFOHDQG5HVSRQVHIRUPLVXVHG
it is best to use this at the start of the Intercessions and for the congregation to
respond immediately before the start of the Intercessions.
3

#44

3HDFH6HQWHQFH

Again the use of a sentence from one of the readings for the day helps to locate
and focus the texts and the theme for the day.

&(/(%5$7,1*$77+(7$%/(
#47

3UHVHQWDWLRQRI*LIWV

The Additional Material gives some alternates for this prayer and others can be
ZULWWHQWKDWDUHDSSURSULDWHWRWKHIRFXVIRUWKHVSHFL¿FVHUYLFH

#50

The taking of the
elements

Two alternate prayers have been suggested in the Notes Concerning the Celebration
DWWKH7DEOH7KHVHDUHVSHFL¿FDOO\ZULWWHQIRUWKLV6HDVRQ

#51

The Great
Thanksgiving

$Q\RIWKH¿YH(XFKDULVWLF3UD\HUVVHWRXWLQWKH$3%FDQEHXVHGLQWKHVHVHUYLFHV
,QDGGLWLRQWKLVPDWHULDOLQFOXGHVWZR(XFKDULVWLF3UD\HUVZULWWHQVSHFL¿FDOO\IRU
the Season.

#55

3URSHU3UHIDFH

$JDLQWKH3URSHU3UHIDFHGUDZVVWURQJO\IURPWKHVFULSWXUHUHDGLQJVWRWKHVSHFL¿F
Sunday.



The Breaking of the
Bread

An alternate dialogue for this part of the service has been included in the Notes
Concerning the Celebration at the Table. This can be used effectively where the
congregation have the full text, or can be adapted so that the congregation can
XVHWKHVHWUHVSRQVHLQ$3%

#82

Invitation

7+(6(1',1*2872)*2'¶63(23/(
3RVW&RPPXQLRQ
Sentence

This sentence precedes #86, and again is a sentence from one of the readings of
the day, ensuring that the scriptures permeate all that is done in worship.

#87

3RVW&RPPXQLRQ
3UD\HU

These prayers of thanksgiving are written to further locate the theme of the day in
the minds of the congregation.



Blessing

6SHFL¿FWRWKLV6HDVRQWKH\UHÀHFWWKHWKHPHRIWKHVHUYLFHDQGHQFRXUDJHWKH
appropriate response



Dismissal

The deacon or other minister dismissing the congregation can use a sentence of
scripture from one of the readings before the formal words of dismissal.

NOTES CONCERNING THE CELEBRATION AT THE TABLE
The Elements used in the Services
Give thought to the kind of bread used in the celebration. Consider the possibility of using a single loaf
or number of loaves that could be visibly broken and distributed in the service. A family or group within
the parish could undertake to provide the elements for the service each week, including baking the bread
IRUWKDWFHOHEUDWLRQ,IVPDOOHUEUHDGUROOVDUHXVHGWKHVHFRXOGEHEDNHGRQWKHSUHPLVHVE\WKH-XQLRU
&KXUFKRU6XQGD\6FKRROZKRFRXOGWKHQSURFHVVLWLQ:KHUHSRVVLEOHDORFDOZLQHVKRXOGEHXVHGDQG
DJDLQDIDPLO\RUJURXSFRXOGSURYLGHWKLV7KH2IIHUWRU\3URFHVVLRQZRXOGWKHQLQFOXGHWKRVHSURYLGLQJ
the elements.
Taking of Bread and Wine - 1
7KHIROORZLQJSUD\HUVFRXOGEHXVHGLQSODFHRIWKRVHVHWLQWKH$3%7KHSUD\HUVFRXOGEHVSRNHQE\
those presenting the elements.
The taking of the bread
<RXDUHEOHVVHGLQGHHG/RUG*RGRIDOOFUHDWLRQ7KURXJK\RXUJRRGQHVVZHKDYHWKLVEUHDGZKLFKHDUWK
has given and which we have received from the silent soil. It is the bread of the earth, this silent earth
bathed in morning light, this beautiful planet in the teeming galaxies of space: warm and well-lit for us,
generous, faithful and surprising, bringing forth life in all its forms.
%OHVVHGEH*RGIRUHYHU
The taking of the wine
<RXDUHEOHVVHGWRR/RYLQJ*RGLQWKHZLQHZHKDYHIUXLWRIWKHYLQHDQGZRUNRIKXPDQKDQGV,Q
our earth of many blessing the vine was planted, its roots reaching down to that richness from which all
nourishment, strength and health are drawn.
%OHVVHGEH*RGIRUHYHU
4
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Taking of Bread and Wine - 2
Some stones and some water in a small container are brought up with the alms, the bread and the wine
The following are said before the usual offering prayers...
The taking of the bread
Blessed are you, Creator Spirit, Source of all life. The heaven and earth are yours, yet you have given us
the task of cooperating in the care of all creation. Through your goodness we have these stones to offer,
that come from the land and sea you have given as home for all your creatures.
%OHVVHGEH*RGIRUHYHU
The taking of the wine
Blessed are you, Creator Spirit, Source of all life. Through your goodness we have this water to offer,
which refreshes, cleanses, enlivens and invigorates all your creatures.
%OHVVHGEH*RGIRUHYHU

Special Eucharistic Prayers
7ZR6SHFLDOSUD\HUVKDYHEHHQZULWWHQDQGDUHLQFOXGHGZLWKWKLVPDWHULDO7KH3UD\HUVDUHSUHVHQWHG
here in English only, but the Sanctus, Benedictus and Acclamations can be in any language and, where
these are to be sung, in any musical setting familiar to the local congregation. As these prayers will be
QHZWRWKRVHXVLQJWKHPLWLVIHOWWKDWWKH\VKRXOGEHSUD\HGLQDPHGLWDWLYHDQGUHÀHFWLYHZD\
Proper Prefaces
6SHFL¿F3URSHU3UHIDFHVDUHSURYLGHGIRUHDFK6XQGD\RIWKH6HDVRQ7KHVH3UHIDFHVFDQDOVREHXVHG
ZLWKDQ\RIWKH(XFKDULVWLF3UD\HUVVHWLQWKH$QJOLFDQ3UD\HU%RRN
Invitation to Communion
Come, to receive life from the Source of all being.
Come, to share creation with the Creator of all things living.
Come, to be renewed by the Spirit who makes all things new.
Come, feast with God in faith and thanksgiving.

6($6212)&5($7,21/,785*<
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FIRST EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR SEASON OF CREATION
7KH/RUGEHZLWK\RX
And also with you





 or

7KH/RUGEHZLWK\RX
And also with you

/LIWXS\RXUKHDUWV
:HOLIWWKHPWR*RG

/LIWXS\RXUKHDUWV
We lift them up to the Lord.

/HWXVSUDLVHDQGPDJQLI\
the God of all of Creation
We sing to the Creator
with songs of creation.

/HWXVJLYHWKDQNVWRWKH/RUGRXU*RG
It is right to give you thanks and
praise

/HWXVJLYHWKDQNVWR*RG&UHDWRU/RYHU
and Sustainer of the universe,
Let us rejoice
in our Maker, Sustainer and Reconciler.
*RGRISRZHUDQGPLJKW\RXVSRNHWKH:RUGDQGDOOWKDWLVLQKHDYHQDQGRQWKHHDUWKDOOWKLQJVFDPH
WREH<RXU6SLULWKRYHUHGRYHUWKHSULPDOHOHPHQWVDQG\RXEURXJKWIRUWKOLIHLQIRUPVLQQXPHUDEOH
including this fragile earth, and us amongst its inhabitants.
As our past is in you, so our hope for the future rests with you.
As we have turned from your way, so we turn again to the warmth of your love.
Through you all things are brought to new life.
6SHFL¿F3URSHU3UHIDFHWREHLQVHUWHGKHUH
So with all creation, we raise our voices to proclaim your great and glorious name:




Ungcwele, ungcwele, ungcwele,
1NRVL1NXOXQNXOXZDPDEDQGOD
kugcwele izulu nomhlaba udumo lwakho.
+RVDQDNZHOLSKH]XOX



0DNDERQJZHR]D\RHJDPHQLOH1NRVL

+RVDQDNZHOLSKH]XOX




The Sanctus and Benedictus
can be said or sung in any of
the languages normally used
to suit the congregation.

,QWKHQLJKWWKDW-HVXVZDVEHWUD\HGKHWRRNEUHDGJDYHWKDQNVDQGEURNHLWWRVSHDNWRXVRIWKH
EUHDNLQJRIKLVERG\XSRQWKHFURVV+HJDYHWKHEUHDGWRKLVIULHQGVDQGVDLG³7DNHDQGHDWIRUWKLVLV
my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
-HVXVWKHQWRRNWKHZLQHJDYHWKDQNVDQGSRXUHGLWRXWWRVSHDNWRXVRIWKHSRXULQJRXWRIKLVEORRG
+HJDYHWKHZLQHWRKLVIULHQGVVD\LQJ³7KLVLVP\EORRGRIWKHQHZFRYHQDQWVKHGIRU\RXDQGIRUDOO
creation for the forgiveness of sins. Every time you drink of the wine, do this in remembrance of me.”
So we proclaim the mystery of faith
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
Therefore, remembering the reconciliation of all creation achieved by the death and resurrection of
RXU/RUG-HVXV&KULVWZHRIIHU\RXWKLVEUHDGDQGWKLVZLQH/HWKLVSHUIHFWVDFUL¿FHUHFRQFLOHXVZLWK
you, with one another and with all of creation. In the power of your grace make us ministers of your
reconciling love.
,Q&KULVWOLIHRQFHEURNHQVSLOWDQGEXULHGVSUDQJWROLIHDJDLQ1RZDVZHZDLWZLWKFRQ¿GHQFHIRUKLV
coming again, keep alive in us the new life and reconciliation he won for us. Make one what is broken,
UHVWRUHZKDWLVVSLOOHGDQGUHQHZDOOFUHDWLRQLQWKHUHVXUUHFWLRQRI-HVXV&KULVW
6HQGXSRQWKLVEUHDGDQGZLQHXSRQXVDQGDOOFUHDWLRQWKHOLIHJLYLQJ6SLULWZKR¿UVWPRYHGXSRQWKH
waters of the deep. Stir up in us what is creative, redeem what is destructive.
Unite us with you in the body of your Son by whom, with whom and in whom, in the unity of your
Creative Spirit, with all that has been, is, and will be in your universe, we stand before you and worship
you, God of all, in songs of everlasting praise,
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever.
6

Amen.
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SECOND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR SEASON OF CREATION
7KH/RUGEHZLWK\RX
And also with you.
/LIWXS\RXUKHDUWV
We lift them up unto the Lord.
/HWXVJLYHWKDQNVWRWKH/RUGRXU*RG
,WLVULJKWWRJLYH*RGWKDQNVDQGSUDLVH
:HWKDQNDQGSUDLVH\RXDOPLJKW\)DWKHU,QZLVGRP\RXJXLGHWKHFRXUVHRIWKHZRUOGDQGFKHULVKXV
with tender care.
:HWKDQN\RXWKDWZHFDQFRPHWRJHWKHUDURXQGWKLVWDEOHLQWKHQDPHRI-HVXV\RXU6RQWKH¿UVW
born of creation. In him all things, visible and invisible, were created and hold together.
:HWKDQN\RXWKDW\RXKDYHVHQW\RXU+RO\6SLULWWRPDNHXVDQHZFRPPXQLW\RIIDLWKWRVHUYH\RX
within your creation.
6SHFL¿F3URSHU3UHIDFHWREHLQVHUWHGKHUH
And so with the wonders of creation and the songs of praise of all your creatures both in heaven and
on earth we join in one great act of awe and adoration:
+RO\KRO\KRO\/RUG 




*RGRISRZHUDQGPLJKW




+HDYHQDQGHDUWKDUHIXOORI\RXUJORU\ 
+RVDQQDLQWKHKLJKHVW




Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
+RVDQQDLQWKHKLJKHVW

The Sanctus and Benedictus
can be said or sung in any of
the languages normally used
to suit the congregation.

God of all creation, send your Spirit upon the goodness of the earth, and upon these gifts of bread and
wine, that in them we may recognize and receive the fullness of the Risen Christ: bread broken and
wine poured, Body given and Blood shed.
2QWKHQLJKWEHIRUHKHRIIHUHGKLPVHOI-HVXVUHFDOOHGZLWKKLVGLVFLSOHVWKHZRQGHURI\RXUFUHDWLRQ
and the covenant you made with your chosen people. Then he took bread, gave you thanks, blessed it
and broke it, saying: ‘Take this all of you and eat it. This is my Body, which will be given up for you.’
In the same way he took the cup and giving you thanks and praise, he gave the cup to his disciples
and said: ‘Take this all of you and drink from it, this is the cup of my Blood, the Blood of the new
and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven. Do this in
memory of me.’
So we proclaim the mystery of faith
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again
$VZHUHPHPEHUWKHGHDWKDQGUHVXUUHFWLRQRIRXU/RUG-HVXV&KULVWZHFHOHEUDWHWKHJRRGQHVVRI
the earth, our companionship in this world and the sharing of all skills and arts that enrich our lives.
:HVKDUHWKHFXSRIRXUKXPDQLW\PDWXUHGRYHUWKHXQQXPEHUHGFHQWXULHVRIWKHVWUXJJOHWKDWKDV
JRQHLQWRPDNLQJWKLVZRUOGRXUOLYLQJDQGG\LQJIHDUVDQGKRSHVIXWLOLW\DQG¿GHOLW\
Together with those who have drawn sustenance from this soil, those with whom we share it, and
WKRVHWRZKRPZHSDVVLWRQZHVKDUHWKLVEUHDGDQGUDLVHWKLVFXSLQIXO¿OPHQWRIWKH/RUG¶V
FRPPDQGWKURXJKKLPZLWKKLPLQKLPLQWKHXQLW\RIWKH+RO\6SLULWDOOJORU\DQGKRQRXULV\RXUV
Almighty Father, forever and ever.
Amen.
6($6212)&5($7,21/,785*<
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ADDITIONAL LITURGICAL MATERIAL FOR THE SEASON
Act of Penitence

%DVHGRQ3VDOPDQGWKH.\ULH(OHLVRQ
0LQLVWHU



Minister:



0LQLVWHU





Minister:

+DYHPHUF\RQPH2*RGLQ\RXUHQGXULQJJRRGQHVV
according to the fullness of your compassion blot out my offences.
:DVKPHWKRURXJKO\IURPP\ZLFNHGQHVV
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I acknowledge my rebellion:
and my sin is ever before me
/RUGKDYHPHUF\
Lord have mercy
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your eyes:
so you will be just in your sentence and blameless in your judging.
Surely in wickedness I was brought to birth:
and in sin my mother conceived me.
<RXWKDWGHVLUHWUXWKLQWKHLQZDUGSDUWV
O teach me wisdom in the secret places of the heart.
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy
3XUJHPHZLWKK\VVRSDQG,VKDOOEHFOHDQ
wash me and I shall be whiter then snow.
Make me hear of joy and gladness:
let the bones which you have broken rejoice.
+LGH\RXUIDFHIURPP\VLQV
and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart O God
and renew a right spirit within me.
/RUGKDYHPHUF\
Lord have mercy

As we remember who we are, what we are, and what we have done,
as we turn away from the forgetfulness and self-centredness of the past,
may God the loving Creator welcome us, forgive us, set us free from the past
and strengthen us to live a new life, to cooperate in a new creation.
The breaking of the bread

:HWDNHWKLVEUHDGWRVKRZRXUXQLW\LQFUHDWLRQWKURXJK&KULVW
and to share in the creativity of God.
Though we are many, we are one creation,
because we all share in the love of the Creator.
Invitation to Communion
Creator God, meet us in this bread and wine
and be with us on the journey which is the future,
WKDWZHDQGDOOFUHDWLRQPD\PDNHDQHZWKHVWRU\RI/LIH
and all that is may live to praise and magnify your name forever.
3HRSOHRI*RGGUDZQHDULQIDLWKDQGWUDYHOIDULQJUDFH
Post communion Thanksgiving Prayer
- Could be used during any week
God of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
.HHSXV¿UPLQWKHKRSH\RXKDYHVHWEHIRUHXV
so we and all your people shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
WKURXJK&KULVWRXU/RUGAmen.
8
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Comment

*$7+(5,1*5,7(
Approach
Sentence

)RUHYHU\WKLQJFUHDWHGE\*RGLVJRRGIRULWLVVDQFWL¿HGE\*RG¶VZRUGDQG
by prayer.

Act of
3HQLWHQFH

&RXOGXVHDQ\RIWKHVHWIRUPVRUWKHIRUPRI&RQIHVVLRQEDVHGRQ3VDOP
and including the Kyrie, as noted in the general material included with this
publication.
0LJKWDOVRFRQVLGHUSRVLWLRQLQJWKH$FWRI3HQLWHQFHWRIROORZWKH6HUPRQ

1 Tim 4:4,5

3VDOP

Creator God
RXWRIWKHRYHUÀRZLQJRI\RXUORYH\RXFUHDWHGDOOWKLQJV
with rich variety and great beauty,
and entrusted us with responsibility for them;
grant that we might so value all that you have given into our care
that we may strive to sustain its blessings for all people for all time;
WKURXJKRXU/RUGDQG6DYLRXU-HVXV&KULVW
ZKRLVDOLYHDQGUHLJQVZLWK\RXDQGWKH+RO\6SLULW
Amen
One God, now and for ever.
352&/$0$7,212)*2'¶6:25'

Collect

First
/HVVRQ

-RE

&RQVLGHUVWKHUDQJHRIUHVRXUFHVSURYLGHGLQFUHDWLRQIRUWKHEHQH¿WRI
KXPDQNLQG,WUHÀHFWVRQWKHRSSRUWXQLW\RIZRUNIRUKXPDQLW\JLYLQJGLJQLW\
and a feeling of usefulness in working with God’s manifold blessings.

3VDOP

3VDOP

The song of all created things offering praise to God.

Second
/HVVRQ

1 Tim 4: 1 – 5

Canticle

Canticle 6

$6RQJRI&UHDWLRQ$3%S

Gospel

Matthew 6:25 – 33

7KHDI¿UPDWLRQRIWKH/RUGLQWKH6HUPRQRQWKH0RXQWWKDWDOO&UHDWLRQLV
JRRGDQGWREHYDOXHGDVVXFK,WFRQFOXGHVZLWKWKHFDOOWRVHHN¿UVW*RG¶V
kingdom and to accept that the rest of our needs will be provided.

Contrasts the hypocrisy that will be seen in the human response to God’s
generous provision for our needs and the truth that everything created by
God is good.

5(6321',1*72*2'¶6:25'
Intercession

If the service is to be printed or projected, the Intercessions could be in the
IRUPRI%LGGLQJVIROORZHGE\D/LWDQ\DVVHWRXWLQWKHJHQHUDOPDWHULDORUE\
using a form of versicle and response throughout the Intercessions such as:
Minister: Creator God
3HRSOH :HEULQJRXUSUD\HUWR\RX

3HDFH
Sentence

For everything created by God is good, provided it is received with
thanksgiving.

1 Timothy 4:4

&(/(%5$7,1*$77+(7$%/(
See separate notes regarding the Elements to be used and their presentation.
(XFKDULVWLF3UD\HUIRUWKH6HDVRQRI&UHDWLRQ
3URSHU
3UHIDFH

And now we give you thanks for the glories of your creation given into our
care, and for the opportunities we have to share that richness with all your
people.
7+(6(1',1*2872)*2'¶63(23/(

3RVW
Communion
Sentence

6WULYH¿UVWIRUWKHNLQJGRPRI*RGDQGKLVULJKWHRXVQHVVDQGDOOWKHVHWKLQJV
will be given to you as well.

3RVW
Communion
3UD\HU
Can replace
#87

Creator God
you set the tree of life at the heart of the earthly paradise,
and the bread of life at the heart of your Church;
grant that we who have been nourished at this table
may ever strive to work for the good of all creation;
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWRXU/RUGAmen

Blessing

Go out into the world rejoicing,
meet your Creator who awaits you there;
delight in the richness and diversity of the world Christ died to save;
live in the power of the Spirit that renews all things;
and the blessing of the Creator God,
WKH(WHUQDO)DWKHUWKH5LVHQ6RQDQGWKH3URPLVHG+RO\6SLULW
bless you that you might be a blessing to others today and always. Amen

10

Matt 6:33

%,2',9(56,7<*2'¶6*,)72)&5($7,21

iodiversity

God’s gift of creation

µ:H ZKR UHFRJQLVH WKDW DOO JRRG WKLQJV FRPH IURP WKH 'LYLQH &UHDWRU KDYH WDNHQ WRR
long to acknowledge that the living-out of our beliefs concerns most deeply the care and
nurture of all living things and the environment on which they depend.’
$UFKELVKRS(PHULWXV'HVPRQG7XWX

B

iodiversity* refers to ‘living things and the
environment on which they depend’. Many
people wonder why biodiversity is important. Do
ZHUHDOO\QHHGWRFDUHIRUDEOXHEXWWHUÀ\RUHYHQ
a rhinoceros, when there are children dying of
hunger and parents jobless? Surely our priority is
to bring about development and the eradication of
SRYHUW\LQRXUFRXQWU\":HKDYHVRPDQ\SUREOHPV
arising from poverty – homelessness, ill-health,
education, hunger, crime and violence, sexual and
GUXJDEXVH:HKDYHWRRYHUFRPHWKHVHEHIRUHZH
can begin to care for “the environment”.

with an act of worship. The story reveals that on
successive days God created yet more wonders
and at the end of most days there is a refrain, that
‘*RGVDZWKDWLWZDVJRRG¶ or µ*RGVDZWKDWLW
was very good’. It is possible to imagine a priest
reading the story in worship and the congregation
responding with the refrain.

The refrain in Genesis reminds us that the whole
RI FUHDWLRQ KDV YDOXH LQ *RG¶V H\HV :KLOVW LW LV
a matter of human self-interest to care for the
planet, there is a danger that the planet is viewed
solely from a human perspective. For example,
The reality is that “environment” is that which humanity might stop clearing tropical forests
surrounds us and provides our life-support system. because they might contain a plant with cancerThe environment includes the air we breathe, the curing properties. This is a ‘what is in it for us’ or
water we drink, the soil in which we grow our an anthropocentric attitude. The refrain reminds
crops.
worshippers that God values the whole of the
created order, from aardvark to zebra, from dung
KH¿UVWVWRU\RIFUHDWLRQ *HQHVLVWR LV beetle to blue whale, the land, the sea and the air.
presented in a form that suggests an association Caring for the whole of creation demonstrates our

T

%,2',9(56,7<*2'¶6*,)72)&5($7,21
*Bio- life; diversity - variety
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love of God; destroying creation is akin to spitting
LQ*RGVIDFH3URIHVVRU:DQJDUL0DDWKDLWKH
Nobel peace winner, implores us to reread Genesis,
‘the book for environmentalists’. ‘If we had been
created on Tuesday,’ she said, ‘There would have
EHHQ QRZKHUH IRU XV WR VWDQG *RG ZLWK LQ¿QLWH
wisdom, waited until the last day!’

God writes the Gospel, not in the
bible alone, but also on trees, and in
the flowers and clouds and stars.
0DUWLQ/XWKHU 

T

he second story of creation (Genesis 2:4-25)
gives another perspective on the relationship
that humanity is called to have with nature. The
story opens with a garden into which the man,
Adam, having been formed from the dust and
given breath, was placed. The man was then
commanded to till and care forWKHVRLO:H
are reminded that we are a part of nature but
ZLWKDSDUWLFXODUUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRULW:HKDYH
the privilege of sharing God’s garden, but are
to be responsible in our use of it. In the garden
story there is a sense of God calling us to tend
and care, till and cultivate a living and loving
relationship with the earth from which we came,
DQGWRZKLFKZHZLOOUHWXUQ:HDUHQRWVHSDUDWH
from creation, but an inter-connected part of it.*
God created a world with an amazing number
and variety of living organisms, millions of plants,
animals and micro-organisms. This wonderful
variety of life, known as biodiversity, is God’s gift to
XVERWKWRHQMR\DQGWRFDUHIRU/LIHLVDPLUDFOH
It is a miracle that on this one planet in the universe
which is our only home, there is just the right mix
of gases to allow the correct atmosphere in which
OLIHFDQÀRXULVK%XWOLIHLWVHOILVVXVWDLQHGWKURXJK
a web of interdependence. All living things interact
ZLWKWKHUHVWWRPDLQWDLQDEDODQFH+XPDQVDUH
reducing and destroying this intricate and delicate
balance. As we bring about the loss of biodiversity,
we threaten the web of life and consequently, the
sustainability of future life on the planet.
Biodiversity loss is like dismantling a brick wall.
<RXFDQUHPRYHVRPHEULFNVEXWLIWRRPDQ\DUH
removed, the wall collapses. It is said that if all
the bees on earth were to die, we humans would
survive for only three or four years. So it is with the
web of life, everything is dependent on the other.
Christians can talk in stronger terms. It is not just
biodiversity loss we are bringing about – but the
extinction of God’s creation. This is a sin16.

“The wealth of life forms and the dynamic interplay
between them found in diverse ecosystems,
encodes over 100 million years of the story of
the earth. It is sheer collective vandalism not to
preserve these life-systems for the future”1
³7KH SUHVHQW JHQHUDWLRQ RI PDQNLQG LV WKH ¿UVW
one that can irreversibly transform our planet
for the worse. It is also the last generation with
12
* Scottish eco-congregations.

%,2',9(56,7<*2'¶6*,)72)&5($7,21

the capacity to introduce the changes required
to avert environmental disaster. South Africa is
a microcosm of the challenges facing the world.
:LOOZHFKRRVHDSDWKZKLFKSURYLGHVDULFKDQG
sustainable heritage for our children or will we
descend into a wasteland of lost opportunity?” 16
:H DUH DOUHDG\ PRUH WKDQ KDOIZD\ WKURXJK WKDW
‘last generation’: It is now critical that we take
caring for creation seriously.
Biodiversity in Southern Africa
South Africa ranks as the third most biologically
diverse country in the world. The SADC countries
have a wealth of plant and animal life. SA’s rich
biodiversity is largely a result of its mix of tropical
and temperate climates. 80% of our plants grow
in only one area and nowhere else in the country
or the world! These ‘endemic’ species as they are
called are therefore very vulnerable. There are six
plant kingdoms in the world. SA is the only country
to have an entire plant kingdom (the Cape Floral
.LQJGRP  ZLWKLQ LWV ERUGHUV :KLOH 6$ RFFXSLHV
less than 2% of the world’s land surface it has
a rich and spectacular array of land and marine
species and is home to 10% of the planet’s plant
and 6% of its reptile, bird and mammal species.
Estimates of the total number of species in SA vary
from 250,000 to 1,000,000!! God truly saw that it
was good!!
*RG¶VFUHDWLRQLVXQGHUWKUHDW
For hundreds of years human activities have
changed ecosystems, but with the modern demands of agriculture and urban, recreational, min-

ing and industrial development, the pace and exWHQWRIFKDQJHKDVJRWRXWRIKDQG+DELWDWVWKH
living space which provide plants and animals with
food, water and shelter are being destroyed.
:DVWH OLWWHU VHZHUDJH DQG LQGXVWULDO SROOXWLRQ
choke our waterways, coastline, landscapes
and atmosphere. Alien plant and animal species
introduced from other parts of the world threaten
and destroy local species because they have few
natural enemies. Invasive alien plants (like wattle,
port jackson, bug weed and water hyacinth) use up
to 7% of our water resources, restrict and reduce
WKHFRXQWU\¶VDJULFXOWXUDOFDSDFLW\LQWHQVLI\ÀRRGV
DQG¿UHVFDXVHHURVLRQGU\XSULYHUVFKRNHGDPV
and estuaries and reduce water quality. Trade in
wildlife (e.g. rhino, cycads and indigenous trees)
and poaching and hunting (e.g. stock-farmers
relentless hunting of the African wild dog, Africa’s
most threatened carnivore) also threaten our
biodiversity.
Creation’s Biodiversity is threatened - we
need to care for it now!
3RYHUW\ DQG KXQJHU DUH D VWDUN UHDOLW\ IRU PDQ\
southern Africans. Sustainable food production
which depends on the wise management and
availability of fertile land, water and a favourable
climate is threatened by large scale industrial
agriculture. It is critical that we develop a holistic
and respectful relationship between ourselves
and our natural life support systems, God’s gift of
creation.

Biodiversity
in
South Africa

%,2',9(56,7<*2'¶6*,)72)&5($7,21
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*OREDOO\: There are 11046 species of plants and
animals that we know of that are endangered.
These include 1130 mammals and 1183 species
of birds.




Southern Africa has some of the world’s most
diverse and critically threatened environments:

• The Cape Floral Kingdom, the Succulent Karoo
DQG WKH 0DSXWRODQG 3RQGRODQG $OEDQ\
coastal thicket are recognised as 3 of the
world’s top 25 biodiversity hotspots.
 7KH7XJHOD)DOOVLQ/HVRWKR.ZD=XOX1DWDOLV
the 2nd highest waterfall in the world.
• The Cango Caves form the longest cave
sequence in the world.
• The Okavango Swamps in Botswana is the
world’s largest inland delta.

• The Kalahari and Namib deserts spread out

over 2,500,000 square kilometres, making
them the greatest mantle of sand in the
world.
•
South Africa covers less than 2% of the earth’s
land surface and is the home to almost 10% of
WKH ZRUOG¶V ELUG ¿VK DQG SODQW VSHFLHV DQG 
of mammal and reptile species. SA has the 3rd
highest level of biodiversity in the world
behind Brazil (8 times our size) and Indonesia.
This is because of our tropical, temperate and
mediterranean climates .
• There are more mammals (almost 300)
than in Europe and Asia combined.
 :HKDYHRYHU1000 kinds of trees while the
whole of Europe has fewer than 70.
• S.A. hasRIWKHZRUOG¶VÀRZHULQJSODQWV
(23,200!)
 :LWKPRUHWKDQ800 recorded birds we have
8% of the world’s bird species
• 50,000 insect species have been recorded
in SA.
 :H KDYH 288 reptile species: 4.6% of all
reptiles on Earth
• 11,000 marine species are found in SA
waters: 25% of these are found nowhere
else.
Under threat:
 :DWHUV\VWHPVRQO\LQWDFW
critically endangered, 50% of wetlands
destroyed.
14

•
•
•
•



•

0DULQH DQG FRDVWDO V\VWHPV ¿VK VWRFNV DUH
being depleted and estuaries, the breeding
JURXQG RI PDQ\ ¿VK DUH EHLQJ GDPDJHG
particularly around urban areas.
/DQGHFRV\VWHPVWKUHDWHQHG JUDVVODQGV
fynbos, forests and succulent Karoo)
(QGDQJHUHG 3ODQWV    PDPPDOV
37%, birds 14%, reptiles 24%, and amphibians
18%.

What you can do:
'RQ¶WVWDUW¿UHV\RXFDQ¶WVWRS&KHFNWKH
ZLQGEHIRUH\RXFRRNRQRXWGRRU¿UHVLQ
hot dry windy weather. Fires damage topsoil
by removing plant cover.
Get involved in your community:
save wetlands, clean up rivers, promote
water conservation, eliminate alien and
water guzzling trees, grow water-wise
indigenous plants and conserve forests
Report pollution or waste dumping to the
authorities
Use safe cleaning products at home and
church. Make sure the cleaning products
minimize environmental pollution.
Grow your own vegetables: consider
permaculture
If you can choose, buy locally grown and
organic vegetables: they are fresher,
healthier and reduce pollution from
fertilizers and pesticides. They also ‘travel’
fewer miles and keep money circulating in
the community
,PSURYH\RXUORFDOHQYLURQPHQW3ODQW
indigenous shrubs and trees in your
street, church or communal land.
Do this every time you have a celebration
like a baptism or anniversary. Ask your
municipality for seedlings and volunteers
to plant them.
If new developments are planned in your
area, make sure they are not too
destructive and get involved in the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

%,2',9(56,7<*2'¶6*,)72)&5($7,21

SMALL GROUP MATERIAL
1.

Opening meditation: Close your eyes and imagine you are holding a ball about half a metre
in diameter. Now imagine you are holding the earth in your hands.



/LVWHQWRWKHIROORZLQJPHGLWDWLRQHQWLWOHG³(DUWK%DOO´E\2ODI6NDUVKROW*.

If the earth
were only a few feet
LQ GLDPHWHU ÀRDWLQJ D IHZ IHHW
DERYHD¿HOGVRPHZKHUHSHRSOHZRXOG
come from every where to marvel at it, people would walk around it marvelling at its big
SRROVRIZDWHULWVOLWWOHSRROVDQGWKHZDWHUÀRZLQJ EHWZHHQ WKH SRROV 3HRSOH ZRXOG PDUYHO DW WKH
bumps on it, and the holes in it, and they would marvel
at the very thin layer of gas surrounding it and the water
suspended in the gas. The people would marvel at all the
creatures walking around the surface of the ball , and in
the water. The people would declare it precious because
it was the only one, and they would protect it , so that
it would not be hurt. The ball would be the greatest
wonder known, and people would come to behold it, to
be healed , to gain knowledge, and to know beauty
DQGWRZRQGHUKRZLWFRXOGEH3HRSOHZRXOGORYH
it, and defend it with their lives, because they
would somehow know that their lives, their
own roundness, could be nothing without it. If the earth were only a few
feet in diameter.




'LVFXVVLRQVWDUWHUTXHVWLRQV
5HDG-RKQ:KDWGLIIHUHQFHGRHVLWPDNHWRWKHZD\\RXXQGHUVWDQGWKLVYHUVHLI\RX
realise that the Greek for ‘world’ is ‘cosmos’?

3.

Prayer:







God our creator,
you have made us one with this earth,
to tend it and to bring forth fruit:
may we so respect and cherish
all that has life from you,
that we may share in the labour of all creation
to give birth to your hidden glory,
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWAmen

%,2',9(56,7<*2'¶6*,)72)&5($7,21
*$ZDNHQLQJWR*RG¶VFDOOWR(DUWKNHHSLQJ:LQFKHOO.
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CREATIVE IDEAS
681'$< 6&+22/ +HOS WKH 6XQGD\ VFKRRO
children to make pictures of animals and plants
which are under threat of extinction. For example:
the black rhino, blue whale, mountain zebra, wild
GRJ FKHHWDK DQG WKH NLQJ SURWHD 3ODFH WKHP DW
the altar.
*$5'(1 0(',7$7,21 /LJKW D FDQGOH  5HDG
3VDOP  ³/HW WKH KHDYHQV UHMRLFH OHW WKH
VHDURDUDQGDOOWKDW¿OOVLWOHWWKH¿HOGH[XOWDQG
everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest
VLQJ IRU MR\ EHIRUH WKH /RUG´ (DFK SHUVRQ JRHV
outside and spends 10 minutes alone. Encourage
them to notice everything around them, the leaves,
WKHVWRQHVWKHFORXGVDQGWRUHÀHFWRQWKHWUXWK
that they are created by God, just as we are. Ask:
what is our relationship with creation? At the end
of the time, each participant is asked to bring back
DVPDOOREMHFWWKDWUHÀHFWVWKHLUH[SHULHQFHLQWKH
JDUGHQ3ODFHWKHVHE\WKHFDQGOH 0DNHVXUHDOO
these are represented: a leaf, a shell, some soil or
a stone, a jar of air, fruit.)
The following prayers may be said as each object
is placed by the candle:
Leaf:
 /RUGZHSUDLVH\RXIRUWKHWUHHVLQWKHZRRGV
DQG IRUHVWV :H UHFRJQLVH WKHLU EHDXW\
their service to humankind and the positive
LQÀXHQFH WKH\ KDYH RQ RXU KHDOWK DQG WKH
FOLPDWHRIHDFKUHJLRQ:HOLJKWWKLVFDQGOH
as a prayer for the protection of the world’s
forests and all people, animals and insects.
Shell:
 /RUGZHSUDLVH\RXIRUDOOWKH¿VKDQGSODQWV
WKDWOLYHLQWKHVHDVULYHUVDQGODNHV:HOLJKW
this candle as a prayer for protection of the
earth’s waters and all people, so dependent
on water.
Soil / stone:
 /RUGZHSUDLVH\RXIRUWKHVRLOLQZKLFKDOO
SODQWVJURZ:HOLJKWWKLVFDQGOHDVDSUD\HU
for the soil of Africa which is often dried out
by drought or erosion of top soil, and the
peoples of Africa.
Jar of air:
 /RUG ZH SUDLVH \RX IRU WKH DLU ZH EUHDWKH
:HOLJKWWKLVFDQGOHDVDSUD\HUWKDWWKHDLU
will be kept clean for plants to absorb and
for animals and people to breathe.
)UXLW

/RUGZHSUDLVH\RXIRUWKHIUXLWVRIWKH

HDUWKDQGDOORXUIRRG:HOLJKWWKLVFDQGOH
as a prayer that the world’s food will be
shared with all and for an end to hunger.12
16
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ARBOR WEEK: &HOHEUDWH$UERU:HHN ¿UVWZHHN
in September) with a tree planting and blessing.
67 )5$1&,6 '$<: Celebrate St. Francis day
– October 4th with a service of blessing of pets and
animals.
$35$<(517
This needs to be said very thoughtfully:


:HSUDLVH\RX2XU/RUGDQG*RGIRUWKH 
variety of your creation
And for the sanctity you have bestowed on all
life through creation.
May we know the sanctity of life and foster
the conservation
And preservation of the variety of God-given
life

May we never- knowingly or otherwise –
be responsible
For the extinction of a plant or an animal



*RGPD\QHZOLIH¿OOXVDOOWKURXJKWKHJLIW
RI\RXU+RO\6SLULW
To know your wonder, your love and the
abundant life you give.

“All things are connected like the blood that unites
RQHIDPLO\:KDWHYHUEHIDOOVWKHHDUWKEHIDOOVWKH
VRQVDQGGDXJKWHUVRIWKHHDUWK+XPDQNLQGGLG
not weave the web of life; but is merely a strand in
LW:KDWHYHUZHGRWRWKHZHEZHGRWRRXUVHOYHV´
Chief Seattle
“God writes the Gospel, not in the bible alone, but
DOVR RQ WUHHV DQG LQ WKH ÀRZHUV DQG FORXGV DQG
stars.” Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Because
the Divine could not
express itself in any single being,
the Divine created the great multiplicity
of beings so that the perfection lacking to one
would be supplied by the others. Thus the whole
universe together participates in and manifests
the divine more than any single being
whatever.
St Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274)

%,2',9(56,7<*2'¶6*,)72)&5($7,21
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Ref

/$1'7+(($57+,67+(/25'¶6/LWXUJLFDO7H[W
*$7+(5,1*5,7(

Approach
Sentence

,WZDVVDLGDPRQJWKHQDWLRQV³7KH/RUGKDVGRQHJUHDWWKLQJVIRUWKHP´

Act of
3HQLWHQFH

$Q\RIWKHVHWIRUPVFRXOGEHXVHGRUWKHIRUPRI&RQIHVVLRQEDVHGRQ3VDOPDQGLQFOXGLQJWKH.\ULHDV
noted in the general material included with this publication.
0LJKWDOVRFRQVLGHUSRVLWLRQLQJWKH$FWRI3HQLWHQFHWRIROORZWKH6HUPRQ

Collect

Almighty God
you created the heavens and the earth
and all that is in them,
and you promised to your people a land of their own:
give us all a reverence for all that you have created
that we may respect the needs and desires of all people
WR¿QGWKHLUSODFHZLWKLQ\RXUZRUOG
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWRXU/RUG
ZKRLVDOLYHDQGUHLJQVZLWK\RXDQGWKH+RO\6SLULW
one God, now and for ever. Amen
352&/$0$7,212)*2'¶6:25'

)LUVW/HVVRQ

Genesis 12: 1 – 10

God’s call to Abraham to leave his settled place and journey to a land that is
promised to him.

3VDOP

3VDOP

The harvest of joy, that derives from proper use of the land given by God.

Second
/HVVRQ

Acts 4: 32 – 37

The generosity of Barnabas in the sale of the land and the donation of the proceeds
IRUWKHEHQH¿WRIWKHFRPPXQLW\7KLVLVLQFRQWUDVWWRWKHVWRU\RI$QDQLDVDQG
Sapphira in Acts 5.

Canticle

Canticle 4

%OHVVWKH/RUG±7KH6RQJRIWKH7KUHH

Gospel

Mark 4: 26 - 34

7KHXVHRISDUDEOHVIURPQDWXUHDUHDIHDWXUHRIWKHJRVSHOV-HVXVSRLQWVRXWWR
the people images that are so much part of their everyday life, that they might learn
from them. The examples today are all around us, but are we too dull to see them?
5(6321',1*72*2'¶6:25'

Intercession
3HDFH
Sentence

7KH/RUGVDLGWR$EUDP³,ZLOOEOHVV\RXDQGPDNH\RXUQDPHJUHDWVRWKDW\RXZLOOEHDEOHVVLQJ´
&(/(%5$7,1*$77+(7$%/(

3URSHU
3UHIDFH

And now we give you thanks because you have given the land into our care that we might enjoy security and
the fruits of your creation in due season; and knowing that we cannot live by bread alone, your Son has given
us in this sacrament his very self, the true bread that comes down from heaven.
7+(6(1',1*2872)*2'¶63(23/(

3RVW
Communion
Sentence

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their
sheaves.

3RVW
Communion
3UD\HU
Can replace
#87

Creator God
we thank you for the earth and the bounty that it yields,
and for this meal and the nourishment it gives to our souls;
grant that we might be mindful of those who have no secure home
and no means of earning their daily bread
that we might serve you as we care for them;
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWRXU/RUGZKRJDYHKLPVHOIIRUXV
Amen

Blessing

May God the Father bless you,
ZKR¿UVWVRZHGLQ\RXUKHDUWVWKHVHHGRIHWHUQDOOLIH
May God the Son bless you,
who nurtures you with the rain and sunshine of love;
0D\*RGWKH+RO\6SLULWEOHVV\RX
who brings us all to the fullness of life;
and may the blessing of the Triune God be with you always
that you might be a blessing to others.
Amen
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and

7KH(DUWKLVWKH/RUG¶V

“… Each one of us is as intimately attached to the soil of this beautiful country. Each
time one of us touches the soil of this land, we feel a sense of personal renewal. We are
PRYHGE\DVHQVHRIMR\DQGH[KLODUDWLRQZKHQWKHJUDVVWXUQVJUHHQDQGWKHÀRZHUV
bloom. That spiritual and physical oneness we all share with this common homeland.”
1HOVRQ0DQGHOD
³:KHQWKHODVWWUHHKDVEHHQIHOOHGDQGZKHQWKH
ODVWULYHUKDVEHHQVHL]HGRQO\WKHQZLOOZH¿QDOO\
realize that we cannot eat money.”
Chief Seattle

¿UVW¿YHERRNVGHVFULEHWKHFRYHQDQWUHODWLRQVKLS
that unites God, the people of Israel and the land.
The Bible begins with the gift of land in the Garden
of Eden and then other gifts and promises of
habitable land, often to the landless: Goshen, ‘the
“I brought you into a fertile land to enjoy its fruits EHVW ODQG¶ WR -RVHSK DQG KLV FODQ LQ (J\SW WKH
and every good thing in it. But when you entered ODQGÀRZLQJZLWKPLONDQGKRQH\WRWKH,VUDHOLWHV
P\ ODQG \RX GH¿OHG LW DQG PDGH ORDWKVRPH WKH and a chance for the exiles in Babylon to return
home I gave you.”
WRWKHLURULJLQVLQ=LRQ14 But the gift of land does
(Jer 2:7)
not come without conditions and responsibilities!
The landless people of Israel receive a promise of
/$1' ± $ JLIW IRU DOO RU D FRPPRGLW\ IRU D security and belonging in a covenant with God, but
few?
they lose this conditional gift when they abuse the
land, making it an object to be bought, sold and
/DQGLVDWKHPHZKLFKLVLQWHUZRYHQLQWKHKLVWRU\ accumulated.
of God’s people. There are several key themes
which emerge: 15
The land belongs to God, and the people are called
to rule with justice and mercy. The legal codes
Land as a promise and gift
DQG :LVGRP OLWHUDWXUH DSSHDO IRU WKH HTXLWDEOH
The Old Testament is a tapestry of stories in which distribution and redistribution of land and wealth.
land features as an alternating promise and gift. The 7KH 3URSKHWV ZDUQ DJDLQVW PLVPDQDJHPHQW
/$1'7+(($57+,67+(/25'¶6



injustice and oppression but the land is exploited, ,WLVVSHFL¿HGWKDWGXULQJD-XELOHH\HDU
SROOXWHGDQGGH¿OHGDQGWKHFRYHQDQWZLWK<DKZHK
 /DQGDQGKRXVHVPXVWEHUHWXUQHGWRWKHLU
is broken. As in the beginning in the Garden of
original owners.
Eden, people are punished for sin and banished.
 3HRSOH FDQ UHWXUQ IUHHO\ WR WKHLU IDPLOLHV
6DPDULD IHOO WR WKH $VV\ULDQV -HUXVDOHP WR WKH
and properties.
Babylonians, and the people are cast out of their
 /DQGPXVWEHDOORZHGWRUHVW2
land.
Already implied in the idea that ‘the earth is the
The Earth is the Lord’s
/RUG¶V¶ -XELOHH SURQRXQFHV MXGJHPHQW RQ WKH
:KLOHKXPDQVZHUHJLYHQWKHRIWHQPLVLQWHUSUHWHG accumulation of property and land since these deny
command to “subdue and have dominion over” a large part of humanity their just portion of the
the earth (Genesis 1:28), we were also instructed fruits of the earth. The basic underlying intention
to “till and keep” it. (Genesis 2:15). The Earth is is clear: God destined the earth and all it contains
WKH/RUG¶VLWKDVEHHQJLYHQDVDFRQGLWLRQDOJLIW for all people so that all created things would be
WR KXPDQ EHLQJV /DQG LV KHOG LQ FRYHQDQW ZLWK VKDUHGIDLUO\E\DOO-XVWLFHVKRXOGJRKDQGLQKDQG
God and conditional on right relations between with charity.
God and people. No one may be deprived of their
possession and use of land – not even by a king ,W LV DOVR VLJQL¿FDQW WKDW WKH -XELOHH SURYLVLRQV
(see the account of Naboth’s vineyard 1 Kings 21). include that the land too has ‘rights’ and must
The Biblical story of the people of God makes plain EH OHIW IDOORZ LQ WKH -XELOHH \HDU 1RW RQO\ GRHV
that the promise of God was also a promise of land this contain an environmental component, but
to the landless. Accordingly, the Bible expresses “during the period of recovery of the fruitfulness of
strong moral condemnation of greed and the cultivated land, its fruit is available to the poor and
abuses of the rich who force the poor and small to the wild animals and birds.”
farmers to give up their land:
-HVXV¶ DQQRXQFHPHQW RI WKH *RRG 1HZV RI
³:RHWRWKRVHZKRMRLQKRXVHWRKRXVHZKR WKH.LQJGRP±-XELOHHDQG6KDORP
-HVXVLVFRQFHUQHGZLWKLVVXHVRIODQGDQGUXUDO
DGG¿HOGWR¿HOG´
(Isaiah 5:8)
justice. A Christian theology of land starts with
an awareness of Christ’s reconciling power and
must take into account the inter-relatedness of
human beings and soil, water, plants and animals
and rediscover a reverence for the earth as God’s
creation.15
In doing so, we do not only look back to creation
or a past ‘golden age’. Christians look forward
in hope and faith to the coming reign of God
where the dominant vision is that of Shalom– a
comprehensive Shalom of well-being, peace,
justice and right relations.
So, as Christians, we are required to re-examine
the ways in which we relate to the land and
HDFKRWKHU:LWKRXWVXVWDLQLQJWKHOLIHof earth,
sustaining life on earth is made impossible.
³7KH\FRYHW¿HOGVDQGVHL]HWKHPDQGKRXVHV
If reconciliation is about right relations, then in
and take them away; they oppress a man and his
Christ we see people reconciled with people, with
house, a man and his inheritance”.
God and with creation.
(Micah 2:2)
Land Use and Productivity
Much of South Africa’s wealth has been built on
rich mineral resources buried under the ground.
The country itself is a dry land although the eastern
and southern regions receive more rainfall than
WKH .DURR DQG GHVHUW UHJLRQV LQ WKH ZHVW :KLOH
80% of the land is agricultural, only 11% is arable
Jubilee
,QWKHELEOLFDOQRWLRQRIWKH-XELOHHZHVHH*RG¶V and used for growing crops. The rest is used for
lordship in social, economic and ecological issues. grazing.

There is thus no unconditional right to private
SURSHUW\5LJKWVPXVWEHH[HUFLVHGWRWKHEHQH¿W
of others, to satisfy human needs and not human
greed, and in ways that are not destructive of the
land.15
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There are seven biblical principles
UHJDUGLQJWKHTXHVWLRQRIODQG

• /DQG LV D JLIW IURP *RG WR EH MXVWO\
VKDUHGIRUWKHEHQH¿WRIDOOKXPDQLW\

• /DQG LV WKH µSODFH RI OLIH¶ WKH SODFH

where life is lived and celebrated, the
SODFHWKDWJLYHVOLIHDQGLGHQWLW\/DQG
has a social function.
• ‘Ownership’ of land is never absolute;
we are stewards of God’s land.
• :H PXVW UHFRJQLVH WKH SUHVHQW GD\
tendency to turn land into a commodity
IRU SUR¿W OHDGLQJ WR WKH H[FOXVLRQ RI
the poor and the denial of their rights
to land. Our interventions must work
to ensure there is fairness.
• 7KH -XELOHH WUDGLWLRQ DI¿UPV *RG¶V
commitment to the poor in seeking
to ensure just and equitable access to
land and resources.
• +XPDQ ZRUN RQ WKH ODQG VKRXOG
express the dignity of human labour
and the joy of participation and
cooperation because it is a privilege
to be co-creators with God in the
unfolding story of creation.
• It is against Gods will to strip the
earth of its fertility and to rob future
JHQHUDWLRQVRILWVEHQH¿WV15

the greenhouse gases that are destabilising our
atmosphere and fuelling climate change.
$OWKRXJK ¿UHV DUH SDUW RI WKH QDWXUDO VHDVRQDO
cycle of many of Africa’s ecosystems, burning
too frequently in order to open up farmland and
maintain grazing is gravely destructive. Apart from
contributing to an increase in climate changing CO2,
¿UHVRIWHQHQFRXUDJHWKHH[SDQVLRQRIGHVHUWVDQG
WKHVSUHDGRIDOLHQLQYDVLYHVSHFLHV'HVHUWL¿FDWLRQ
threatens more than half of SA’s land surface and
the annual soil loss from erosion is over 400 million
tons.
The earth sustains us, it is our only home. Although
total food production in SA has increased over the
last 40 years, the production per capita in southern
$IULFD KDV GURSSHG :KLOH LQFUHDVLQJ SURGXFWLYLW\
DQGGHYHORSLQJIRRGVHOIVXI¿FLHQF\LVHVVHQWLDOLI
we are to maintain the health and well-being of
our growing human population, it is often at the
expense of the environment and is not sustainable
in the long term.

Access to Land and Land Rights
Dispossession and forced removal of people
from their land during the apartheid era and
in past centuries has left a legacy of inequality,
and insecurity amongst a large proportion of SA’s
population. Thirteen million people (28% of the
population) were banished to former homelands
(13% of the land) where land is communal and
rights are still unclear. Severe overcrowding has
had long-term socio-economic and environmental
FRQVHTXHQFHV:RUNHUVRQSULYDWHO\RZQHGIDUPV
There appear to be vast open tracts of countryside have also faced insecurity and inadequate basic
in SA but a variety of human activities have services – an estimated 1 million people have
reduced agricultural potential and productivity and EHHQHYLFWHGIURPIDUPVVLQFH0LJUDWLRQWR
threatened many of the indigenous plants and overcrowded townships and informal settlements
animals which make up our world renowned and has resulted in gross overcrowding in urban centres
life sustaining biodiversity. Soil erosion, overgrazing where communities are dislocated and people face
and overstocking, burning, alien plant invasion, insecurity, poverty, ill-health, crime and lack of
intensive high-tech agriculture and mining have basic services.
Access to land is one of the region’s most
FDXVHG VHULRXV ODQG GHJUDGDWLRQ /DQGVFDSHV
have been transformed by urban growth, the VRFLDOO\ DQG SROLWLFDOO\ VHQVLWLYH LVVXHV /DQG DOVR
increase of golf courses and other recreational KDVDVSLULWXDOYDOXHZKLFKKDVQRPHDVXUH/DQG
and development projects and the expansion of LQYDVLRQVLQ=LPEDEZHWKH56$/DQG6XPPLW
sugar cane and commercial timber plantations. In removal of farm land for restitution purposes and
reality, nearly 20% of our land has been seriously the debate around foreign ownership have raised
WKHSUR¿OHRIWKLVLVVXH7KHSURFHVVRIODQGUHIRUP
degraded or lost to agriculture in some way.
and climate change are two major emerging
7KH LQWHQVL¿FDWLRQ RI FRPPHUFLDO DJULFXOWXUH challenges which need urgent attention. Sociois having severe long-term impacts on the economic, political and ecological considerations
HQYLURQPHQW  3ROOXWLRQ IURP PLQHV DQG LQGXVWU\ will have to be addressed if long-term security
and run off from the 2 million tons of chemical and sustainability around land issues is to be
fertilizer and pesticides applied to our soils and achieved.
crops each year poison our limited water resources
“As the soil leaves the countryside, so do
and threaten biodiversity. Carbon dioxide (CO2)
the people”
and methane from hi-tech commercial agriculture,
mining and industry are major contributors to
/$1'7+(($57+,67+(/25'¶6
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The population of South Africa has grown from 5.2 million in 1904 to 12 million in 1954
to 46.9 million in 2004. It is increasing by 1 million a year. Our land is under pressure…
+XPDQDFWLYLWLHVLPSDFWVHULRXVO\RQWKHSURGXFWLYLW\ •
Waste::LWKJURZLQJPRXQWDLQVRIGRPHVWLF
and sustainability of our land. This impacts on the DQGLQGXVWULDOZDVWHPDQ\PXQLFLSDOODQG¿OOVLWHVDUH
cost of food prices. The legacy of Apartheid left us reaching their capacity. Scrap metal, plastic, builders’
with vast areas of degraded land .There is a growing rubble and discarded packaging pollute urban and
awareness that the cultural and spiritual value of this rural land. Soaps, detergents, chemicals and other
beautiful land we call ‘home’ is being threatened. waste from our homes and factories poison the soil.
:HQHHGWRWDNHUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRUZKDWLVKDSSHQLQJ Safe, long term disposal of radio-active and other
now and respond by practicing more sustainable land hazardous wastes are another challenge.
use.
•
Mining: Mining companies are often more
What we can do:
FRQFHUQHGDERXWSUR¿WVIRUVKDUHKROGHUVWKDQEHDULQJ
 To avoid waste and litter polluting
the long term costs of damage to the environment.
6WHULOH PLQH GXPSV DUH GLI¿FXOW DQG H[SHQVLYH WR
the soil: recycle and re-use as much
rehabilitate. Acid and heavy metal contamination of
as possible.
soil and underground water is seriously impacting
 Prevent soil erosion: place rocks and
the land and the health of its inhabitants.
poles across steep paths. Try to
•
Agriculture: ([FHVVLYH XVH RI DUWL¿FLDO
leave as much plant cover as
fertilizers disturbs the natural balance in the soil.
possible when building. Design paths
3HVWLFLGHVGHVWUR\SHVWVWKDWGDPDJHFURSVEXWWKH\
to public areas to discourage people
also wipe out living organisms that enrich soil. Deep
ploughing and overgrazing damages soil structure
from destroying plant cover.
DQG SURPRWHV HURVLRQ 3RLVRQRXV VDOWV EXLOG XS LQ
 Look at your church grounds: are they
the soil from excessive irrigation.
glorifying to God?
•
)LUH HURVLRQ DQG GHVWUXFWLRQ RI

Use water-wise and drought resistant
indigenous habitats: Every year, ¿UHVGHVWUR\YDVW
plants and grasses for gardens and
areas of natural habitat. They remove and endanger
lawns.
indigenous vegetation, expose topsoil to erosion
from wind and rain and open land up to invasion by
 Plant indigenous trees in church
DOLHQ SODQWV 1DWXUDO KDELWDWV FDQ RQO\ VXUYLYH ¿UHV
grounds and other open spaces
that occur every 2 to 4 years (fynbos every 8 to 12
for special celebrations such as
years) otherwise they suffer long term damage. A
baptisms. Celebrate Arbor week in
combination of overgrazing, burning, deforestation
early September.
and soil erosion turns once fertile land into desert.

Remove thirsty aliens like willows,
•
'HYHORSPHQW :LWK D JURZLQJ KXPDQ
SRSXODWLRQ DQG ULVLQJ DIÀXHQFH DQG DVSLUDWLRQV IRU
gums, pines and poplars
a better standard of living, people place increasing
 Protect natural habitats.
demands on the land. Only 13.5% of land in SA is
 Use natural fertilizers, compost
suitable for growing crops. Use of farmland for the
& mulch. Avoid using pesticides,
expansion of housing, informal settlements, roads,
herbicides & poisons.
dams and industrial or recreational (e.g. golf course)

Use
environmentally friendly cleaning
development, is a growing threat to food security
materials
at church and at home.
and our natural habitats.

³,DPFRQFHUQHGDERXWWKHZRXQGVDQGEOHHGLQJVRUHVRQWKHQDNHGERG\RIWKHHDUWK+DYH
we not seen the long-term effects of these bleeding sores? The famine? The poverty? We are
responsible, directly or indirectly. We are strangling the earth.” Wangari Maathai (founder of
WKH.HQ\DQ*UHHQ%HOWPRYHPHQWDQG1REHO3HDFH3UL]HZLQQHU
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CREATIVE IDEAS

6WHS7ZR'LVFXVVLRQ

Sunday school: Make a poster of a tree with
the following title. ‘The leaves of the tree are for
the healing of the nations’. On each leaf draw or
write something that needs to be healed in your
community or land.

a. Land as a divine gift.

Congregational procession: 3URFHVV DURXQG
the streets around your church building, giving
thanks for what is there (sun, plants etc) and
SUD\LQJDERXWWKHSUREOHPV\RXVHH HJJUDI¿WL
litter, shebeens). Take along black bags to collect
any rubbish you see.
Symbol: During church services put two pot plants
on the altar: one healthy and one dying.

SMALL GROUP MATERIALS
Step One: Introduction
7KH ¿UVW ¿YH ERRNV RI WKH %LEOH DUH NQRZQ DV
WKH 3HQWDWHXFK 7KH\ FRQWDLQ WHDFKLQJV ZKLFK
HQFRXUDJHSHRSOHWROLYHDFFRUGLQJWR*RG¶VZLOO:H
are going to explore some of the Biblical attitudes
WR ODQG LQ WKH 3HQWDWHXFK DQG UHGLVFRYHU VRPH
wisdom that can be applied to land use today.
:HYLHZDQGXVHODQGLQPDQ\GLIIHUHQWZD\V,Q
small groups discuss why we value the different
types of land listed below and what responsibility
we have for their care. Then each group can feed
back to the main group.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A
A
A
A
A

garden at home
communal vegetable plot
play park
national park
forest

Read Deuteronomy 26:1-12. For the people of
*RGWKH3URPLVHG/DQGZDVWKHIXO¿OPHQWRIWKH
process of salvation that began with the exodus
from Egypt. In the wilderness they were given
guidance as to how they should treat the land that
they had been promised. Stories from the Bible
and from current affairs reveal that this gift of God
has been the subject of dispute and violence.
Discuss:
 :KDW GR \RX WKLQN WKH SHRSOH RI *RG
gained from their wilderness experience?
 +RZ PLJKWZH GHYHORSUHODWLRQVKLSVWKDW
respect land, people and God?

b. Resting the land
5HDG/HYLWLFXV ,QWKHVHYHUVHVIURP
/HYLWLFXVZHXQGHUVWDQGWKDW*RGRUGDLQVWKDWWKH
land is given a time of rest, a ‘Sabbath’, a common
practice in many traditional societies.
 :KDWDUHWKHDGYDQWDJHVRIDOORZLQJODQG
under production to rest?
• In our growth-orientated world, does the
concept of Sabbath, or having limits on
production have any thing to contribute to
the way in which we view land today?
 :KDW FDQ ZH OHDUQ DERXW RXU DWWLWXGH WR
our work?

c. Whose land?
/HYLWLFXVLQIRUPVXVWKDWODQGEHORQJVWR*RGDQG
we as tenants may only lease it.
• If God owns the land, and we are borrowing
it from him, what difference should that
make to our society and the way we use
land?
Step Three: A task
Deuteronomy 26:5-10 reads as a creed recited by
WKHSHRSOHRI*RGLQZRUVKLS:ULWHDFUHHGWHOOLQJ
the story of (or focusing on) a piece of land, or
your country, or the whole earth, expressing our
Christian beliefs and responsibilities regarding land
and our use of land.*

Additional Resources:
This is a useful website:
ZZZFKXUFKODQGFR]DGHIDXOWDVS"LG 
/$1'7+(($57+,67+(/25'¶6
* Scottish Eco-congregations.
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The Font should be a clear focal point for this service. The Greeting and Confession can be led from there,
and the congregation be encouraged to pass the font on their way to or from communion and to make the
sign of the cross over themselves with the blessed water.
7KHDSSURDFKZLOOGHSHQGRQORFDOLPDJHVRIZDWHUÀRRGVGURXJKWVSROOXWLRQRURFHDQV

Focus
Approach
Sentence
Act of
3HQLWHQFH

The river of God is full of water.

,WZRXOGVHHPDSSURSULDWHWRPRYHWKH$FWRI3HQLWHQFHWRDIWHUWKH6HUPRQDQGWROHDGLWIURPWKH)RQW
DVSDUWRIDUHQHZDORI%DSWLVPDO9RZV

Collect

Gracious Father
your Son is the source of living water:
grant that the gift of his Spirit might inspire us all
WRYDOXHWKLVJLIW\RXKDYHSURYLGHGIRURXUEHQH¿W
WROHDUQWRXVHLWHI¿FLHQWO\VRWKDWLWPLJKWEHVKDUHGE\DOO
and to strive to ensure that it is available to all your people,
WKURXJKRXU/RUGDQG6DYLRXU-HVXV&KULVWAmen
352&/$0$7,212)*2'¶6:25'

First
/HVVRQ

Exodus
17: 1 – 7

The people in the wilderness are thirsty and they turn to God to meet their needs. Moses
strikes the rock and water pours forth for them, and the place is named Massah and
0HULEDKWRUHPLQGWKHPRIWKHPXUPXULQJDQGWKHTXHVWLRQ³,VWKH/RUGDPRQJXVRUQRW"´

3VDOP

3VDOP
65: 4 – 13

:DWHULVDWWKHKHDUWRIWKHWKDQNVJLYLQJIRU(DUWK¶VSURYLVLRQ

Second
/HVVRQ

Revelation
22: 1– 5

The heavenly vision of water that brings life and growth and sustains human life. The vital
need for all humanity is water that will encourage, and sustain life in all its fullness. This
can easily become polluted and bring disease and death.

Canticle

Settings of
3VDOP

(LWKHUWKH3UD\HU%RRNSVDOP or
AMNS 226
As pants the hart for cooling streams
SoF
27
As the deer pants for the water

Gospel

-RKQ
4: 4 – 15

-HVXVRIIHUV³OLYLQJZDWHU´WRWKHZRPDQDWWKHZHOO-XVWDVZHQHHGZDWHUWRVXVWDLQ
human life, so the refreshment of the Spirit is essential to our well-being in the living of our
faith.

Creed

Baptismal
Creed

As part of the response set out below
5(6321',1*72*2'¶6:25'

Ritual

&RQVLGHUWKHUHQHZDORI%DSWLVPDOYRZVDVDUHVSRQVHWRWKH:RUGRI*RG

Intercession
3HDFH
Sentence
3URSHU
3UHIDFH
3RVW
Communion
sentence

2XU6DYLRXU-HVXV&KULVWVDLG³7KHZDWHU,ZLOOJLYHWKHPZLOOEHFRPHDVSULQJRIZDWHUZHOOLQJXSWR
eternal life.”
&(/(%5$7,1*$77+(7$%/(
And now we give you thanks because you have promised that those who drink of the water that you
give them will never thirst again.
7+(6(1',1*2872)*2'¶63(23/(
:KDWGRHVWKH/RUGUHTXLUHRI\RXEXWWRGRMXVWLFHWRORYHNLQGQHVVDQGWRZDONKXPEO\ZLWK\RXU
God.

3RVW
Communion
3UD\HU
Can replace
#87

O Creator God,
pour out on us the water of life
that we might quench our thirst and draw strength from you.
+HOSXVWRVWDQGDORQJVLGHWKRVHZKRVWUXJJOHGDLO\IRUFOHDQZDWHU
so that all might be refreshed and renewed by your abundant love,
UHYHDOHGLQRXU/RUG-HVXV&KULVWAmen

Blessing

God, who is the source of all goodness and growth,
pour his blessing upon all created things, and upon you, God’s children,
that you may use them to God’s glory and the welfare of all peoples;
and may God the Father, who spoke the waters of the earth into being,
and God the Son, who gives living water to all who would receive it,
DQG*RGWKH+RO\6SLULWZKRUHIUHVKHVRXUVRXOVFRQWLQXDOO\
bless you that you might be a blessing to others, today and always. Amen
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:$7(57+(6285&(2)/,)(

ater

The source of life

$W WKH EHJLQQLQJ RQH ULYHU ÀRZV RXW RI (GHQ WR EHFRPH WKH ZDWHUVKHG WKDW FUDGOHV
civilization *HQ . At the very end, a cosmic echo declares the invitation of the
One who is called the Alpha and Omega, “Let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone
who wishes take the water of life as a gift.”
(Rev22:17)

F

URP VWDUW WR ¿QLVKLQ %LEOH KLVWRU\ IUHVK ZDWHU
EXEEOHV JXVKHV JXUJOHV ÀRZV ÀRRGV UDLQbows the sky, or suddenly dries up. Then it pours
out of God’s upper chambers all over again, to nurture, sustain, wash, cleanse, baptize, heal or tempest-toss the heroes and heroines of God’s story,
towards his good ending. Clean drinking water is
closely linked to the mystery of the Bible’s theme
of mission.”*

IUXLWIXODQGPXOWLSO\DQG¿OOWKHZDWHUVLQWKHVHDV
and let birds multiply on the earth”’.
*HQ
:H KDYH EHHQ JLYHQ XQLYHUVDO ODZV 7KH 5RPDQ
&DWKROLF &KXUFK WDONV RI µ7KH 1DWXUDO /DZ¶ (YHQ
for those who don‘t accept the concept of God,
there are laws of the universe upon which life is
dependent. These laws include living in harmony,
in balance and respecting the rhythms of life.

“To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without
cost, from the spring of the water of life.”
(Rev 21:6)

/LIHRQWKLVSODQHWLVDVHOIVXVWDLQLQJSURFHVVOLIH
and the diversity thereof, maintains life. Everything is inter-related. If one component of life is
³$QG*RGVDLGµ/HWWKHZDWHUVEULQJIRUWKVZDUPV destroyed, the other parts come under increasing
RIOLYLQJFUHDWXUHVDQGOHWELUGVÀ\DERYHWKHHDUWK pressure. The more we destroy biodiversity, the
across the dome of the sky’. So God created the more we threaten a sustainable future.
great sea monsters and every living creature that
moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, $QHVVHQWLDOSDUWRIOLIHLVRIFRXUVHZDWHU:HUHLW
and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw not for water, there would be no life on this planet
that it was good. God blessed them, saying ‘be DVZHNQRZLW:HKHDULWLQWKHFUHDWLRQVWRULHV
:$7(57+(6285&(2)/,)(
* Goddard. A. Inaugural conference of A Rocha.
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“Now the earth was formless and void, darkness
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over the waters.”
*HQHVLV

Africa: Every household is entitled to a free basic
water allowance while the timber industry must
pay for water that plantations consume.

All people have the right to water. An essential
for all governments should be to ensure adequate
quantity and quality for its people. Government is
understood as being the people’s representative at
all levels. Every effort should be made to ensure that
Earth is the only planet in our solar system where communities should participate in the management
water is found in all three states: solid, liquid and of their own resources. More power should be in
gas. In particular it is the only planet where water WKHKDQGVRIWKHSHRSOHLIZHDUHWR¿QGSHDFHRQ
is found in a liquid state, the only planet with WKLV¿QLWHSODQHW-XVWLFHGHPRFUDF\DQGHTXLWDEOH
GULQNDEOHZDWHU:DWHULVHVVHQWLDOWRDOOIRUPVRI access to natural resources are prerequisites for
life on earth. The religions of the world recognise SHDFH±ZLWKRXWWKHPZHZLOOQRW¿QGSHDFH:H
the sacredness of water. They see water as a gift cannot hand over to commercial interests or multifrom God. They know it is essential to life. They national corporations what should be under the
know that we, and all plants and animals are control of local communities, particularly at this
dependent on water. They know therefore that we critical time when climate change is undermining
livelihoods and food security amongst small scale
and all living beings have a right to water.
farmers in many parts of the developing world.
³7KHULYHUÀRZHGLQWRWKHVHDDQGPDGHLWVZDWHUV Currently, our life support systems – our water, our
ZKROHVRPH :KHUHYHU WKH ULYHU ÀRZV DOO OLYLQJ air and our soil – are being threatened because of
the domination of commercial interests.
creatures teeming in it will live.”
(Ezekiel 47: 8,9)
The situation in South Africa
:DWHU KDV D VLJQL¿FDQW VSLULWXDO PHDQLQJ -HVXV
said to the Samaritan woman: “The water I will South Africa is one of the 20 driest countries in
give him will become in him a spring of water the world. Our annual rainfall is less than 500mm.
72% of our water is used for agriculture, 11% for
welling up to eternal life.”
industry and 17% for domestic use.
(John 4:14)

“Streams came up from the earth and watered the
whole surface of the ground.”
*HQHVLV 

7KH:RUOG+HDOWK2UJDQL]DWLRQHVWLPDWHVWKDW
billion people, (approximately 20% of the global
communities) live without adequate access to
water and more than 5 million people die each
year of inadequate water or water borne diseases.
As Christians therefore we should view with the
XWPRVW FRQFHUQ WKH FRPPRGL¿FDWLRQ RI ZDWHU
(treating water as a mere commodity to be sold
DWDSUR¿W 1RZKHUHVKRXOGSHRSOHEHGHQLHGWKH
right to adequate water because they cannot pay
IRU LW  1RZKHUH VKRXOG SHRSOH SUR¿W IURP ZDWHU
through denying others access to it. And there is
the often neglected aspect that, for the rest of
living creation, survival is being threatened not
only by the loss of habitat but by being denied
access to life-giving water. All of life must be taken
into consideration because biodiversity is essential
for the ongoing sustainability of life.

•
•

12% of South Africans do not yet have
access to drinking water.
45% do not yet have access to adequate
sanitation

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water
RI OLIH EULJKW DV FU\VWDO ÀRZLQJ IURP WKH WKURQH
RI*RGDQGRIWKH/DPEWKURXJKWKHPLGGOHRIWKH
street of the city. On either side of the river is the
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing
its fruit each month, and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations”.
(Rev 22:1-2)

µ7KH1LOHLVUXQQLQJGU\1DWXUH¶VZDWHUF\FOH
is not failing, it is our demands that are
increasing’ 3

<RXPLJKWDVN³%XWKRZGRZHSODFHDYDOXHRQ
this all-important source of life?” This is important
because without placing a value on it we continue
to abuse, misuse, pollute and waste this essential
of life. It is therefore fundamentally important
that people have access to adequate clean water
to meet their basic needs, and that industry and
agri-business pay for the privilege of using large
quantities. An example can be given from South
26
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“The crisis is deepest where the waters are shallowest.”

:DWHULQOLTXLGIRUPLVWKHHVVHQFHRIDOOOLIH2XU
SODQHWLVWKHRQO\RQHWKDWKDVLWRIHDUWK¶V
water is sea water. Two thirds of the remaining
fresh water is locked up in polar and glacial ice.
6RXWK $IULFD LV D ZDWHU VFDUFH FRXQWU\ :H JHW
only half the world’s average annual rainfall, 60%
of which falls in 20% of the country. Climate
change is causing more intense weather events
like hurricanes, tornados, hail and super storms,
GURXJKWVDQGÀRRGV7KHJURZLQJXQSUHGLFWDELOLW\
of rainfall patterns makes water management a
FKDOOHQJH :KLOH VXEXUEDQ GZHOOHUV LQ 6$ KDYH
reliable supplies of good quality water, this is not
the norm for people living in townships, informal
VHWWOHPHQWV UXUDODUHDV RI6RXWK$IULFDQV
do not have reasonable access to safe drinking
water and 45% do not have adequate sanitation).
Future water scarcity threatens our long term
SROLWLFDOVRFLDOHFRQRPLF HFRORJLFDOVHFXULW\DQG
sustainability.
It is predicted that at our present rate of
consumption, SA will run out of water between
DQG:HFDQDWWULEXWHWKHUHGXFWLRQRI
water quantity and quality to timber plantations
and unsustainable commercial agriculture, industry
PLQLQJDOLHQLQYDVLYHSODQWVODQGGHJUDGDWLRQ
climate change, pollution (especially of ground
water by the mining industry), population growth
DQGULVLQJDIÀXHQFH
There is however a deep underlying source
of concern: the prevailing economic system is
reducing public and community control over water
to a commercial good. The growing global trend
to privatize water is threatening to deprive the
poor of access to what should be a basic human
ULJKW3HRSOHRIIDLWKVKRXOGVHHNWRHQVXUHWKDWDOO
people have access to clean water and sanitation,
and that all life has access to water.

³:KHQWKHZHOOLVGU\±ZHNQRZWKH
worth of water”
%HQMDPLQ)UDQNOLQ

:$7(57+(6285&(2)/,)(

What you can do to save water
(if you have access to municipal water)

Simple water conservation measures can
reduce consumption by 30 to 40% without
discomfort:
• Repair leaking taps. Report water leaks
and vandalism to the municipality.
• Save water – bathing uses 150 litres,
showering 30 and washing in a basin only
10!
 5HGXFHWRLOHWÀXVKYROXPHSXWDEULFNLQ
WKHFLVWHUQRULQVWDOODµGXDOÀXVK¶V\VWHP
• Boil only as much water as you need.
• Install tap aerators to reduce the water
ÀRZ
• Don’t rinse anything under running water
WXUQWDSRIIZKHQEUXVKLQJWHHWK 
washing dishes.
• Collect cold water while waiting for the hot
to arrive from the geyser.
• Make sure washing machines and
dishwashers are full before running a load.
• Install rainwater tanks - collect water from
roof run-off.
 3ODQWZDWHUZLVHSODQWV PXOFK FRYHU
with dry plant material or wood bark) to
reduce evaporation. Avoid watering in
wind or during the heat of the day, water
SODQWVGHHSO\EXWOHVVRIWHQ XVHµJUH\
water’ from bathing.
• Cover swimming pools to reduce
evaporation.
 %UXVKRXWVLGHDUHDVFOHDQZLWKDEURRP 
wash cars with a bucket rather than using
a hose.
• Don’t throw oil, paint, medicines,
FKHPLFDOV SRLVRQVLQWRVHZHUV VWRUP
water systems.
• Get your church involved in a river clean
up scheme and wetland conservation.
• Bore-holes often tap water from ancient
aquifers which may take thousands of
years to be replenished. Bore-hole water
should not be ‘wasted’ on suburban
gardens. If it is to be utilized, this water
should be kept for circumstances of dire
need.
• If you see water being wasted – do
something!!
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the amount or reliability of rainfall, or an increase
in evaporation, will worsen the lack of surface and
7KHPH  7KH JLIW RI ZDWHU ± WKH PRVW EDVLF JURXQG ZDWHU UHVRXUFHV 'HVHUWL¿FDWLRQ ZKLFK LV
already a problem in South Africa, will be further
necessity of life
worsened by climate change, scientists warn.
0DLO *XDUGLDQ
Step One: Opening prayer:

SMALL GROUP MATERIAL

God our creator,
you have made us one with this earth, to tend it
and to bring forth fruit:
May we so respect and cherish all that has life from
you,
that we may share in the labour of all creation
WR JLYH ELUWK WR \RXU KLGGHQ JORU\ WKURXJK -HVXV
&KULVWRXU/RUG
Amen
Step Two: Icebreaker:
Divide into small groups. Invite people around the
circle to share what their favourite drink is (non
alcoholic!!). Then invite people to tell each other
why water is important to life.
Step Three:
Invite different people to read these two extracts
about water, which are related to climate change
and to sanitation:

2] Access to clean water is acknowledged as
EDVLFWRKHDOWK\OLYLQJFRQGLWLRQV<HWPDQ\RIRXU
rivers and streams in South Africa are polluted by
industry and by the fact that, without piped water,
people in both rural and urban slums are forced to
use their only water supply for drinking, cooking
and washing, while lack of sanitation facilities
means that rivers and streams become polluted
by human waste. All these conditions lead to the
threat of diseases such as cholera, and provide
WKH FRQGLWLRQV XQGHU ZKLFK +,9$,'6 OHDGV WR
premature death.
In attempts to get clean, piped water to increasing
QXPEHUVRISHRSOHPRUHTXLFNO\DQGHI¿FLHQWO\WKDQ
the government can do itself; attempts are being
made to privatize delivery of water by handing
this to overseas companies. This however, means
FKDUJLQJ SHRSOH IRU ZDWHU 3RRU SHRSOH FDQQRW
afford this, and where this practice is being forced
on them a backlash is developing. 12

6WHS )RXU Invite people to share in pairs and
1]:DWHULVEHFRPLQJVFDUFHU0XFKRIWKHFRXQWU\ then with the whole group:
is arid or semi-arid and is constantly subjected to
:KDWKDVEHHQP\SHUVRQDOH[SHULHQFH
GURXJKWVDQGÀRRGVZKLFKZLOORQO\ZRUVHQ6RXWK 
of water?
Africa’s weather service says it is a known fact that

+RZLVWKLVSUREOHPDIIHFWLQJPHDQG 
KLJKHUWHPSHUDWXUHVZLOOLQÀXHQFHUDLQIDOO
people I know?

+RZLVLWDIIHFWLQJRWKHUVLQWKHZLGHU 
community around us?

:KRDUHPRVWDIIHFWHG"


6WHS)LYH,QYLWHVRPHRQHWRUHDG-RKQ
Discuss:




“It could increase in some parts of the country, and
decrease in other parts,” the service says. Our water
supplies are largely stored in dams and inter-basin
water transfer schemes. “South Africa’s rainfall is
already highly variable in geographical distribution
and unpredictable, both within and between
years,” the environmental department says in its
climate change report, adding that a reduction in
28



:KDWVWULNHV\RXPRVWDERXWWKLV

passage?
:K\GR\RXWKLQNLWLVVRVLJQL¿FDQWWKDW
-HVXVFKRVHWRDVND6DPDULWDQZRPDQ
for water?
:KDWGRHVWKLVSDVVDJHVD\WR\RXDERXW
today's water crisis?
:KDWLVWKHVLJQL¿FDQFHRIWKHSKUDVH 
“living water”?

,QYLWHVRPHRQHWRUHDGWKHIROORZLQJUHÀHFWLRQ
:DWHUWKHVRXUFHRIOLIH±RIKHDOWKDQGUHIUHVKPHQW
and cleansing and fruitfulness and also of power
DQGEHDXW\VWUHQJWKDQGPDNLQJQHZ:DWHUGHHS
desire and simple necessity. There is no mythology
:$7(57+(6285&(2)/,)(

in the world that does not tell stories about water,
that does not see water as being at the heart of
WKHGLYLQHDVZHOODVDWWKHFRUHRIKXPDQOLIH/RRN
at us – we baptise, we wash, we sprinkle, we bless,
we even mix a few drops of water in the wine at
&RPPXQLRQ:DWHULVDEOHVVLQJZHDOOQHHG
Step Six: Invite the group to discuss one thing
they could do, as individuals or as a group to save
water.
Closing prayer:

+RO\ 6SLULW SRZHUIXO ZLQG PRYLQJ DFURVV WKH
waters
enable us to recognize in ourselves;
our preoccupation with our own needs and
desires;
our apathy and ignorance in acknowledging and
understanding the needs and desires of others.
Empower us to transform this recognition into
motivation
to seek equality, justice and peace
for all people throughout our world. Amen. 13

Creator God, you brought order out of chaos
transforming and separating the raging ocean into
earth, sky and seas,
¿OOLQJWKHPZLWKOLYLQJFUHDWXUHVWKHQ\RXFUHDWHG
•
human beings
and put us in charge of your creation. Show us
how to use your creativity today
when the delicate balance of nature is under
threat.

CREATIVE IDEAS

/RUG-HVXV/LYLQJ:DWHU
create in each one of us a pool of peace, a deep
well of healing that can transform
bitterness to love
impatience to patience
irritation to tolerance
rejection to acceptance
DQGLQDGHTXDF\WRFRQ¿GHQFHLQRXURZQDELOLW\

:$7(57+(6285&(2)/,)(

•

Move the baptismal font to the centre
of the church if possible, or a large
bowl of water. Invite people to bring
a container of water from their different
communities and pour them into the
bowl. Then say a prayer to bless
our communities and the water in them.
Rather than using incense on this
particular Sunday, sprinkle the altar with
holy water.
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Focus

7KHUHVKRXOGEHQRJUHDWÀRUDOGLVSOD\VLQFKXUFKDWWKHVHUYLFHVWRGD\6RPHGULHGDUUDQJHPHQWVRUDSLHFH
of driftwood would have a far greater impact.

Approach
Sentence

The earth dries up and withers … the earth lies polluted under its inhabitants.

Act of
3HQLWHQFH

:KHUHYHUWKH$FWRI3HQLWHQFHLVSODFHGLQWKHVHUYLFHLQWURGXFWRU\VHQWHQFHVIURP,VDLDKFRXOGEH
XVHGDQGIROORZHGE\DVHWIRUPRI&RQIHVVLRQWKHDGDSWDWLRQIURP3VDOPRUDQDGDSWDWLRQRI:HKDYH
forgotten who we are.

Collect

Almighty God
you created the heavens and the earth
and all that is in them,
and you created humankind in your own image,
and it was very good:
grant us the courage to recognise our failure to maintain your creation
and by your grace do all that we can to halt the degradation of our environment;
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWRXU/RUG
who came that we might have life in all its fullness. Amen
352&/$0$7,212)*2'¶6:25'

)LUVW/HVVRQ

Genesis 6:11-14;


1RDK6KHP+DP-DSKHWKWKHLUXQQDPHGZLYHVDQGDQDUNIXOORIFUHDWXUHVDUHUHVFXHG
E\*RGIURPWKHÀRRGZKLFKGHVWUR\HGOLIHRQWKHNQRZQZRUOG(YHQWKRXJKKXPDQNLQG
had been so evil, a remnant is saved. And God made a covenant with these survivors that
never again would the world be destroyed.

3VDOP

3VDOP

7KHHDUWKLVWKH/RUG¶VDQGVHHNVWKRVHZLWKFOHDQKDQGVDQGSXUHKHDUWVWRVKDUHWKDW
creation.

Second
/HVVRQ

Romans 8:
18 – 27

Creation itself waits on the coming of the children of God, inspired by the Spirit, to
respond to that which is God’s intention for the whole of creation.

Canticle

Canticle 6

$6RQJRI&UHDWLRQ$3%S

Gospel

Mark 16: 1 - 8

7KHUHVXUUHFWLRQLVDPHVVDJHRIKRSHWRDOOZKRZLOOHQJDJHZLWKWKHOLYLQJ*RG/LNHWKH
ZRPHQDWWKHHPSW\WRPEWKHSURVSHFWFDQ¿OOXVZLWKWHUURUDQGDPD]HPHQWEXWFDOOV
us to action.

Creed

O God, the source
of our being …

IURP-DQHW0RUOH\$OO'HVLUHV.QRZQ
5(6321',1*72*2'¶6:25'

Intercession

$YHUVLFOHDQGUHVSRQVHWKDWUHÀHFWVSHQLWHQFHIRUPLVXVHDQGDGHVLUHWRFKDQJH
/RUGIRUJLYHRXUIDLOXUHVLQDEXVLQJ\RXUFUHDWLRQ
And grant us the grace to change our ways.

3HDFH
Sentence

And God said, “I am establishing my covenant with you, with your descendants, and with every living creature
that is with you.”
&(/(%5$7,1*$77+(7$%/(

3URSHU
3UHIDFH

And now we give you thanks that even in the midst of despair, you speak words of hope to your people and
can lead us from bondage to our past into a future where your Son will reign supreme over all things.
7+(6(1',1*2872)*2'¶63(23/(

3RVW&RPP
sentence

The Creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.

3RVW
Communion
3UD\HU
Can replace
#87

God our Creator,
you feed your people with the bread from heaven:
let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage
that we may come to that place where your people hunger and thirst no more
and your creation is restored to its full glory;
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWRXU/RUG$PHQ

Blessing

*RIRUWKFRQ¿GHQWLQWKHKRSHLQZKLFK\RXKDYHEHHQVDYHG
praise God in all creation; follow Christ through whom all things are made;
in the power of the Spirit become a beacon of hope to the world;
and the blessing of the Creator God,

WKH(WHUQDO)DWKHUWKH5LVHQ6RQDQGWKH3URPLVHG+RO\6SLULW
bless you that you might be a blessing to others today and always. Amen
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limate Change
The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the heavens languish
together with the earth. The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have
transgressed laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a
curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt, therefore the inhabitants
of the earth dwindled and few people are left. The wine dries up, the vine languishes, all
the merry-hearted sigh. (Isaiah 24:4-7)
for God’s creation and that God commanded us to
do so. The problem has been that until recently
many people refused to recognize or did not realise
we were damaging the world’s ecosystems through
our modern industrial systems. Now it is clear we
:HDOVRKHDUWKDW*RGHVWDEOLVKHVWKHERXQGVRI are in an extremely critical situation.
the heavens and earth and waters on the earth. “In
his hands are the depths of the earth; the heights 7KLVSODQHWLVWKHRQO\KRPHZHKDYH/LIHRQWKLV
of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for planet is a miracle in itself, possible because of a
he made it, and the dry land, which his hands thin layer of atmosphere that surrounds the earth.
formed.” (Psalm 95:3-7). In Psalm 104:9 we It has just the right mixture of gases to maintain
UHDG ³<RX VHW D ERXQGDU\ WKDW WKH ZDWHUV PD\ a life-supporting temperature. If there was more
not pass, so that they might not again cover the oxygen or carbon dioxide, life as we know it would
HDUWK´,Q-REZHUHDG³:KHUHZHUH\RXZKHQ, not be possible.
ODLGWKHIRXQGDWLRQRIWKHHDUWK":KRGHWHUPLQHG
its measurements – or who stretched the line upon By burning fossil fuels we are upsetting this
balance. Coal and oil combustion releases carbon
it? (Job 38 and 39).
dioxide (CO2) which was trapped millions of years
limate change is now making us realize that we DJR :H DUH XVLQJWKH UHVRXUFHV RI WKH SDVW DQG
are in danger of destroying the very foundations threatening future life. The carbon dioxide level is
RI*RG¶VFUHDWLRQ:HKDYHWRVHHWKDWZHPXVWFDUH now higher than in the last 650,000 years.

,QWKH3VDOPVZHKHDURIDOOFUHDWLRQSUDLVLQJ*RG
³/HWWKHKHDYHQVEHJODGDQGOHWWKHHDUWKUHMRLFH
OHW WKH VHD URDU DQG DOO WKDW ¿OOV LW OHW WKH ¿HOG
exult, and everything in it.” (Psalm 96:11-12).

C
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:HKDYHWRUHGXFHRXUEXUQLQJRI&22 dramatically.
This does not mean we have to abandon our way of
life. It does mean that we have to generate energy
LQZD\VWKDWGRQRWGDPDJHWKHDWPRVSKHUH:H
shall have to live in harmony with the laws of the
universe. This will require using renewable energy
sources. The sun provides 6000 times more
energy than we need at any given time. There are
varieties of ways of harnessing the natural sources
of generating energy – such as the sun (solar),
wind, tides, waves and waterfalls (hydro).
/LYHVLPSO\±VRWKDWRWKHUVPD\VLPSO\OLYH
As Christians, we are not only bound to respond
to God’s mandate to us to care for God’s creation,
but we should also set an example to the world by
showing that we are prepared to live more simply
so that others – of this and future generations –
PD\VLPSO\OLYH:HFDQGRWKLVE\VHHNLQJWROLYH
in harmony with God’s creation and one another.
The economic injustices of our present-day world
are destroying any prospects of a sustainable world
LQWKHIXWXUH-XVWDVWKHUHFRXOGEHQRSHDFHLQ
South Africa until the injustices of apartheid were
removed, so there will be no peace in the world
until there is a more equitable sharing and caring
IRURXUQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHV&OLPDWH-XVWLFHLVDGHHSO\
moral issue. The fossil fuel industry controls vast
wealth and power, but is driving us to destruction.
:HVLPSO\KDYHWRVWRSEXUQLQJIRVVLOIXHOVDWRXU
present levels.
Consider the following:
The Atmosphere:
“Until now you probably weren’t thinking about the
fact that what you are sitting in is mostly nitrogen.
In fact, 78% of each breath you draw is nitrogen,
diluting the 21% oxygen content that keeps you
conscious and functioning, along with a smattering
of water vapour, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide,
methane, helium, argon, neon and a few other
gases. If there were a fraction more oxygen in
the gaseous cocktail, you would not be sitting so
contentedly. If there were about 4% more oxygen,
or a little less than the current fraction of methane,
WKLVSDJHZRXOGVSRQWDQHRXVO\EXUVWLQWRÀDPHV
7KH ZRUOG ZRXOG EH D ¿HU\ DQG YRODWLOH SODFH
There is symmetry in the air around you that is
beautiful, poetic, invisible and entirely underrated.
If we did not have the fraction of CO2 (0.037% of
the total) wrapped around our planet like a shawl,
life as we know it would not have stood a chance
in a frozen wasteland.” 10
Justice:
7KH$UFKELVKRSRI&DQWHUEXU\'U5RZDQ:LOOLDPV
has warned that our continued failure to protect
the earth and to resolve economic injustices within
and between societies will lead not only to environmental collapse but also to social collapse.
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One of the Millennium Development Goals was to
make poverty history by 2015, but unless we stop
climate change, this great aim will be just an empW\ GUHDP :LWKRXW DFWLRQ QRZ ZH ZLOO DVVXUHGO\
make poverty permanent.
Climate Change: Action is a Moral
Imperative
The Bible declares that God created all things and
that God’s creation (i.e. the natural environment
DQGLWVHFRV\VWHPV LVYHU\JRRG+XPDQVDUHQRW
separate from but are part of this creation, although
humans alone are made in the image of God (Gen
1:1-2:2). The creation teaches us about God (Rom
 -RE   :KLOH DOO WKLQJV EHORQJ WR
God, God has entrusted the care of creation to
KXPDQV 3V*HQ 
The relationship between humans and the rest of
creation is therefore one of interdependence and
VWHZDUGVKLS:HDUHFUHDWXUHVVKDSHGE\WKHVDPH
processes and embedded in the same systems as
those that sustain all other life.
<HWDV*RG¶VVWHZDUGVZHEHDUDQHWKLFDOUHVSRQsibility for the care of the Earth and the welfare of
all living things.
:HEOHVV*RGIRUKLVJUHDWQHVVDQGJRRGQHVVKLV
mercy and grace, and his love and justice evident
LQWKHFUHDWLRQ:HHQMR\WKHEHDXW\DQGSOHDVXUHV
RI*RG¶VFUHDWLRQ:HDUHVXVWDLQHGDQGVDWLV¿HG
E\LWVSURYLVLRQV:HDUHDPD]HGE\ZKDWVFLHQFH
UHYHDOVRILWVVWUXFWXUHDQGV\VWHPV:HDUHDZHG
by the miracle of life that continues to unfold day
E\ GD\ :H DOVR DFNQRZOHGJH WKDW KXPDQV KDYH
often denied our interdependence with the creation and failed in our stewardship of creation. One
major result of this is the global environmental
degradation and climate change we now face.
2YHUZKHOPLQJ VFLHQWL¿F HYLGHQFH VKRZV WKDW
humans have caused much of the global warming
occurring today. Climate change is one of the most
VLJQL¿FDQWWKUHDWVWRRXUHFRQRPLFDQGVRFLDOOLIH
It is imperative that governments and corporations, as well as individuals and local communities, respond to the current global environmental
crisis. Failure by national governments to respond
to climate change in decisive ways may result in
unmanageable cost blow-outs and irreversible
devastation to ecosystems and biodiversity.
Further, failure to address climate change may
ultimately contribute to the suffering and death
of millions of the world’s poorest and most
vulnerable people, and to the forced migration
of millions more to cooler and less physically
threatening regions.
&/,0$7(&+$1*(

Greenhouse gases, which occur naturally in the
atmosphere, trap heat from the sun and keep
the earth warm. The level of some of these
gases, including carbon dioxide (CO2), is rising
dramatically because of human activities. CO2
is released when we burn non-renewable fossil
fuels like coal, oil and gas. These are used mainly
for electricity generation and transport. Clearing
trees for agriculture or human development also
contributes to an increase in CO2 levels. Scientists
now have proof that the temperature of the
atmosphere increases with rising CO2 levels. This
has been dramatic since the industrial revolution
when people began to burn large quantities of
coal. No-one will escape the effects of climate
change but the poor will suffer most. Africa will be
one of the hardest hit continents.

Effects of climate change
Global warming is a slow but measurable increase
in the earth’s temperature resulting from rising
levels of atmospheric greenhouse gases. As a
result, oceans are warming, polar ice caps are
melting, sea levels are rising and extreme weather
HYHQWVOLNHGURXJKWVÀRRGVFROGVSHOOVDQGKHDW
waves are occurring more often. Unless we start
meaningful reductions in global greenhouse gas
emissions by 2015, global warming could become
unstoppable.
+HDOWK: Malaria, bilharzia, tick born and other
parasitic diseases will spread further and faster
in a hotter world. Certain cities currently out of
the present malaria distribution range will become
vulnerable to it.
Water: Safe and reliable sources of water for
growing human populations are threatened by
ÀRRGV GURXJKWV DQG H[SDQGLQJ GHVHUWV 2QH
RI WKH FDXVHV RI WKH FXUUHQW FRQÀLFW LQ 'DUIXU LV
access to water.
Poverty: Reduced and unpredictable rainfall
threatens production of maize, our staple crop,

&/,0$7(&+$1*(

and other produce. Globally we are already
facing soaring food prices as demand outstrips
production.
Biodiversity: Many indigenous plants and animals
are threatened with extinction as they fail to adapt
fast enough to rapidly changing climates.
+XPDQGHYHORSPHQW Rising sea levels threaten
low lying cities, coastal developments and farmlands.
What you can do if you live or work in
town, use electricity or own a car:
/LJKWV6ZLWFKRIIOLJKWVZKHQQRWLQXVH
and replace bulbs with energy saving
 &/)RQHV
• Cooking: Use a ‘hot box’ for slow cooking
and to keep food warm.
 +RWZDWHUWXUQ\RXUJH\VHUGRZQWR
degrees and install a geyser blanket.
• Appliances: buy energy saving products
and appliances; such as fridges.
• Shut down appliances. Enable the power
saving mode on your computer.
• Ask your municipality to promote
saving water, electricity and paper, and
get your community newspaper to run a
story.
• Switch off heaters and air conditioners,
only use when necessary.
• Reduce your petrol consumption: keep
your car serviced and the tyres properly
 LQÀDWHGGULYHXQGHUWKHVSHHGOLPLW
Consider a low emission car when you
next buy one.
• Try teleconferencing, avoid travelling
for business by using video and telephone
conferencing.
• Install motion sensor lights for security,
don’t leave lights on all night.
• Travel by public transport if at all possible.
• Form a lift club to school, work or church.
• Avoid plane trips unless absolutely
necessary.
• If you have to travel by plane, plant a tree
to replace carbon emissions, visit
www.trees.co.za for more information.

•
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CREATIVE IDEAS
Creative suggestion for a small group or after
church: Organise a showing of An Inconvenient
Truth with discussion afterwards.

SMALL GROUP MATERIALS
Bible Study: Exploring inconvenient truths
The Bible is full of “inconvenient truths” in which
God challenges individuals or groups of people
regarding their perceptions and understandings of
themselves.
Read Luke 18: 18-29 7KH5LFK<RXQJ5XOHU
Discuss the challenges and inconveniences faced
E\ WKH ULFK UXOHU ZKHQ -HVXV VXJJHVWHG WKDW KH
follow him.

An Inconvenient Truth is the title of both a
GRFXPHQWDU\¿OPDQGERRNE\$O*RUHKLJKOLJKWLQJ
the awkward reality of global warming and
climate change. Climate change is awkward and
inconvenient because humanity now has to face
up to the consequences of its particular concept
of progress and attitude to nature. Discovering the
life-threatening damage that we have caused to
our atmosphere and planet means coming face to
face with our own nature and greed and making
inconvenient changes to the way we live.
&RQVLGHU WKLV th century statement by Chicago
EXVLQHVVPDQ:35HQG

Smoke is the incense burning on the altars
of industry. It is beautiful to me. It shows that
men are changing the forces of nature into
articles of comfort for humanity.
'LVFXVV :KDW DWWLWXGH GRHV WKLV VWDWHPHQW
reveal? Do we still hold the same attitude to the
use of resources from creation as Rend did?
Bible Study:
Read the following two passages from the book
RI-REDQG0DWWKHZ¶VJRVSHODQGWDONWKURXJKWKH
questions offered.
'R \RX ¿QG IRRG IRU OLRQV WR HDW DQG VDWLVI\
hungry young lions when they hide in their
caves, or lie in wait in their dens?
:KR LV LW WKDW IHHGV WKH UDYHQV ZKHQ WKH\
wander about hungry, when their young cry to
me for food?
Do you know when mountain goats are born?
+DYH\RXZDWFKHGZLOGGHHUJLYHELUWK"
Do you know how long they carry their young?
Do you know the time for their birth?
Do you know when they will crouch down and
bring their young into the world?
In the wilds their young grow strong; they go
away and don’t come back.
:KRJDYHWKHZLOGGRQNH\VWKHLUIUHHGRP":KR
turned them loose and let them roam?
I gave them the desert to be their home, and let
them live on the salt plains.
They keep far away from the noisy cities, and
no one can tame them and make them work.
The mountains are the pastures where they
feed, where they search for anything green to
eat.
(Job 38:39-39:8)
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Air pollution over Beijing

the glory that is going to be revealed to us.
All of creation waits with eager longing for
God to reveal his children. vFor creation was
condemned to lose its purpose, not of its
own will, but because God willed it to be so.
<HWWKHUHZDVWKHKRSHWKDWFUHDWLRQLWVHOI
would one day be set free from its slavery to
decay and would share the glorious freedom
of the children of God. For we know that up
to the present time all of creation groans
with pain, like the pain of childbirth. But
it is not just creation alone which groans;
ZHZKRKDYHWKH6SLULWDVWKH¿UVWRI*RG¶V
gifts also groan within ourselves as we wait
for God to make us his children and set our
whole being free.

-HVXVVDLG³$QGZK\ZRUU\DERXWFORWKHV"/RRN
KRZ WKH ZLOG ÀRZHUV JURZ WKH\ GR QRW ZRUN RU
make clothes for themselves. But I tell you that
not even King Solomon with all his wealth had
FORWKHVDVEHDXWLIXODVRQHRIWKHVHÀRZHUV,WLV
God who clothes the wild grass – grass that is here
today and gone tomorrow, burned up in the oven.
:RQ¶WKHEHDOOWKHPRUHVXUHWRFORWKH\RX":KDW
little faith you have!”
(Matthew 6:28-30)
Questions for discussion:


:KDW GR WKHVH YHUVHV WHOO XV RI *RG¶V
attitude toward creation?



+RZGRHVWKHWKRXJKWWKDW*RGFDUHVIRU
creation as much as for human beings strike
\RX":KDWLVLWVVSLULWXDOVLJQL¿FDQFH"



:KDW PLJKW LW VD\ WR RXU JHQHUDWLRQ LQ
terms of environmental attitude and
responsibility?

If you have time:
Read Romans 8: 18-23:
I consider that what we suffer at this
present time cannot be compared at all with
&/,0$7(&+$1*(



:KDW VLJQL¿FDQFH GRHV VDOYDWLRQ KDYH
IRU FUHDWLRQ" +RZ ZRXOG \RX VHH WKLV LQ
practical terms? In the light of this passage
how do you see the work of Christ?



'LVFXVV WKH ³JURDQLQJ´ RI FUHDWLRQ :KDW
is the relationship between earth stress
DQG WKH KXPDQ FRQGLWLRQ" +RZ LV WKLV
visible in your home communities and
environments?
35

Ref

Comment

1(('127*5(('/LWXUJLFDO7H[W
*$7+(5,1*5,7(

Focus

A special collection of foodstuffs to be distributed to others in need might be a good focus for
the Offertory at this service.

Approach
Sentence

The people gathered the manna, and when they measured it, those who gathered much had
nothing over, and those who gathered little had no shortage; they gathered as much as they
needed.

Act of
3HQLWHQFH

Should preferably follow the sermon, and enable people to respond to their own shortcomings
with regard to hoarding and not sharing.

Collect

Eternal God
you crown the year with your goodness
and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWRXU/RUG
Amen

)LUVW/HVVRQ

Exodus 16:
13 – 21

God provides the people with quails in the evening and manna in the morning, and
when they gathered enough for each household each day, and on the sixth day,
VXI¿FLHQWIRUWKH6DEEDWKDVZHOO<HWVRPHRIWKHPJDWKHUHGPRUHDQGNHSWLWRYHUIRU
the next day, and it was spoiled.

3VDOP

3VDOP
26 – 35

Recognises that God has provided food for all creatures,

Second
/HVVRQ

&RULQWKLDQV
– 15

A familiar passage emphasising the need to share out of the abundance God has given
to us so that those that are suffering may be supported. It uses the natural image of
sowing and reaping to stress this truth.

Canticle

Canticle 4

7KH6RQJRI(]HNLHO±$3%S

Gospel

/XNH
13 – 21

The strong message of accountability for that which God has provided. The response of
the man is concerned with what “I” have grown, what “I” have done, and how “I” can
EHQH¿WIURPWKDW$QG*RGVDLG³<RXIRRO´

Exodus
16:18

Collect for
D+DUYHVW
Festival
$3%S

352&/$0$7,212)*2'¶6:25'

Creed
5(6321',1*72*2'¶6:25'
Intercession

/RUGKHOSXVWRVHHWKHQHHGVRIRWKHUV
And to trust that you will provide for our needs.

3HDFH
Sentence

The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
&(/(%5$7,1*$77+(7$%/(

Elements

See separate notes regarding the Elements to be used and their presentation.

Great
Thanksgiving

(XFKDULVWLF3UD\HUIRUWKH6HDVRQRI&UHDWLRQ

3URSHU
3UHIDFH

And now we give you thanks for the glories of your creation given into our care, and for the
opportunities we have to share that richness with all your people.
7+(6(1',1*2872)*2'¶63(23/(

3RVW&RPP
sentence

-HVXVVDLGWRWKHULFKPDQ³%HRQ\RXUJXDUGDJDLQVWDOONLQGVRIJUHHG´

3RVW
Communion
3UD\HU

/RYLQJ)DWKHU\RXU6RQJDYHXVWKLVPHDODVDQDFWRIUHPHPEUDQFHRIKLPDQGWKHQJDYH
KLVYHU\VHOIIRURXUVDOYDWLRQ:HWKDQN\RXIRUWKHQRXULVKPHQWZHUHFHLYHDW\RXUWDEOHDQG
pray that the strength we receive here, might give us the courage to share our very selves with
WKRVHLQQHHGWKURXJKWKH/RUGZKRVKDUHGKLPVHOIIRURXUVDNH$PHQ

Blessing

God the Creator is the source of all you need:
Christ the Saviour is fount of all your blessings;
7KH+RO\6SLULWLVWKHSRZHUWKDWHQOLYHQV\RXUZLWQHVV
Go forth with courage to serve the world in God’s name;
and the blessing of the Creator God,
WKH(WHUQDO)DWKHUWKH5LVHQ6RQDQGWKH3URPLVHG+RO\6SLULW
bless you that you might be a blessing to others today and always. Amen

Can replace #87
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NEED NOT GREED

eed not Greed
µ$K\RXZKRMRLQKRXVHWRKRXVHZKRDGG¿HOGWR¿HOGXQWLOWKHUHLVURRPIRUQRRQH
but you, and you are left to live alone in the midst of the land’. (Isaiah 5:8)

A

ristotle wrote that there were two basic
economic systems we could follow – the need
system or the greed system. It would be disastrous
if we followed the greed system. This would produce
LQHTXDOLWLHVWKDWZRXOGUHVXOWLQXQUHVWDQGFRQÀLFW
Guess which system we have followed!
7KH2OG7HVWDPHQWLV¿OOHGZLWK*RG¶VFDOOIRUULJKWeousness, justice and equity, particularly economic
justice.

some less. But when they measured it with an omer,
those who gathered much had nothing over, those
who gathered little had no shortage; they gathered
as much as they needed.” (Exodus 16 – 17). Moses
told them not to hoard, but some people ignored
his command. In their greed they gathered more
than they needed. By the next morning what they
had hoarded was full of maggots and beginning to
smell.

The Old Testament prophets strongly condemned
those who exploited their workers, failing to pay
them their wages, or cheated people with the
weights when buying their bread, or moved fence
posts to cheat their neighbour. The Old Testament
prophets’ call was for fairness, so that all might live
WRJHWKHU LQ KDUPRQ\ DQG SHDFH :H EHOLHYH WKDW
*RGSURYLGHVIRURXUQHHGEXWQRWRXUJUHHG:KHQ
God led the Israelites out of captivity in Egypt and
fed them with bread from heaven, he commanded
the Israelites to “gather as much of it as each of
you needs. … They did so, some gathering more,
NEED NOT GREED
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The tenth commandment clearly warns us of the
GDQJHU RI FRYHWRXVQHVV ³<RX VKDOO QRW FRYHW
your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave or ox or
donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”
(Exodus 20:17).
Our present economic system encourages us
to break the tenth commandment, to covet our
QHLJKERXU¶V FDU KRXVH RU ÀDWVFUHHQ 79 WR EX\
and consume what we don’t need. Our present
economic system is based on constant growth,
which requires more and more production and
FRQVXPSWLRQ :H DUH QRZ SD\LQJ WKH SULFH RI
EUHDNLQJ WKLV FRPPDQGPHQW :H KDYH JUHDWHU
poverty in the world than ever before, at a time
when the world knows greater wealth than ever
EHIRUH:HKDYHWKHJUHDWHVWHFRQRPLFLQMXVWLFH
insecurity and unrest ever, at a time when we could
position to provide for the needs of all.

6RPHSHRSOHKDYHEHQH¿WHGLPPHQVHO\IURPWKH
capitalist system and have become hugely wealthy,
but the price has been increasing economic
LQMXVWLFH :KLOH WKH ULFK JHW ULFKHU ERWK WKH SRRU
and the environment suffer and are increasingly
exploited. Nature is hitting back because of our
UXWKOHVVVHO¿VKDQGJUHHG\H[SORLWDWLRQRIQDWXUH
DQGQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHV:K\LVWKLVKDSSHQLQJ"
*UHHG LV RQH UHDVRQ :H FRQWLQXH WR H[SORLW WKH
natural resources of the world without regard
to the future or the sustainability of renewable
resources. Clean air, water and healthy soil provide
IRURXUOLIHVXSSRUWV\VWHPV:HFDQQRWFRQWLQXH
to pour poison and pollution into our air and water
with the excuse that cleaning our emissions would
UHGXFHRXUSUR¿WV:HFDQQRWFRQWLQXHWRGHVWUR\
our topsoil through some of the practices of huge
commercial farms. Topsoil remains South Africa’s
ELJJHVW H[SRUW ± LQWR WKH VHD :H KDYH WR VWDUW
looking after our life support systems, even if this
costs us more.
A second reason is that the poorest people have
been forced to exploit their natural resources
beyond capacity, having no option but to plough
on inappropriate mountain sides, or cut down the
38

last tree and destroy the forests of the world, or
XVHXQVXVWDLQDEOH¿VKLQJSUDFWLFHVZKLFKGHVWUR\
WKH¿VKVWRFNV6XFKSRYHUW\QHHGQRWH[LVWLIZH
establish greater economic justice.

These inequalities exist between nations as well
as within nations. The rich, developed northern
nations are intent on protecting their access to
natural resources, particularly oil, and fail to see
that the economic gap between rich and poor is
a major cause of global instability. The countries
where there is the smallest gap between rich and
poor are the countries that are the most stable and
peaceful in the world. Are we surprised? There is
no excuse for the rich nations to continue to hold
the poor nations hostage to unrepayable debt,
incurred when cheap oil gave rise to unrealistic
“development” schemes. There is no excuse for
the “developed” North to impose so-called “free
trade” on the rest of the world, while at the same
time subsidizing their own agricultural production.
In some countries, cows are subsidized by more
than $3 a day, while a billion people in the world
live on less than $2 a day.

:KHQ ZH VKDUH WKH DEXQGDQFH RI *RG¶V
creation equally, we undercut the temptation to
covetousness. God’s plan is that we may have “life
LQDOOLWVIXOOQHVV´ -RKQ *RGZDQWVXVWR
IXO¿OWKHSRWHQWLDOKHKDVJLYHQXV7KDWPHDQVWKDW
in order to grow up as a healthy person, we need
the essentials of nutritious food, a safe and secure
KRPHFORWKLQJDQGHGXFDWLRQ:LWKWKHVHZHFDQ
EHJLQWRIXO¿OWKHSRWHQWLDO*RGZLVKHVIRUXV,IZH
NEED NOT GREED

don’t know where our next meal is coming from or
we have no drinking water, sewerage or sanitation,
we struggle to reach our God given potential.
All of these could be provided if we had a more
sharing society and overcame the world’s present
HFRQRPLFLQMXVWLFHV)XO¿OPHQWLQOLIHFRPHVIURP
our relationships, with God and with one another –
the people we love and with whom we are in daily
FRQWDFW:HQHHGRQO\WKHHVVHQWLDOVRIOLIH:HZLOO
QRW ¿QG KDSSLQHVV RU IXO¿OPHQW LQ WKH H[FHVVLYH
ownership of material possessions. Rather than
looking for solutions through consuming more,
we should use the resources God has provided to
improve our education systems, health and hospital
care, sanitation and water supplies, essential
housing and public transport. Most important is
that each one of us is able to receive education
that will enable us to take responsibility for our
lives, for one another, and for God’s world.
3URI :DQJDUL 0DDWKDL WKH ¿UVW $IULFDQ ZRPDQ
DQGWKH¿UVWHQYLURQPHQWDOLVWWRUHFHLYHWKH1REHO
3HDFH3UL]HVD\VWKDWLIZHZDQWSHDFHZHPXVW
have democracy, human rights and equitable access
to carefully sustained natural resources – so that
ZHPD\DOOWDNHUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRURXUOLYHV:KLOH
politicians squander natural resources and wealth,
or while powerful nations try to control the natural
UHVRXUFHV RI WKH ZRUOG  ZH ZLOO QRW ¿QG SHDFH
3HDFH ZLOO FRPH IURP NQRZLQJ *RG DQG VKDULQJ
the abundance of resources with one another as
we seek to establish justice and live in harmony
with God’s creation.
The world cannot continue with the present level
of inequality, economic injustice and environmental
destruction. That the world’s richest should control
more than 80% of the world’s wealth is not only
iniquitous, it is unsustainable and cannot lead to
peace. That some CEOs earn ten thousand times
more than their workers is immoral. Somewhere,
somehow, the leaders of the world have to bring
about greater economic justice, not only within
nations, but between nations. A more human
face has to be brought to the capitalist system,
one that recognizes that people and their natural
HQYLURQPHQW DUH PRUH LPSRUWDQW WKDQ SUR¿WV  $
start needs to be made with what is called “Triple
bottom line accounting” which considers not only
WKH¿QDQFLDOSRVLWLRQEXWDOVRWKHVRFLDODQGWKH
environmental costs. The value of our natural
systems is worth billions of Rand, yet we take
for granted clean water, air, soil and the natural
cleansing processes of nature. These are now
being overloaded so that we now have “dead”
lakes and oceans and toxic lands.
:DVWHDQGSROOXWLRQDUHDPRQJRXUPRVWVHULRXV
sins before our God who provides for our need, but
not our greed.
NEED NOT GREED



Consumerism, poverty & environmental degradation
7KHUH LV QR ZD\ WKDW WKH XUJHQW  FULWLFDO QHHG IRU
SRYHUW\ DOOHYLDWLRQ  GHPDQG IRU D EHWWHU VWDQGDUG
of living by an escalating human population can be
met by the limited resources of our planet. Nor can
the planet cope with all our waste. More of the same
‘business as usual’ will not change anything because
WKHUHLVQRORQJHUHQRXJKWRJRURXQG:HZLOOKDYH
WR ¿QG ZD\V RI VKDULQJ  GLVWULEXWLQJ UHVRXUFHV
PRUHHTXLWDEO\3HRSOHLQWKHGHYHORSHGZRUOGPXVW
FKDQJH UHGXFHWKHLUZDVWHIXOFRQVXPSWLRQKDELWV
It is also imperative that we radically transform our
GLVFULPLQDWRU\HFRQRPLFV\VWHPZKLFKEHQH¿WVWKRVH
ZKR DOUHDG\ KDYH HQRXJK  PDUJLQDOLVHV WKH SRRU
 WKH HQYLURQPHQW :H FDQQRW DGGUHVV SRYHUW\
before we take care of creation - poverty alleviation
 HQYLURQPHQWDO FDUH JR KDQG LQ KDQG :H FDQ DOO
FKDQJH WKH ZD\ ZH GR WKLQJV ORFDOO\  JOREDOO\
Because we are people of faith, we have a moral
obligation to do this.

try to exist on the equivalent of R12 per day.
1.1 billion of the absolute poor in our world live
on R6 per day.
Approximately 18 million South Africans (45% of
the population) live in poor households that earn
OHVVWKDQ5SHUDGXOWSHUPRQWK3RZHUUHODtions in poor households may be characterised
by violence, fear, food insecurity, exploitative
ZRUN RWKHUSDWKRORJLHVRIHYHU\FKLOGUHQ
in SA grow up in poor households.
There are 8.4 million children in slavery
WUDI¿FNLQJGHEWERQGDJHIRUFHGODERXUHYHQ
though the slave trade was abolished 200 years
ago.
One third of the maize grown in the USA is now
XVHGIRUELRIXHOVWR¿OOFDUVZLWKIXHO7KH86
bakes its bread with other people’s maize.
1.7 million children die each year due to poverty.

•

•

•
•

3RYHUW\ LV ³D KXPDQ FRQGLWLRQ FKDUDFWHUL]HG E\
sustained or chronic deprivation of the resources,
capabilities, choices, security and power necessary
for the enjoyment of an adequate standard of living
and other civil, cultural, economic, political and social
rights.”
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
2001.
³+XPDQULJKWVFDQQRWEHVHFXUHGLQDGHJUDGHGHQYLronment. The fundamental right to life is threatened
E\VRLOGHJUDGDWLRQ GHIRUHVWDWLRQ E\H[SRVXUHWR
WR[LF FKHPLFDOV KD]DUGRXV ZDVWHV  FRQWDPLQDWHG
drinking water. Environmental conditions clearly help
to determine the extent to which people enjoy their
EDVLFULJKWVWROLIHKHDOWKDGHTXDWHIRRG KRXVLQJ
WUDGLWLRQDOOLYHOLKRRG FXOWXUH,WLVWLPHWRUHFRJnise that those who pollute or destroy the natural
environment are not just committing a crime against
nature, but are violating human rights as well.”
Klaus Teopfer, Executive Director, UN Environment
3URJUDPPH
“Freedom alone is not enough without light to read at
night, without time or access to water to irrigate your
IDUPZLWKRXWWKHDELOLW\WRFDWFKD¿VKWRIHHG\RXU
family.” Nelson Mandela.
•

•
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One child born in an industrialised country will
consume and pollute more in his or her lifetime
than 30 to 50 children born in a developing
country.
Almost half the people on earth (nearly 3 billion)

What can we do?
•

Buy things for their usefulness, not their
status.
 /HDUQWRVKDUHZKDWZHKDYH
• Develop a healthy scepticism for
 DGYHUWLVLQJ/LYHZLWKLQ\RXUPHDQV
bless God for what you have.
• Think about the lifecycle of what we buy
 ±ZKHUHLWFRPHVIURP ZKHUHLWZLOO
end up.
• Develop a habit of giving away.
 /HDUQWRHQMR\WKLQJVZLWKRXWRZQLQJ
them.
 /HDUQWROLYHZLWKRXWGHEW
• Buy things that can be recycled.
• The Bible condemns usury – endorse a
just economic system, ethical investments
 DQGIDLUWUDGH3D\IDLUZDJHV

NEED NOT GREED

Waste
In nature there is no waste, everything is recycled. •
:DVWHLVDSUREOHPKXPDQVKDYHFUHDWHG:DVWHLV
something that must be disposed of because nobody •
wants it at a particular time.
But one person’s waste is another’s raw materials.
If we are to live sustainably, products need to be
designed in such a way that when they are no longer
useful they can be dismantled so that the materials
FDQ EH XVHG DJDLQ :H KDYH WKH WHFKQRORJ\ WR GR
this but we don’t have the will to do it because it
GRHVQRWJHQHUDWHSUR¿WVIRUVKDUHKROGHUV:HQHHG
WROREE\IRUDSROLF\LQZKLFKµWKHSROOXWHUSD\V¶:H
are addicted to our ‘throw away, disposable, fast
food’ culture. This behaviour is contrary to the laws
of nature – contrary to God’s laws of creation.


•



•

*UHHGDQGLQMXVWLFHDUHERXQGWROHDGWRFRQÀLFW
and war. Military spending by the top 7 counWULHV LV  ELOOLRQ 86$  ELOOLRQ  7KH
USA spends only one thirtieth of that ($16 million) to address poverty. This is a gross misuse
and waste of precious resources. If half military
expenditure were directed to the Millennium DeYHORSPHQW*RDOV 0'*¶V  RYHUFRPLQJHQYLURQmental degradation, we would meet our targets.
Security won’t be found in weapons but in seekLQJ HVWDEOLVKLQJ*RG¶VMXVWLFHRQHDUWK
³$GPLQLVWHUWUXHMXVWLFHVKRZNLQGQHVV FRPpassion to each other.”
(Zechariah 7:9-11)
“A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior
is not delivered by his great strength.”
(Psalm 33:16).
20% of world citizens, who are the ‘consumer
FODVV¶HDWRIDOOWKHPHDW ¿VKFRQVXPHG
own 87% of all the cars and use 84% of all
SDSHU RIDOOHQHUJ\,QWKHSURFHVVWKH\
generate 75% of the global pollution.
(:DVWH IURP HOHFWURQLF  HOHFWULFDO DSSOLDQFHV
FRQWDLQV YDOXDEOH PDWHULDOV OLNH FRSSHU  VLOYHU
as well as toxic (poisonous) substances like
PHUFXU\ OHDG2XUst century infatuation with
JDGJHWVOLNHFHOOSKRQHVFRPSXWHUV EDWWHULHV
makes disposal a growing problem. Mountains
of e-waste from 1st world countries have been
shipped to dumps in developing countries where
there is less strict legislation regarding the
KDQGOLQJ VWULSSLQJRIKD]DUGRXVZDVWH
Ten times more oil reaches the seas from car
owners pouring old engine oil down drains than
from oil tanker disasters that pollute miles of
FRDVWOLQH NLOOWKRXVDQGVRIVHDELUGV
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The average pregnant woman has at least eight
pesticides in her placenta.
There are approximately 46 000 pieces of plastic
ÀRDWLQJLQHDFKVTXDUHPLOHRIRXURFHDQV7XUWOHVGROSKLQV NLOOHUZKDOHVFDQFKRNHRUVWDUYH
E\FRQIXVLQJSODVWLFEDJVIRUMHOO\¿VK VTXLG,W
is estimated that plastic kills 1 million sea birds,
  VHD PDPPDOV  FRXQWOHVV ¿VK HDFK
year.

What can you do?
•




•


•
•





•


%HFRPHDQLQIRUPHGFRQVXPHU:KHQ\RXEX\
something, think about the materials used in
its manufacture, the environmental impact
of the manufacturing process, the transport
‘miles’ used to get it to the marketplace, the
LPSDFW RI XVLQJ LW  WKH KDUPIXOQHVV RI  LWV
disposal.
:DONWKHWDON±VKDUHZLWKRWKHUVKRZ\RXDUH
trying to reduce your impact on the earth.
3DUWLFLSDWH LQ D UHF\FOLQJ VFKHPH RU VWDUW D
recycling depot at your church, school or in
\RXUFRPPXQLW\:KHUHSRVVLEOHUHF\FOHJODVV
WLQV FDQV SODVWLF SDSHU  FDUGERDUG 7KH
energy saved by recycling an aluminium can
LVHQRXJKWRUXQD79VHWIRUWKUHHKRXUV
If possible, compost all your bio-degradable
PDWHULDOV YHJHWDEOH IUXLWSHHOLQJV 
7DNH\RXURZQEDJZKHQVKRSSLQJ UHIXVH
unnecessary packaging. Make it clear that
you do not want polystyrene, extra plastic or
clingwrap – these are made from non-renewable oil.
Think twice before you buy new clothes or
appliances. Do you really need them, or do
you just want them?
Find out where and how to dispose of e-waste
safely.
%X\ORFDOJRRGV VXSSRUWSURXGO\6$:KHUH
possible, shop locally to reduce transport
FRVWVKHOSVXVWDLQMREVLQ\RXUDUHD NHHS
money circulating in your community.
+DYHUHJXODUnd hand sales at church to get
ULGRIXQXVHGJRRGV WRUDLVHIXQGV
:KHUHSRVVLEOHERUURZ OHQGLWHPV\RXGR
not use often rather than buying them.
:KHQ\RXJRWRWKHEHDFKEULQJKRPH\RXU
own litter…and somebody else’s too!
In your parish or small group; Download and
watch “The Story of Stuff”.
KWWSZZZVWRU\RIVWXIIFRP
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SMALL GROUP WORK
1. Life-style
Cut out some adverts from newspapers or magazines. Make sure you include fashions, electronic goods
etc. Divide into small groups and give each group a half dozen adverts.
Then discuss the following questions:
 :KDWOLIHVW\OHDUHWKHVHDGYHUWVVHOOLQJ"
 :KDWDUHWKHGLIIHUHQFHVEHWZHHQWKHZRUOGWHHQDJHUVDUHJURZLQJXSLQQRZDGD\VDQGWKH
ZRUOG\RXJUHZXSLQDVDWHHQDJHU":KDWLVWKHµPRGHUQOLIHVW\OH¶WKDWSHRSOHDVSLUHWR"
Read the following passages:
0DWWKHZ
+RZZRXOG\RXGHVFULEHDµ-HVXVOLIHVW\OH´"
2. Simple living
In your small groups discuss the following reading by Sean McDonagh:

Our faith calls today for simple living.
‘It is obvious that if future generations are to share in a planet as beautiful and fertile as the one
this generation shares, we will have to live more simply. All religious traditions have encouraged their
followers to live in a simple way and not to become attached to either power or money, because these
have a way of diverting our hearts from what is most important in life. This call for moderation in our
OLIHVW\OHLVSDUWLFXODUO\VLJQL¿FDQWWRGD\,WDULVHVIURPWKHVLPSOHIDFWWKDWWKHPDMRULW\RISHRSOHZLOOQRW
be able to meet their basic needs for food, clothing and shelter if a small segment of humans sequester
the lion’s share of the earth’s resources. Furthermore, such a way of living is impairing the ability of
the planet to sustain future generations at a level that they will need to meet their basic needs. So the
Christian challenge to promote moderation today arises from concerns for social justice and the integrity
of God’s creation.’ 1
In your groups discuss:
 +RZFDQ,DVDQLQGLYLGXDOOLYHPRUHVLPSO\VRWKDWRWKHUVPD\VLPSO\OLYH"
 +RZFDQZHDVDFRQJUHJDWLRQOLYHPRUHVLPSO\"
3. Money
“The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10)
³<RXFDQQRWVHUYHERWK*RGDQGPRQH\´ 0DWW
Consider this quotation from Resurgence Magazine:

µ0RQH\LVQRWZHDOWK7UXHZHDOWKLVJRRGODQGKHDOWK\DQLPDOVÀRXULVKLQJIRUHVWVFOHDQZDWHUKRQHVW
work, abundant creativity and human imagination. Money was designed to oil the wheels of economic
interaction and to ensure that the workings of the market place were smooth and simple.
The purpose of money was and should be to serve the human community as well as the earth community,
but now people and planet are put into the service of money. Natural resources are converted into
FRQVXPDEOHVWRPDNHPRQH\:KHWKHUWKHVHFRQVXPHUJRRGVDUHQHFHVVDU\RUQRWLVLUUHOHYDQW
Money favours power and power favours money. Modern ‘democracy’ in most countries, is the
JRYHUQPHQWRIWKHULFKIRUWKHULFKDQGE\WKHULFK0RQH\LVQRWD*RGJLYHQ¿[WXUHLWZDVGHVLJQHG
by us, therefore it can be changed by us. Unless we reform and redesign our money system the idea of
sustainability, social justice and spiritual renewal will remain a mirage.’ 8
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:KDWFKDOOHQJHVGRWKHVHELEOHYHUVHVDQGWKLVTXRWHOHDYHXVZLWK"

NEED NOT GREED

4. Causes of poverty

PICTURE
&RQVLGHUWKLVGUDZLQJ:KLFKKDVWKHJUHDWHVWLPSDFWRQWKHQDWXUDOHQYLURQPHQW±SRSXODWLRQJURZWK
or over-consumption, given that a child in the “developed west” will use 50 times more energy than a
person in a developing country, but at the same time the world is running out of food, with the world’s
population increasing by one billion people in 15 years?

CREATIVE IDEAS
Consider this prayer carefully as a group before you pray it.
$)5$1&,6&$1%/(66,1*
May you be blessed with discomfort
DWHDV\DQVZHUVKDOIWUXWKVDQGVXSHU¿FLDOUHODWLRQVKLSV
so that you may live deep within your heart.
May you be blessed with anger
at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people
so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.
May you be blessed with tears
to shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war
so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them
and turn their pain into joy.
And may God bless you with enough foolishness
to believe that you can make a difference in the world
so that you can do what others claim cannot be done
to bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 9

NEED NOT GREED
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Ref

6. STEWARDSHIP: Liturgical Text

Focus

GATHERING RITE
7KLV¿QDOVHUYLFHVKRXOGEHDFHOHEUDWLRQRIDOOWKDW*RGKDVJLYHQLQWRRXUFDUH
and an opportunity to commit ourselves to good stewardship of all creation.

Approach
Sentence

God looked at everything that he had made, and it was very good.

Act of
3HQLWHQFH

3HUKDSVWKLVVKRXOGEHRQHVHUYLFHZKHUHWKH$FWRI3HQLWHQFHLVLQFOXGHGLQWKH3UHSDUDWLRQVRWKDW
IRFXVRIWKH5HVSRQVHWRWKH3URFODPDWLRQFDQEHRQWKHFRPPLWPHQWWREHJRRGVWHZDUGV

Collect

$OPLJKW\*RG&UHDWRUDQG/RUGRIDOOWKLQJV
you have provided the vast resources of earth and sea,
and the hidden forces of nature:
Teach us to recognise your hand in all your works
DQGWRXVH\RXUJLIWVUHVSRQVLEO\IRUWKHEHQH¿WRIDOOSHRSOH
that we may rejoice in your goodness with reverence and thanksgiving;
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWRXU/RUG
Amen

352&/$0$7,212)*2'¶6:25'
In the climax to God’s act of Creation, God created humankind in his image, male
and female God created them. And God gave them dominion over all that God
had created; and it was so.
7KH6RYHUHLJQ/RUGKDVPDGHPRUWDOVDOLWWOHORZHUWKDQWKHDQJHOVFURZQHG
them with glory and honour, and given them dominion over all that God has
made.

)LUVW/HVVRQ

Genesis 1: 24 – 31

3VDOP

3VDOP

Second
/HVVRQ

3HWHU±

The reminder that Christians are called to be stewards of the grace of God, and
that such a calling is one to serve all of creation. A call to holy living so that God
PLJKWEHJORUL¿HG

Canticle

Canticle 1

7KH6RQJRI'DYLG±$3%S

Gospel

/XNH±

The reminder that with the privilege of stewardship over all God’s creation, comes
the reminder that we will all be called to account for the way in which we have
collectively used or misused what God has given into our care.

Intercession

There should be an equal emphasis on Thanksgiving for God’s Creation, and Commitment to serve as
stewards of all that has been given into our care.

3HDFH
Sentence

/LNHJRRGVWHZDUGVRIWKHPDQLIROGJUDFHRI*RGVHUYHRQHDQRWKHUZLWKZKDWHYHUJLIWHDFKRI\RX
have received.

5(6321',1*72*2'¶6:25'

&(/(%5$7,1*$77+(7$%/(
Elements

See notes regarding the elements. It would be good on this Sunday to have fresh bread baked by one
or more members of the congregation to be offered for the Eucharist.

Great
Thanksgiving

2QHRIWKHWZRVSHFLDO(XFKDULVWLF3UD\HUVLQFOXGHGLQWKLVPDWHULDOZRXOGEHPRVWDSSURSULDWHIRUWKLV
celebration.

3URSHU
3UHIDFH

And now we give you thanks because you have made us stewards of your creation to praise you day by
day for the marvels of your wisdom and power.

7+(6(1',1*2872)*2'¶63(23/(
3RVW&RPP
sentence

From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required;
and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.

3RVW
Communion
3UD\HU

/RUGRIDOO
as with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation,
move our hearts to be generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy;
WKURXJK-HVXV&KULVWWKH/RUGRIDOOFUHDWLRQAmen

Can replace #87

Blessing
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God, whose glory is declared in the heavens,
and who speaks through creation;
revive your spirits by his word,
make you wise by his laws, and
give you joy through his commands;
and the blessing of the Creator God,
WKH(WHUQDO)DWKHUWKH5LVHQ6RQDQGWKH3URPLVHG+RO\6SLULW
bless you that you might be a blessing to others today and always. Amen

67(:$5'6+,3

tewardship
Caring for God’s Creation
³)RUWKH&KXUFKRIWKHVW&HQWXU\JRRGHFRORJ\LVQRWDQRSWLRQDOH[WUDEXWDPDWWHU
of justice. It is central to what it means to be a Christian.”
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams
³+RO\ KRO\ KRO\ /RUG *RG RI KRVWV KHDYHQ DQG KRPH +RZ ZH UHJDUG RXU OLIH VXSSRUW V\VWHP LV
HDUWKDUHIXOORIWK\JORU\*ORU\EHWRWKHH2/RUG VWURQJO\ LQÀXHQFHG E\ RXU KLVWRU\ FXOWXUH DQG
PRVW+LJK´(South African Prayer Book)
present circumstances. Eco-justice is therefore
not limited to the preservation of rare plants
“God saw everything that he had made, and indeed and animals; it is concerned with ecological and
it was very good…” *HQ
HFRQRPLF MXVWLFH ,W ZLOO GH¿QH WKH NLQG RI ZRUOG
we will be leaving to our children and future
³7KHHDUWKLVWKH/RUG¶VDQGDOOWKDWLVLQLW
generations.
the world, and those who live in it;
for he has founded it on the seas, and
By exchanging the term ‘environment’ for ‘creation’,
established it on the rivers.” (Psalm 24:1-2)
we come to perceive the ‘more than human world’
quite differently. The concept of creation evokes a
³<RX VWUHWFK RXW WKH KHDYHQV OLNH D WHQW«
deep and value laden spiritual meaning.
<RXVHWWKHHDUWKRQLWVIRXQGDWLRQV
<RXPDNHVSULQJVJXVKIRUWKLQWKHYDOOH\V«
:KLOHJRYHUQPHQWVEXVLQHVVFRUSRUDWLRQVDQGWKH
Giving drink to every wild animal…
media have adopted the language of ‘sustainable
7KHHDUWKLVVDWLV¿HGZLWKWKHIUXLWRI\RXU
development’ it is time for us, the people of faith,
work…” (Psalm 104)
to make ‘creation care’ part of our core business.

T

he world about us, our environment, involves
not only nature and natural resources but all
human interactions with the planet, which is our
67(:$5'6+,3

In the Anglican Communion, the 5th mark of Mission
IRUPXODWHGDWWKH/DPEHWK&RQIHUHQFHFDOOV
upon us to:
45

“Strive to safeguard the integrity
of creation; to sustain and renew
the life of the earth.”
If we are to live sustainably, we need to nurture
and respect creation, the natural world which
supplies all our needs, to look after people and
strive to achieve economic justice and welfare for
all people.

From the perspective of our faith we have for long
misinterpreted and misused God’s directive to us
to have “dominion” over creation. (Gen. 1:27, 28)
:HKDYHYLHZHGWKHZRUOGIURPDQDQWKURSRFHQWULF
– that is human-centred – perspective. Although
people appeared on the scene in the image of God
at the climax of God’s creative act and we have
been given “dominion” over the earth and told to
“rule over and subdue it”, this does not make us
superior to the rest of creation nor does it give
us the power, authority or mandate to exploit,
conquer and abuse God’s creation. All creatures
are an equally valuable and valued part of the
FRYHQDQWWKDW*RGPDGHZLWK1RDKDIWHUWKHÀRRG
*HQ
The concept of ‘stewardship’ has been adopted by
many Christians as a gentler and more sensitive
way of interpreting the charge for us ‘to have
dominion.’ A good steward will preserve, sustain,
nurture, care for and use wisely, the resources
of the earth. As good stewards we need to be
accountable and responsible to ‘our employer’
both in the present and into the future, down the
JHQHUDWLRQV+RZGRZHLQWHUSUHWVWHZDUGVKLS"

Through liturgy and worship, we have the opportunity to express our gratitude and appreciation
for the bounty of creation and the many gifts we
DUHJLYHQ/LWXUJ\DOVRJLYHVXVVSDFHWRVKDUHRXU
needs and concerns within the context of our own
community.
Eco-Theology is a new term for many of us.
‘Eco’ stems from the Greek word, oikos meaning
the household. It has come to refer to the wise
‘economic’ and ‘eco-logical’ management of our
‘home’. On a small scale, our ‘home’ is our local
environment. In global terms, it refers to our planet, earth. Theology concerns our beliefs, teachings
and readings around matters of faith. It is based
on the Bible, history, ethics and tradition in our
own particular faith context. In the 21st Century,
‘eco-theology’ is becoming an important aspect of
the searchings of our faith.
:HDUHFDOOHGWR³WLOOWKHHDUWKDQGNHHSLW´ *HQ
2:15). To be stewards of creation means to manage
it wisely. Our ever increasing demand for natural
UHVRXUFHVOLNHIUHVKZDWHUODQGRLOPLQHUDOV¿VK
and forests is outstripping the earth’s capacity to
provide and sustain them. The earth can no longer
cope with our waste and pollution.
+XPDQ DFWLYLWLHV DUH FKDQJLQJ FOLPDWHV DQG
landscapes and poisoning the air, soil and water.
:H DUH DOVR FDXVLQJ WKH H[WLQFWLRQ RI PDQ\ RI
God’s plants and animals which were entrusted to
our care. Faith communities often own land. Open
spaces provide us with wonderful opportunities to
be stewards of creation and participate in “keeping
God’s garden”.
7KH¿QDQFLDODQGHFRORJLFDOFRVWRIVHFXUHHQHUJ\
supplies has been much in the news recently.
Most of South African industry and urban society
is dependent on electricity and liquid fuel energy
from non-renewable fossil fuels, coal and oil.

Many Christians are not comfortable with this
LGHD :H KDYH WR DSSURDFK LW ZLWK KXPLOLW\ LI ZH
think we can be stewards of God’s creation with its
hundreds of thousands or even millions of species.
:H FDQQRW EHJLQ WR FDUH IRU WKH LQWULFDF\ RI DOO
of creation. But let us respond to the call to care
for creation and see ourselves as ‘earth-keepers’
(Gen 2:15). There are so many ways that we can
live out our role as ‘keepers of God’s garden’ more
effectively:
46
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There is growing evidence that carbon dioxide
emissions from the burning of fossil fuels are
largely responsible for our changing weather
patterns and are driving global climate change.
:HDUHDOVRIDFLQJHVFDODWLQJFRVWVDQGLQVHFXULW\
over international oil supplies.

of expertise and experience which is embedded in
the neighbourhood.
If we are to engage with ideas of sustainable
living, which is after all what living out our faith
in the real world should be about, the most logical
and effective place to start is the promotion of
conservation and regeneration in the places and
amongst the people we are most familiar with –
our own neighbourhoods.
Too often we have remained silent on issues of
QDWLRQDODQGJOREDOVLJQL¿FDQFH:HFDQQRWDIIRUG
to leave the task of ethical decision-making to
politicians, scientists and large corporations.

A number of governments are beginning to consider expanding their use of nuclear power in order
to meet growing energy needs. Concerns over nuclear safety and the secure disposal of radio-active
waste for thousands of years leave many people
ambivalent about the sustainability of this option.

The united voice of people of faith has the
potential to be a powerful lobby for change for the
JUHDWHUJRRGEHFDXVHZHGH¿QHRXUVHOYHVDQGRXU
communities by our morals and values, and by the
way we demonstrate them in our lifestyles.

The slow pace of innovative research into renewable
energy and the high cost of installation are making
the availability of energy from renewable sources to
the public frustratingly slow. The ethics and practice
of energy (and cost) saving can be promoted and
encouraged through our faith communities.
Climate change is largely driven by waste products from burning fossil fuels (coal, oil, petrol and
diesel).
Global warming and extreme weather occurrences
OLNHGURXJKWVDQGÀRRGVDUHEHFRPLQJDJURZLQJ
WKUHDWWROLIHRQHDUWKDVZHNQRZLW:HFDQQRW
wait for ‘government’ to ‘do’ something – we all
QHHGWR¿QGZD\VRIµOLYLQJPRUHOLJKWO\¶$LUWUDYHO
is environmentally expensive and although private
PRWRU YHKLFOHV DUH HI¿FLHQW DQG FRQYHQLHQW WKH\
are a major contributor to the greenhouse gases
that are driving climate change.
If caring for creation is one of the commitments
we make in the profession of our faith, we need
WR¿QGZD\VWROLYHWKLVRXWLQRXUGDLO\OLYHV$V
individuals and as community, we can share ideas
and set an example by living more co-operatively
and considerately and by ‘greening’ our lifestyles.
Faith congregations consist essentially of members
of local communities who have come together to
worship God. They are in a unique position to
work in, with and for the community because they
have a deep contextual understanding of local
knowledge and history as well as a wide network
67(:$5'6+,3
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:H WKH SHRSOH RI IDLWK DV LQGLYLGXDOV DQG DV
small worshipping communities, are a sleeping
JLDQWDSRZHUKRXVHIRUFKDQJH:HFRXOGVWDUWD
groundswell and alter the course of history as we
hold God’s amazing creation in our hands, heads
and hearts.

³/RRN DW WKH DQLPDOV URDPLQJ WKH IRUHVW  *RG¶V
VSLULWGZHOOVZLWKLQWKHP/RRNDWWKHELUGVÀ\LQJ
across the sky: God’s spirit dwells within them.
/RRNDWWKHWLQ\LQVHFWVFUDZOLQJLQWKHJUDVV*RG¶V
spirit dwells within them. There is no creature
RQHDUWKLQZKLFK*RGLVQRWSUHVHQW:KHQ*RG
pronounced that his creation was good, it was not
only that his hand had fashioned every creature: it
was that his breath had brought every creature to
life. The presence of God’s spirit in all living things
is what makes them beautiful: and if we look with
God’s eyes, nothing on earth is ugly.” .
If God is present in all creation, then the boundaries
of the Great Commandment to love God and our
neighbour extend beyond the human community
to include all creation.

³/RYHHYHU\WKLQJLQWRZKLFK*RGKDVSXWOLIHDQG
God has made nothing dead. There is only less life
in a stone than in a bud, and both have a life of
WKHLURZQDQGERWKWRRNWKHLUOLIHIURP*RG«:H
ought to love one another much better than we do
and that’s what I always have in mind when I pray
WKDW*RG¶V.LQJGRPPD\FRPHDQG+LVZLOOEHGRQH
on earth; that on earth there may come a time
when love governs everybody’s actions, just as we
believe it will in heaven when we get there….. I
believe all this so well myself that I wish I could
make everyone else believe it too, and see what it
all leads to, as clearly as I see it myself.” (Edward
:LOVRQDPHPEHURI6FRWW¶V$QWDUFWLFH[SHGLWLRQ 
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The Earth Charter
The Earth Charter, compiled by people
from more than 78 countries over 12
years, provides us with guidelines for
implementing our Christian values. It
outlines a system of global ethics that
incorporates contemporary science,
international law & the insights of
philosophy & religion).
It reminds us of both our rights &
responsibilities. In essence the charter
calls us to:
o
o
o
o

Respect and care for the
community of life.
Protect and restore the earth’s
ecological integrity.
Uphold social and economic
justice.
Pursue democracy, non-violence
and peace.

Study it and try to make it a living
document.
(The full charter can be found on
www.earthcharter.com)

67(:$5'6+,3

As people of God, ‘keeping’ God’s earth whole
should be at the centre of how we live our lives.
:HDUHPRYLQJLQWRDQHZµHFRORJLFDODJH¶±DWLPH
for people of faith to unite, show moral leadership
in our divided and broken world and speak and
act prophetically about caring for all of creation
– not just the human part of it. Essential is a life
of voluntary simplicity which values caring and
sharing relationships, service, creativity and cooperation over those that emphasize consumption,
PDWHULDOSRVVHVVLRQVDQGZHDOWKVHOIJUDWL¿FDWLRQ
status and competition. If the diversity of creation
LV WR ÀRXULVK WKH YRLFH RI SHRSOH RI IDLWK PXVW
offer a powerful alternative language to the one
we are hearing in today’s world. If we don’t speak
out against the wastefulness and destruction of
modern lifestyles and live out a new value system,
there will be no planet left to pass on to future
generations.
:KDWFDQZHGR"0DQ\RIXVIHHOSRZHUOHVVDQG
overwhelmed but numerous small actions and
changes in behaviour can start a groundswell of
FKDQJH :H FDQ EHFRPH HWKLFDO FRQVXPHUV DQG
investors, we can save water, energy and resources
in our homes, churches and workplaces, we can
‘wise up on waste’, we can change our transport,
WUDYHODQGKROLGD\KDELWV3UREOHPVDOZD\VSURYLGH
opportunities for change, but with the extent and
urgency of the crisis facing our planet, acting
locally is not going to be enough.
The environmental crisis of the 21st century
offers a new and urgent challenge for people of
our globalised world to unite and work together
IRU SHDFH DQG VWDELOLW\ :KR EHWWHU WR OHDG WKH
response than people of faith, since ‘keeping’
God’s creation is a moral issue? But, where is the
prophetic, visionary and united voice of faith? It
is time for our churches and other faiths to give
new and courageous leadership with regard to
WKH WKUHDWV IDFLQJ WKH SODQHW :H FDQ¶W DIIRUG
to continue to leave the business of saving the
ZRUOGWRSROLWLFLDQVDQGHFRQRPLVWV:HPXVWQRZ
demand eco-justice – economic and ecological for all the inhabitants of the earth – both human
and ‘other than human’.

67(:$5'6+,3

What we can do
•
•

•



•
•
•
•
•


Inform ourselves about global economic,
ecological and social issues.
Speak out, write about, and demand
moral and ethical responses to environmental injustices within our communities,
nationally and internationally. The ‘silent
majority’ of civil society must rediscover
its voice.
Set an example and be prepared to take
on leadership roles in the ethical response
to the environmental crisis.
5HHVWDEOLVKWKHYDOXHRIFRPPXQLWLHV 
empower them to strive to create a cooperative culture that is based on demoFUDWLF SULQFLSOHV  KXPDQ ULJKWV ,Q D
ZRUOGZKHUHWKHUHLVUDPSDQWSRYHUW\ 
a scorched earth: Multi-national corporaWLRQVKDYHQRULJKWWRµRZQ¶ GLFWDWHKRZ
UHVRXUFHV DUH XVHG (FRQRPLVWV  EXVLnesses have no right to control a money
system that disadvantages the environPHQW WKHSRRU0LOLWDU\SRZHUVKDYHQR
right to squander the earth’s resources
RQDUPV ZHDSRQVRIZDU3ROLWLFLDQV 
people in power have no right to be leaders if they do not lead by example.
Shrink our individual and collective ecological footprint (See appendix).
Support the rights of women: their security and education is the key to development and family planning
Create literacy
Support self-help housing
Campaign for the lifting of third world
debt.
/RRNDWWKH(DUWK&KDUWHUDQGXVHLWLQ
your faith community.



SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY
Opening prayer
Ever living God, you created the Earth and all that is in it and found it very good
)RUJLYHXVDOOWKDWZHKDYHGRQHWRKDUPWKH(DUWKDQGRQHDQRWKHU
God of life and love you created all that exists to sustain life here on Earth, human life and all forms
of life
)RUJLYHXVDOOWKDWZHKDYHGRQHWRKDUPWKH(DUWKDQGRQHDQRWKHU
God of mercy and hope forgive us our apathy and arrogance, short sightedness and greed. Guide us now
LQWKHVWXG\RI\RXU+RO\ZRUG
Read the following passages:

$QG-HVXVVDLGWRWKHP³*RLQWRDOOWKHZRUOGDQGSURFODLPWKHJRRGQHZVWRWKHZKROHFUHDWLRQ´
(Mark 16:15)
7KHQWKHDQJHOVKRZHGPHWKHULYHURIWKHZDWHURIOLIHEULJKWDVFU\VWDOÀRZLQJIURPWKHWKURQHRI
God and of the lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month: and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations.’
(Revelation 22:1-2)





:KDWLVWKHJRRGQHZVWKDWZHDUHFDOOHGWREULQJWRWKHZKROHFUHDWLRQ"
:KDWGR\RXXQGHUVWDQGE\³WKHKHDOLQJRIWKHQDWLRQV´"
+RZ FDQ ZH FHOHEUDWH FUHDWLRQ LQ QHZ PRUH PHDQLQJIXO DQG LPDJLQDWLYH ZD\V LQ RXU
congregation?
:KHUHFDQZHPDNHVSDFHIRUQHZLGHDVLQRUGHUWRLQIXVHWKHLGHVRIFUHDWLRQFDUHLQWRWKH
thinking, teachings and learning of our faith?

Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture but you must tread down with your feet the rest of
\RXUSDVWXUH":KHQ\RXGULQNRIFOHDUZDWHUPXVW\RXIRXOWKHUHVWZLWK\RXUIHHW"
(Ezekiel 34:18)
•



‘Stewardship’ can be applied to the wise management of money, material and human resources.
As members of our church, how do we respond to the urgent call to live more sustainably, more
lightly on the earth?
:KDWNLQGRIVWHZDUGVKDYHZHEHHQ"+RZZLVHO\KDYHZHµPDQDJHG¶WKHHDUWK¶VIUXLWIXOQHVV"

:KHUHYHUWKHULYHUJRHVHYHU\OLYLQJFUHDWXUHWKDWVZDUPVZLOOOLYHDQGWKHUHZLOOEHYHU\PDQ\¿VKRQFH
these waters reach there. It will become fresh and everything will live where the river goes.
(Ezekiel 47:9)
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:KDWFDQZHFKDQJHRULPSURYHVRWKDWZHDUHOHVVZDVWHIXODQGPRUHFDUHIXOWRVXVWDLQWKH
fruits of the earth?
:KDWFDQZHFKDQJHRULPSURYHWRPDNHRXURI¿FHPRUHHFRIULHQGO\"
:KDWFDQZHGRWRPDQDJHDQGFRQVHUYHZDWHUPRUHHIIHFWLYHO\"
+RZFDQZHUDLVHDZDUHQHVVDERXWWKHSUREOHPVRIHQHUJ\XVHDQGFOLPDWHFKDQJH"
:KDWLGHDVFDQZHLPSOHPHQWWRPDQDJHRXUHQHUJ\XVHPRUHHI¿FLHQWO\DQGHIIHFWLYHO\"
:KDWFDQZHGRWRUHGXFHDQGPDQDJHRXUZDVWHLQRXUIDLWKFRPPXQLW\RXUKRPHVDQGRXU
community more effectively?
+RZFDQZHEHFRPHEHtter ‘earth keepers’ with our land?

67(:$5'6+,3

CREATIVE IDEAS


•

&HOHEUDWHµJUHHQ6XQGD\¶ZKHQ\RXWXUQRIIHOHFWULFDOJRRGVVXFKDV79VWRVSHQGWLPHWKH
IDPLO\:DONF\FOHRUOLIWVKDUHWRFKXUFKDQGUDWKHUKDYHIULHQGVRYHULQWKHDIWHUQRRQ
rather than using petrol to go somewhere.
Celebrate the Eucharist with home made bread made by one of the congregation.

WHERE TO FROM HERE?
1.



Now that you have participated in six weeks of the Season of Creation,
'(9(/23DQ (19,5210(17$/RU&5($7,21&$5(32/,&< or 67$7(0(17RI
,17(17 for your church.

It could be something like this:

³2XUSDULVKRI6W««««ZLOOGRDOOZHFDQWREHJRRGVWHZDUGVRI*RG¶VFUHDWLRQ:HZLOOµVWULYHWR
safeguard the integrity of God’s creation to sustain and renew the life of the earth’ (Anglican Communion
5th Mark of Mission) and endeavour to walk more lightly and live more simply so that others may simply
live.”
7KLVFRXOGEHGLVSOD\HGRQDQRWLFHERDUG<RXFRXOGXVHWKLVVSDFHWRSXWXSFUHDWLRQFDUHUHDGLQJVRU
news about topical environmental issues and parish and community activities.
2.

Decide to become an (&2&21*5(*$7,21
This is a programme for local churches of all denominations which aims to:



•
•

HQFRXUDJHIDLWKFRPPXQLWLHVWRUDLVHWKHSUR¿OHRIORFDODQGJOREDOHQYLURQPHQWDOLVVXHV
VXSSRUWWKHPLQ¿QGLQJSRVLWLYHDQGSUDFWLFDOZD\VRIUHVSRQGLQJWRWKHFULVLV
provide resources to support their activities
offer an award scheme for congregations that show evidence of their commitment to respond
to the environmental crisis through a range of actions and activities.

This is a new initiative coordinated by SAFCEI, the Southern African Faith Communities’ Environment
Institute (www.safcei.org.za)
7R¿QGRXWPRUHDERXWWKHSURJUDPPHSOHDVHFRQWDFW
kated@safcei.org.za or secretary@safcei.org.za
RUWHOHSKRQHWKH6$)&(,RI¿FHLQ&DSH7RZQRQ
A useful starter resource book, ‘Creation Care’ and the ‘Eco-congregation programme handbook’ can be
ordered from SAFCEI.

67(:$5'6+,3
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Worship Resources
1. 621*2)7+(6$1&78$5<
<RXZKRZDWFKWKHKLJKHVWKHDYHQV
:RQG¶ULQJZKHUH*RG¶VPDQVLRQVDUH
<RXZKRKRSHWRVSRWDQDQJHO
Spinning like a falling star;
Earth is calling, Earth is calling,
Come back home and rest in me.
Come back home and rest in me.
<RXZKREXLOGH[RWLFEXLOGLQJV
Taller than the forest tree,
Don’t you know that all foundations
Deep, deep down reside in me.
Earth is calling, Earth is calling,
Come back home and live in me.
Come back home and live in me.
<RXZKRWUDYHO(DUWKDVSLOJULPV
Dreaming where you’d rather be;
*RG¶VRZQJORU\¿OOVP\ERG\
I am God’s own sanctuary.
Earth is calling, Earth is calling,
Come back home to God in me.
Come back home to God in me
<RXZKRKRSHIRUMR\VLQKHDYHQ
Do you know the joys of Earth?
$QFLHQWIRUHVWV¿OOHGZLWKVLQJLQJ
Seas that shout when whales give birth?
Earth is calling, Earth is calling,
Come back home and sing with me.
Come back home and sing with me.
<RXZKRORQJIRUEUHDGOLNHPDQQD
Falling from the hand of God?
Know that Earth provides your water,
3UHFLRXVEUHDWKDQGGDLO\IRRG
Earth is calling, Earth is calling,
Come back home and dine with me.
Come back home and dine with me.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
0HORG\*XLGH0H27KRX*UHDW-HKRYDK
621*2)6.<
/RUGRIVXQVDQGVWDUH[SORGLQJ
Galaxies and swirling skies,
:KHUH\RXFKRVHWRVKRZ\RXUJORU\
Took the heavens by surprise.
/RUGRIVRODUZLQGVDQGZLVGRP
Super stars that blow our mind,
Choosing such a fragile planet
+DUGO\VHHPVDJUDQGGHVLJQ
2. On this piece of stardust swirling,
On this spinning spot in space,
/LIHLWVHOIZDVERUQOLNHPXVLF
:KHQ\RXVKRZHG\RXUKLGGHQIDFH
:KDWDQKRQRXUWREHFKRVHQ
Silent planet blue and green,
Filled with glory, grace and gardens,
:KHUHWKHEUHDWKRI*RGLVVHHQ
:KDWLVHYHQPRUHDPD]LQJ
:HKDYHSRLVRQHG(DUWKOLNHIRROV
+HOSXVFKDQJHRXUZD\RIOLYLQJ
/RYHWKH(DUWKDQGORYHKHUUXOHV
+HOSXVVWHPWKHWLGHRIWUDGHUV
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/HDYLQJ(DUWKDQHPSW\VWRUH
-RLQXVQRZ&UHDWRU6SLULW
Come renew your Earth once more.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
Melody: Glorious Things of Thee are spoken
621*2)($57+
+DLOWKH(DUWKWKDW¿UVWDSSHDUHG$OOHOXLD
:KHQDZRUGIURP*RGZDVKHDUG$OOHOXLD
/HWWKH(DUWKDULVHDQGEH$OOHOXLD
Filled with living mystery. Alleluia!
+DLOWKHUDLQERZÀ\LQJKLJK$OOHOXLD
Spun by God across the sky. Alleluia!
Giving Earth a solemn word. Alleluia!
1HYHUWRXQOHDVKDÀRRG$OOHOXLD
+DLOWKHSODQHWEOXHDQGJUHHQ$OOHOXLD
:KHUHWKHIDFHRI*RGLVVHHQ$OOHOXLD
*ORU\¿OOLQJDOOWKH(DUWK$OOHOXLD
Celebrating every birth. Alleluia!
+DLORXUERG\PDGHZLWKFOD\$OOHOXLD
Given breath to praise and pray. Alleluia!
Clay God honoured by God’s birth. Alleluia!
As a human life on Earth. Alleluia!
+DLOWKHJURDQVRI(DUWKLQSDLQ$OOHOXLD
From the weight of human sin. Alleluia!
/RQJLQJIRUWKH&KULVWZKRGLHG$OOHOXLD
All creation to revive. Alleluia!

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
0HORG\-HVXV&KULVWLV5LVHQ7RGD\
621*2)7+(:$7(56
:DWFKRQFHPRUHWKHZLQGVZHSWVWRUPFORXGV
Suddenly the sky has wings!
God has come to rain among us,
Giving hope to all dry things.
Sing a song of splashing waters,
3XOVLQJWKURXJKWKHYHLQVRI(DUWK
2. Taste the moisture of the morning,
Smoother than the best red wine;
Toast the lifeblood of the planet:
+HUH¶VWR*RG¶VZLOGZHWGHVLJQ
6LQJDVRQJRIÀRZLQJZDWHUV
3XOVLQJWKURXJKWKHYHLQVRI(DUWK
9LHZDQHZWKHGDUNEOXHRFHDQ
:KDOHVFDYRUWLQJVSUD\LQJIRDP
God at play with deep sea monsters,
Feeling very much at home.
Sing a song of laughing waters,
3XOVLQJWKURXJKWKHYHLQVRI(DUWK
4. Feel the breath of God move softly,
Gentle mists that brush the skin;
Earth is breathing God’s own spirit,
/LIHUHQHZHGIURPGHHSZLWKLQ
Sing a song of living waters,
3XOVLQJWKURXJKWKHYHLQVRI(DUWK

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
0HORG\3UDLVHP\6RXOWKH.LQJRI+HDYHQ

$33(1',;
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I’ll share your suffering! I’ll stop your bleeding!
I’ll bring you healing, even in death”!

1. Mother Earth, our mother birthing
Ev’ry creature from the ground.
-HVXVWRRZDVÀHVKDQGEUHDWKLQJ
Kin to all that’s green and brown.
Celebrate with all creation:
God has joined the web of life.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
Melody: Morning has Broken

2. Sister Air, our sister lifting
Ev’ry creature born with wing;
-HVXVVKDUHGWKHEUHDWKRIIRUHVWV
Breath that makes our spirits sing.
Celebrate with all creation:
God has joined the web of life.
%URWKHU:DWHUEURWKHUSXOVLQJ
Deep through ev’ry vein and sea,
-HVXVGUDQNWKHYHU\UDLQGURSV
For our wine and in our tea.
Celebrate with all creation:
God has joined the web of life.
4. Father Fire, our father burning
:LWKWKHVDFUHGXUJHWROLYH
-HVXV¶GHDWKFRPSOHWHVWKHF\FOH
Bringing life beyond the grave.
Celebrate with all creation:
God has joined the web of life.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
0HORG\3UDLVHP\6RXOWKH.LQJRI+HDYHQ

621*2)+($/,1*
+HDOLQJLVÀRZLQJGHHSLQWKHZDWHUV
)ORZLQJIURP(GHQÀRZLQJIURPROG
All through creation, God sends forth waters,
Oceans of healing, for all the world.
+HDOLQJLVULVLQJIUHVKZLWKWKHPRUQLQJ
+HDOLQJLVULVLQJEXUVWLQJZLWKJUDFH
Christ, our rich healing, deep in creation,
+HDO(DUWK¶VGHHSZRXQGVDQGULVHLQWKLVSODFH
+HDOLQJLVRIIHUHGOHDYHVIURPWKHOLIHWUHH
+HDOLQJLVRIIHUHGQDWLRQVDWZDU
&RPHZRXQGHG+HDOHUWRUQE\WKHYLROHQFH
Rise from the grave, bring peace to our shore.
+HDOLQJLVJLYHQÀRZVIURPIRUJLYHQHVV
+HDOLQJLVJLYHQÀRZVIURPRXUIDLWK
Christ, give us heart to love your deep healing,
/LYLQJIRUJLYHQHVVHYHQLQGHDWK
+HDOLQJLVULVLQJIUHHLQ&KULVW¶VERG\
+HDOLQJLVÀRZLQJIUHHZLWK&KULVW¶VEORRG
May this deep healing pulse through our bodies,
+HDOWKHZRUOG¶s wounds still bleeding and red.

%(67,//$1')((/7+(35(6(1&(

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
Melody: Morning has Broken

1. Be still and feel the presence of God,
The presence pulsing, pulsing through Earth,
Be still and feel the pulse of God.

9. RISE CREATOR SPIRIT RISE

2. Be still and hear the Spirit of God,
The Spirit breathing, breathing through Earth,
Be still and hear the breath of God.
3. Be still, behold the glory of God,
7KHJORU\¿OOLQJ¿OOLQJWKLV(DUWK
Be still, behold the face of God.

:RUGV&1RUPDQ+DEHO
Melody: Be Still and Know that I am God
+($57+,6($57+02851,1*
+HDUWKLV(DUWKPRXUQLQJGHHSLQSROOXWLRQ
+HDUWKLV(DUWKPRXUQLQJGHDWKLQKHUOXQJV
³+RZ,NHHSORQJLQJIRUWKDW¿UVWPRUQLQJ
:KHQDOOFUHDWLRQEURNHIRUWKLQVRQJV´
+HDUWKHWUHHVIDOOLQJGHHSLQWKHIRUHVW
+HDUWKHWUHHVFDOOLQJWRUWXUHGE\FKDLQ
³:KHUHDUHWKHVRQJELUGVWKRXVDQGVRIYRLFHV
Rising in one symphonic refrain”.

1. Rise Creator Spirit, rise,
From this land across the skies.
Rise from deep within this land,
Move across the desert sand.
Rise, create this land anew,
Make your Dreaming song come true.
Fill this land with life again,
Make the desert bloom with rain.
Fill this land with life again,
Make the desert bloom with rain.
2. Rise, Creator Spirit, rise,
From this land across the skies.
Rise from deep in mystery,
Rise to set your people free.
+HDUWKHODQGFU\RXWLQSDLQ
+HDUKHUSHRSOHFDOO\RXUQDPH
/HW\RXUUDLQERZVSDQWKLV(DUWK
Giving hope and giving birth.
/HW\RXUUDLQERZVSDQWKLV(DUWK
Giving hope and giving birth.

+HDUWKHODQGZDLOLQJGHHSLQWKHGDUNQHVV
+HDUWKHODQGZDLOLQJFU\LQJLQSDLQ
³:KHUHDUHP\FKLOGUHQWRUQIURPWKHLUKRPHODQGV"
Children, my children, come home again”!

3. Rise, Creator Spirit, rise,
From this land across the skies.
Rise from deep within the tomb,
0DNLQJ-HVXV¶JUDYHDZRPE
3OXQJLQJEDFNLQWR\RXUFDYH
Bringing life to ev’ry grave,
/LIHWKDWURVHZLWK-HVXV&KULVW
5RVHWR¿OORXUKHDUWVDQGH\HV
/LIHWKDWURVHZLWK-HVXV&KULVW
5RVHWR¿OORXUKHDUWVDQGH\HV

+HDUWKDWPDQFU\LQJFUXFL¿HGG\LQJ
+HDUWKDWPDQFU\LQJJDVSLQJIRUEUHDWK

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
0HORG\+DUNWKH+HUDOG$QJHOV6LQJ

+HDUWKHEORRGFU\LQJFU\LQJIRUMXVWLFH
+HDUWKHEORRGFU\LQJGHHSLQWKHJURXQG
“Massacres, murders, species forgotten!
:KHUHLVWKHKHDOLQJ":KHUHLVLWIRXQG´"

$33(1',;
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7+(&260,&&+5,67

)257+,6*5($7681.,66('/$1'

1. Amazing is the Christ who died
To void all sin and curse,
-XVWDVDPD]LQJLVKLVOLIH
7KDW¿OOVWKHXQLYHUVH

1. For this great sun kissed land
:HMRLQLQFHOHEUDWLRQ
:LWKDOOLWVQDWLYHOLIH
The joy of God’s creation:
Fresh lakes and baobab
:KRUDLVHWKHLUYRLFHRQKLJK
Blue Cranes that sweep with grace
Across the morning sky.

2. The risen Christ is more than one
:KRZDLWVRQVRPHIDUVKRUH
In, with and under ev’ry thing
Christ is the living core.
3. The hidden Christ sustains for us
The blueprint of the skies,
The wisdom in each fragile form,
The soul that lights the eyes.
4. The cosmic Christ moves deep below
To heal the wounds within,
:KHQDOOFUHDWLRQJURDQVLQSDLQ
Because of human sin.
5. The cosmos hails the Christ, the One
:KRUHFRQFLOHVDOOWKLQJV
‘Til all creation rises new
:LWKKHDOLQJLQKHUZLQJV
6. As Christ unites the universe,
Restores this Earth once more,
A cosmic song reverberates,
A rich symphonic score.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
Melody: Amazing Grace
12:7+$1.:($//
1. Now thank we all our God
In whom this Earth rejoices,
For creatures great and small
:KRQRZKDYHORVWWKHLUYRLFHV
And species calling us
Before they disappear,
To love this fragile Earth
That God would have us share.
2. O may this bounteous God
In ev’ry tree be near us
To help us feel the pain
Of barren lands so cheerless,
:KHUHRQFHOLNH(GHQIUHVK
:LOGELUGVLQIUHHGRPÀHZ
To celebrate a land,
:KHUHOLIHURVHFU\VWDOQHZ
3. All praise and thanks to God
Our Father now be given,
:KRNHSWDOLYHRQ(DUWK
This tribe of greedy humans,
:KRVHQWDQRQO\VRQ
To suffer earthly pain,
That cosmic ill and death
Should never rule again.

2. Now thank we, God, this day
For pioneers with vision,
:KRIRXQGWKLVKHULWDJH
A gift from God’s deep passion.
O God of this wide land,
Grant us the faith to see,
<RX¿OOHGLWVVRXOZLWKVRQJ
A sacred mystery.
:LWKWKLVJUHDWVXQNLVVHGODQG
:HMRLQLQFHOHEUDWLRQ
:LWKUKLQRVEXIIDORV
3HRSOHIURPHY¶U\QDWLRQ
Custodians God chose
For bush and rivers long
:HMRLQZLWKJUDWHIXOYRLFH
To sing this country strong.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
0HORG\1RZ7KDQN:H$OO2XU*RG
2)25$7+286$1'75((6
O for a thousand trees to sing
And join with us this day,
:LWKIHUQVDQGIURJVDQGEXWWHUÀLHV
A forest hymn of praise.
Come celebrate with all the land,
/HWVSHFLHVUDUHEHJLQ
:LWKJHHVHDQGRZOVDQGFRFNDWRR
A choir of country kin.
+RZFDQZHKHDUFUHDWLRQJURDQ
The earth cries out in pain?
:LWKHOHSKDQWVZHUHMRLFH
:KHQ(DUWKLVERUQDJDLQ
/HWHY¶U\VWUHDPDQGULYHUÀRZ
In song toward the sea;
:LWKZKDOHDQGVHDODQGDOEDWURVV
:HWKDQN*RGZHDUHIUHH
O for a thousand trees to sing
And join with us this day,
:LWKIHUQVDQGIURJVDQGEXWWHUÀLHV
A forest hymn of praise.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
Melody: O For a Thousand To Sing

4. O Spirit from the land
Rise up like sacred leaven
To free us from the ills
3ROOXWLQJ(DUWKDQGKHDYHQ
Inspire us with the drive
To be like healing rain,
Renewing life on Earth
And praising God again.

:RUGV1RUPDQ+DEHO
0HORG\1RZ7KDQN:H$OO2XU*RG
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These hymns are used with the generous
SHUPLVVLRQRI1RUPDQ+DEHO

$33(1',;

Hymns for a Season of Creation
Responsory:

Offertory hymns:

CareIRUWKH:RUOG QR
±-RKQ+DUSHU
&DUHIRUWKH:RUOG QR
±-RKQ+DUSHU
&DUHIRUWKH:RUOG QR
±-RKQ+DUSHU

‘/ord bring the day to pass’
– IURP&DUHIRUWKH:RUOG WXQH*RSVDO
)DWKHU/RUGRIDOOFUHDWLRQ
– AMNS 356
For the beauty of the earth
– AMNS 104
+LOOVRIWKHQRUWKUHMRLFH
– AMNS 470
Thou whose almighty word
– AMNS 180
The King of love my shepherd is
– AMNS 126

,QWURLW+\PQV
All Creatures of our God and King
– AMNS 105
All things bright and beautiful
– AMNS 116
+RZJUHDWWKRXDUW
±/LYLQJ3UDLVH
Alleluia, Alleluia, hearts to heaven and voices
raise
– AMNS 80
Eternal father strong to save
– $016
3UDLVHWRWKH/RUGWKH$OPLJKW\WKH.LQJRI
creation
– AMNS 207
*UDGXDO+\PQV
For the fruits of all creation
– AMNS 457
As the deer pants
– 0LVVLRQ3UDLVH 
/HWDOOWKHZRUOGLQHYHU\FRUQHUVLQJ
– AMNS 202
God is our strength and refuge
– 3UDLVHWKH/RUG 68
Thou art worthy
– /LYLQJSUDLVH

$33(1',;

Communion hymns:
For the beauty of the earth
– AMNS 104
,WKH/RUGRIVHDDQGVN\
– 1HZ0LVVLRQ3UDLVH
Beauty for brokeness
– Songs of fellowship 2 (664)
Recessional hymns:
Christ triumphant, ever reigning
– 3UDLVHWKH/RUG
3UDLVHWKH/RUG\HKHDYHQVDGRUHKLP
– $016
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness
– µ&DUHIRUWKH:RUOG¶
The earth belongs to God
– 6RQJVRI3UDLVHS
2:RUVKLSWKHNLQJV
– AMNS 101
Crown him with many crowns
– AMNS 147
Anthems:
All things bright and beautiful
– -RKQ5XWWHU
/RRNDWWKH:RUOG
– -RKQ5XWWHU
For the beauty of the earth
– -RKQ5XWWHU
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+RZELJLVP\IRRWSULQWRQ*RG¶VHDUWK"
6RXWKHUQ$IULFDQ)DLWK&RPPXQLWLHV¶(QYLURQPHQW,QVWLWXWH 6$)&(,
secretary@safcei.org.za; 021-7023622
Ecological footprinting is a way of ‘measuring’ the amount of natural resources required to provide the
products that we consume and absorb the waste we produce. It is not a ‘true’ measurement but it does
give us an indication of how sustainable our lifestyles are and draws our attention to the inequalities in
different sectors of our society. There are 13 questions, each of which presents lifestyle choices.
Answer the questions and add up the score on the table at the end of the booklet. This will give us an
idea of our impact on the planet we call home.
1. Water use:
The amount of water used often depends on whether you have running water in your home, a tap in
your yard, or whether you carry water from a river or a dam. The way you use water at home can
sometimes be very wasteful especially when that water is readily available on tap!
:KHQ\RXZDVKGR\RXXVH
o
A bucket
10
o
A shower
15
o
A bath
30

2. Re-using water:
6RXWK$IULFDLVDZDWHUVFDUFHFRXQWU\,WLVEHOLHYHGWKDWE\WKH\HDUZHZLOOKDYHLQVXI¿FLHQWZDWHU
for use in our homes, for agriculture and for industry. By using water carefully, you can help conserve
our water sources.
:KHQ\RXKDYH¿QLVKHGZDVKLQJDWKRPH
o
Does your water run straight down the drain?
o
Do you use the water on your plants?

30
0

3. Energy use:
:KHWKHU\RXXVHHOHFWULFLW\FRDORUSDUDI¿QIRUHQHUJ\LQ\RXUKRPH\RXDUHSROOXWLQJWKHDLU±ZKLFK
FDXVHVDFLGUDLQJOREDOZDUPLQJDQGKHDOWKSUREOHPV<RXFDQFRQVHUYHHQHUJ\E\XVLQJHQHUJ\VDYLQJ
devices (such as a hot box for cooking, solar powered energy systems and energy saving light bulbs.)
In your home do you have at least one energy saving method?
R<HV
o
No
20

4. Indigenous plants;
By growing indigenous plants in your garden, you can contribute to biodiversity because you will attract
indigenous insects, birds and other animals. Indigenous plants have many advantages over alien plants,
for example, they require less water.
Excluding your home grown fruit and vegetables, in your garden at home are:
o
Most of the plants indigenous?
0
o
More than half of the plants indigenous?
10
R/HVVWKDQKDOIRIWKHSODQWVLQGLJHQRXV"
o
None of the plants indigenous?
30
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5. Animal based products:
3URGXFLQJDQLPDOSURGXFWV EHHIFKLFNHQSRUNHJJV¿VKGDLU\HWF SXWVPXFKPRUHSUHVVXUHRQWKH
HQYLURQPHQWWKDQSURGXFLQJYHJHWDEOHV0DQ\SHRSOHHDWPRUHPHDWWKDQWKHLUERGLHVQHHG3HRSOH
who eat a lot of meat have a greater impact on the environment than those who eat less meat or no
meat at all.
+RZRIWHQGR\RXHDWDQLPDOSURGXFWV"
o
Never
o
A few times a week
o
Once a day
o
Small amounts at every meal
o
A large part of every meal

0
10
15
20
30

6. Locally grown food:
Much of the energy costs of food production is spent transporting food from harvest to market and
for processing, packaging and storage. Growing food yourself or buying locally grown, in season,
unprocessed food can therefore reduce energy consumption. Buying food from local farmers can greatly
reduce your ecological footprint.
+RZPXFKRIWKHIRRGWKDW\RXHDWLVORFDOO\JURZQXQSURFHVVHG LQVHDVRQ"
o
Most
0
o
About three quarters
10
o
About half
15
o
About a quarter
20
R 9HU\OLWWOH



7. Living space:
$QXQQHFHVVDULO\ODUJHKRPHXVHVPRUHPDWHULDOVIURPWKHHQYLURQPHQW IRUEXLOGLQJ PDLQWHQDQFH 
and takes up more space (which could be used for agriculture or nature reserves).
In your home do you have:
o
More people than bedrooms
0
R 7KHVDPHQXPEHURISHRSOH EHGURRPV
o
More bedrooms than people
30

8. Poisons in the home garden:
3RLVRQV±PRUHFRUUHFWO\FDOOHGµ%,2&,'(6¶±DUHRIWHQXVHGWRNLOOUDWVLQVHFWVZHHGVHWF0DQ\RIWKH
LQJUHGLHQWVRIELRFLGHVFDXVHDOOHUJLHVWULJJHUFDQFHUJURZWK FDXVHJHQHWLFGHIHFWV)UHTXHQWO\ZH
GRQ¶WDFWXDOO\QHHGWRNLOOLQWKH¿UVWSODFH7KHÀDWVSLGHURQWKHZDOOZRQ¶WKXUW\RXDWDOO,IZHUHDOO\
do need to kill, we need to decide which option of removal is the most environmentally friendly.
In your home when you have a problem do you:
o
Use the strongest insecticide or other poison & use it until the problem is solved
o
Buy special environmentally friendly products
o
First attempt to solve the problem with a less destructive alternative

30
10
0

9. Re-using
Re-use of some of your waste helps to reduce our impact on the environment; reduces the amount of
ZDVWHWKDWJRHVWRODQG¿OOVLWHV UXEELVKGXPSV  UHGXFHVWKHDPRXQWRIUDZPDWHULDOVUHTXLUHG
$33(1',;
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At home do you re-use:

Never
R3DSHU 
 
o
Glass
30
o
Tins
30
R3ODVWLFV 





Sometimes
Often

15
0
15
0



10. Recycling:
Re-use of some of your waste helps to reduce your impact on the environment; reduces the amount of
ZDVWHWKDWJRHVWRODQG¿OOVLWHV UXEELVKGXPSV  UHGXFHVWKHDPRXQWRIUDZPDWHULDOVUHTXLUHG
At home do you recycle:

Never
R3DSHU 
 
o
Glass
30
o
Tins
30
R3ODVWLFV 





Sometimes
Often

15
0
15
0



11. Reducing:
<RXFDQUHGXFH\RXUHFRIRRWSULQWE\VKRSSLQJFDUHIXOO\%X\LQEXONWRUHGXFHSDFNDJLQJEX\UH¿OOV
HJ GHRGRUDQWV  FKRRVH ZHOOPDGH DUWLFOHV WKDW ZLOO ODVW ZHOO  WKRVH ZLWK UHF\FOHG FRQWHQW DYRLG
over-packaged products.
:KHQ\RXVKRSGR\RX
o
Always think of the amount you will throw away
R2IWHQWU\EXWWDNHLQWRFRQVLGHUDWLRQSULFH EUDQG


o
Sometimes – depending on the price and brand.
o
Never think of how goods are packaged or how long they will last.

0

20
30

12. Consumer choices
Some goods in supermarkets pollute the environment more than others – a roll-on deodorant is better
than an aerosol spray containing CFC’s (which break down the ozone layer); brightly coloured toilet
cleaning liquid is not necessary as the colour does not clean the toilet!
:KHQ\RXVKRSGR\RXFKRRVHWKHOHDVWSROOXWLQJSURGXFW"
o
Always
R 2IWHQGHSHQGLQJRQSULFHEUDQGRUZKDW\RXKDYHVHHQRQ79 
R 6RPHWLPHVGHSHQGLQJRQSULFHEUDQGRUZKDW\RXKDYHVHHQRQ79
o
Never think about such things

0


30

13. Travel:
3RLVRQRXVJDVHV VXEVWDQFHVUHOHDVHGE\FDUV RWKHUPRWRUYHKLFOHVLQFOXGHFDUERQGLR[LGH &22),
QLWURJHQ R[LGHV K\GURFDUERQV  OHDG ZKLFK FRQWULEXWH WR DFLG UDLQ VPRJ KHDOWK SUREOHPV  JOREDO
warming. If you travel by aeroplane, your ecological footprint goes off this scale!
+RZGR\RXJHWWRZRUNVFKRRORUFROOHJH"
o
On foot
0
o
Bicycle
10
o
Taxi or bus
15
R/LIWLQFDU

o
Car
30
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ADD UP YOUR SCORE:
,QWHUSUHWLQJ\RXU¿QDOHFRORJLFDOIRRWSULQWVFRUH
/HVVWKDQ

)URP±
)URP±
)URP±
)URP±

<RXOLYHOLJKWO\RQWKHHDUWKDQGKDYHDWLQ\*5((1HFRORJLFDO)22735,17
:HOOGRQH
<RXKDYHDVPDOOHFRORJLFDOIRRWSULQW.HHSLWXS
<RXKDYHDPHGLXPHFRORJLFDOIRRWSULQW±<RXFRXOGWU\KDUGHUWROLYHPRUH
lightly.
<RXKDYHDODUJHHFRORJLFDOIRRWSULQW±ZKLFKLVQRWVXVWDLQDEOHLIHYHU\RQH
in the world lived the way you do!
<RXKDYHD+8*(HFRORJLFDOIRRWSULQW±\RXDUHXVLQJPRUHWKDQ\RXUIDLU
share of the earth’s resources!

Special days calendar 2008
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The Earth Charter
Protection of our Earth is imperative if we are to preserve it for future generations.
This Charter highlights our rights as human beings, but also our responsibility to care
for each other and to be in right relations with our environment and the people who
inhabit it. It is primarily concerned with the well being of the environment, practices
in the environment and the people who make their homes in that environment. It
is a holistic approach as to how we should treat, protect and manage the vitality,
diversity and beauty of all life that has been entrusted into the care of human
beings. It is also the realisation that when basic needs have been met, human
development is primarily about being more, not having more. The urgent need for a
shared vision of basic values for the provision of a sound ethical foundation for the
emerging world community has led to the formation of the Earth Charter. Together
KPJQRGVJGOCP[RCTVKEKRCPVUYJQRCTVQQMKPRTQFWEKPIVJKU'CTVJ%JCTVGTCHſTOGF
the following interdependent principles for a sustainable way of life as a common
standard by which the conduct of all individuals, organizations, businesses,
governments, and transnational institutions are to be guided and assessed.
It focuses on and strives to promote the following principles:
I.

Respect and care for the community of life

II.

Ecological integrity

III.

Social and economic justice

IV.

Democracy, non-violence and peace

The Earth Charter was created by the independent Earth Charter Commission,
which was convened as a follow-up to the 1992 Earth Summit in order to produce
a global consensus statement of values and principles for a sustainable future.
The document was developed over nearly a decade through an extensive process
QH KPVGTPCVKQPCN EQPUWNVCVKQP VQ YJKEJ QXGT ſXG VJQWUCPF RGQRNG EQPVTKDWVGF
Please see the entire Earth Charter to experience the richness thereof. For more
information, please visit www.EarthCharter.org.
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Resources
Books
Creation Care
3UDFWLFDO:D\VRIH[SORULQJDQGUHVSRQGLQJWR
environmental issues through faith communities
Kate Davies, Safcei

Saving our World - Approaches to Ecology
No 36B – Social Awareness Series.
/XPNR,QVWLWXWH

6KDULQJ*RG¶V3ODQHW
$&KULVWLDQ9LVLRQIRUD6XVWDLQDEOH)XWXUH
&KXUFK+RXVH3XEOLVKLQJ

7KH/DQG,V&U\LQJ)RU-XVWLFH

A discussion document on Christianity and Environmental
-XVWLFHLQ6RXWK$IULFD
Ecumenical Foundation of Southern Africa 2002

The Care for the Earth
A call to a new Theology
Sean McDonagh
&ODUHWDQ3XEOLFDWLRQV

7KH*UHHQLQJRIWKH&KXUFK
Sean McDonagh
2UELV%RRNV*HRIIUH\&KDSPDQ

Water Wars
3ULYDWL]DWLRQ3ROOXWLRQDQG3UR¿W
9DQGDQD6KLYD
6RXWK(QG3UHVV

Uranium Road

Questioning South Africa’a Nuclear Direction
David Fig
-DFDQD0HGLD 3W\ /WG

A Rainbow Over The Land

Ernst Conradie and David Field
:HVWHUQ&DSH3URYLQFLDO&RXQFLORI&KXUFKHV

7KH1HZ(QHUJ\%RRNIRUXUEDQGHYHORSPHQWLQ6RXWK$IULFD
6DUDK:DUG
Sustainable Energy Africa 2002

'\LQJIRU:DWHU

Sean McDonagh
9HULWDV3XEOLFDWLRQV

*OREDO:DUPLQJ

A Straightforward Guide To The Most Important Issue In Our Age
-HVVLFD:LOVRQDPG6WHSKHQ/DZ
&RQVWDEOHDQG5RELQVRQ/WG
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Resources
It doesn’t have to be Like This
$QHZ(FRQRP\IRU6RXWK$IULFDDQGWKH:RUOG
0DUJDUHW/HJXP
$PSHUVDQG3UHVV

Patenting Life? Stop!

Is corporate greed forcing us to eat genetically engineered food?
Sean McDonagh
'RPLQLFDQ3XEOLFDWLRQV

+HDW
+RZ7R6WRS7KH3ODQHW%XUQLQJ
George Monbiot
$ODQ/DQH 3HQJXLQ 

7KH'HDWK2I/LIH
7KH+RUURURI([WLQFWLRQ
Sean Mcdonagh SSC
7KH&ROXPED3UHVV

Climate Change

The Challenge to all of us
Sean Mcdonagh
7KH&ROXPED3UHVV

The Meaning of the 21st Century
A vital Blue print for Ensuring our Future
-DPHV0DUWLQ
7UDQVZRUOG3XEOLVKHUVHGHQSURMHFWERRNV

The Age of Consent
$0DQLIHVWR)RU$1HZ:RUOG2UGHU
George Monbiot
+DUSHU3HUHQQLDO

Scorched

South Africa’s changing climate
/HRQLH6-RXEHUW
:LWV8QLYHUVLW\3UHVV

6L['HJUHHV
2XU)XWXUHRQDKRWWHU3ODQHW
0DUN/\QDV
)RXUWKHVWDWH GLYRI+DUSHU&ROOLQV 

Climate Change
:K\VKRXOG,DVDSHUVRQRIIDLWKEHFRQFHUQHG"
SAFCEI

The Oikos Journey
$WKHRORJLFDO5HÀHFWLRQRQWKH(FRQRPLF&ULVLVLQ6RXWK
The Diakonia Council of Churches 2006

*RG¶V*LIW7KH(DUWK2XU+RPH
%LEOH6WXGLHVDQGOLWXUJLHVIRUDVRFLDO-XVWLFH6HDVRQOLQNLQJIDLWKZLWKLVVXHVRIWKHHQYLURQPHQW
6RFLDO-XVWLFH6HDVRQ
Diakonia Council of Churches

St Andrews Tide
$&DOOWR3UD\HUDQG5HVSRQVHIRURXU6XUYLYDOLQ6RXWKHUQ$IULFD
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Resources
Websites
www.seasonofcreation.com
/LWXUJLHVDQGUHVRXUFHV
www.acen.anglicancommunion.org/index.cfm
Offers resources and links through the Anglican communion.
www.ifaw.org
International fund for animal welfare. Information and how to get involved
www.wessa-africa.co.za
:LOGOLIHDQGHQYLURQPHQWVRFLHW\RI6RXWK$IULFD0DWHULDOVDQGUHVRXUFHV
www.botanicalsociety.org.za
The botanical society of South Africa website.
www.neccsa.org.za
Network of Earthkeeping Christian Communities in South Africa
www.ecocongregation.org/scotland
Resources: bible studies and liturgies
www.enviropaedia.com
Short factual descriptions and articles
www.biowatch.org.za
3XEOLFL]HVDQGPRQLWRUVLVVXHVRIJHQHWLFPRGL¿FDWLRQDQGELRORJLFDOGLYHUVLW\
www.projectearth.com
Recognises how we have damaged the environment and points a way forward
www.arcworld.org
Site of the Alliance of Religions and Conservation
www.climateark.org
Comprehensive source of information on Climate Change
www.panda.org
6LWHRIWKH:RUOG:LGH)XQGIRU1DWXUH
www.earthobservatory.nasa.gov
Outstanding photography
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We worship a creator God. The more we learn about the
natural world, the more wonderful we discover it to be.
There is a real danger that with all our modern technical
GLVFRYHULHVZHORVHVLJKWRIWKHPDJQL¿FHQFHDQGLQWULFDF\RI
FUHDWLRQ:HDUHGLVFRYHULQJWKDWFUHDWLRQLVVHULRXVO\XQGHU
threat.
That there is life on this planet is a miracle in itself. It is the
most serious of sins that we humans are threatening this
OLIH)RUWRRORQJZHKDYHVHO¿VKO\PLVXVHGDQGDEXVHG*RG¶V
mandate to “have dominion over” creation (Genesis 1:28).
1RZLVWKHWLPHWRUHFRJQL]HWKDWZHKDYHDUHVSRQVLELOLW\WR
God to care for this intricate web of life, acknowledging that
³7KH(DUWKLVWKH/RUG¶VDQGDOOWKDWLVLQLW´ 3VDOP 
,SUD\WKDWWKHVHUHVRXUFHVRQFUHDWLRQWKHPHVZLOOKHOSXV
WRZRUVKLS*RGWKH)DWKHUPRUHDGHTXDWHO\DQGWREHFRPH
more aware of God the creator and more responsible in
FDULQJIRU*RG¶VFUHDWLRQ
The Most Reverend Thabo Makgoba,
Archbishop of Cape Town
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